



This book is an attempt to trace the 
history of Some Early Dynasties of South 
India. In this context the author lias 
tried to reconcile the Puranic versions 
with the epigraphic and numismatic 
sources. 

The book is divided into 3 parts. 
Part I, comprising seven chapters and 
four appendices, gives an account of the 
Early and Later Satavahanas, their home, 
caste, date, administration, causes of 
rise and fall. Part II consists of two 
chapters which describe the Eastern 
Dynasties of the Period, viz., the Iksvakus, 
Virapurisadata, Ehuvula Chantamula, 
Rudra Purisadata and Western Dynasties 
—the Abhlras. Part III contains four 
chapters and two appendices, deals with 
the Vaka^akas of Maharastra, their genea- 
logy, chronology, political history, parti¬ 
tion and fall of their Empire followed by 
the rise of Rastrakutas and Kalacuris. 
The appendices include a note on the 
Far South and a short history of Munda- 
nandas and the Cu£us. 

This study is documented with a critical 
Introduction and general Index. Among 
the topics discussed, Introduction deals 
with the Economic Factors in South 
Indian History and the Pre-Satavahana 
Age. 
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PREFACE 


In the following pages an attempt has been made to trace 
the history of the Satavahanas and their immediate successors. 
Two things are to be especially noted in this connection : first, 
I have not included in the list of the successors , the Vi$nu- 
kun<Jins or the Kadambas, because they were successors to the 
successors of the Satavahanas ; secondly ; while dealing with 
the Vakafakas I have not discussed the history of the contem¬ 
porary dynasties for the same reason. 

In the chapters on the Satavahanas, I have tried to recon¬ 
cile the different Puranic versions instead of relying dogmati¬ 
cally on this or that Purana in preference to other as has been 
the case with some modem historians, who follow either the 
Matsya account or the Vdyu one. If this reconcilation is fruit¬ 
ful, it will be found that the Puranic account tallies to a large 
extent with the epigraphic and numismatic sources at our 
disposal. I have discussed afresh the date of Gautamiputra 
Satakarni which forms the pivot of the later Satavahana history. 

Among the eastern dynasties that succeeded the Satavahanas, 

I have noted a dynasty of the Guntur kings started by Simha- 
varman separate from the Karici-Pallava dynasty founded by 
Maharaj a-bappasvaml. 

Of the western successors, I have noted in detail the history 
of the Abhlras. The accounts of the MUQANANDAS and the 
CUTUS have been given in Appendix VI and not in the body of 
the book, because we practically know definitely nothing of them 
excepting the bare existence of one MUQANANDA and one 
CUTU king. 

The genealogy and chronology of the Vakafaka dynasty 
have been discussed afresh and so the account that follows 
differs materially from that of the early historians dealing with 
the subject. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that after sending the manu¬ 
script to the press I became seriously ill and was confined to 
bed for nearly a year. It became impossible for me to go 
through the proof pages, and it was through the kindness of 



( viii ) 


Shri Sundarlal Jain, who arranged for the proof page corrections, 
that the book has seen the light to-day. I pay my respectful 
thanks to my publisher. 

I am painfully aware of many mistakes that have crept 
into the book and for this I crave the indulgence of the 
readers. 


Santiniketan 


S. Chattopadhyaya 
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INTRODUCTORY 


Economic Factors in South Indian History 

Lying to the south of the Vindhyas, the Peninsular India, 
known to the ancients as Dak$inapatha , is a triangular block of 
old rocks reaching at places ‘at a height of 8,760 feet but never 
having the cover of dense forest*. The average soil is not very 
fertile though the black soil, localised in different areas, is good 
for many crops, especially cotton, but hard human labour is 
necessary to make the same cultivable. In such wild localities 
the life naturally came to be controlled by the local chiefs and, 
therefore, in the history of the land though we find rise of smaller 
and greater kingdoms, the tribal chiefs wielded great power and 
influence. Even a strong emperor like Asoka had to recognise 
the Rajhikas and the Bhojakas of the Maharashtra country, 
while the Satavahanas who came to power through their help 
had to allow these feudal chiefs enjoy considerable amount of 
autonomy. The Ratfiikas and the Bhojakas mainly dominated 
the Marathi speaking Khandesh and Berar, while to the south, 
extending far into the Kanarese speaking area, were the Cujus 
and in the east the Iksvakus and the Pallavas. 

The presence of the Iksvakus in the eastern Deccan is interest¬ 
ing, for it shows the tribal drifts in South India in that far off 
age. The Iksvakus were of North Indian origin and they evidently 
carried with them the North Indian tradition and culture. 1 


i. J. Ph. Vogel observes that ‘it is interesting to meet with a line of rulers, 
settled in the Telugu country, which claimed descent from Ikhaku, i.e., 
Ikkhaku (=Skt. Ikshvdku ), the mythical progenitor of the famous Solar 
dynasty of Ayodhya. It is well-known that not only Rama belonged 
to that illustrious house, but the Buddha, too, is called a scion of the 
race of Ikshaku (Pali Okkaka). It is clear, in any case, that these 
Southern Ikhakus were rulers of some importance, as they formed 
matrimonial alliances not only with the Maharajas of Vanavasa, but 
also with the kings, presumably the descendants of the Satrap Chash- 
tana, who resided at UjjayinI in Central India. The nomenclature of 
these Southern Ikhaku kings, coupling their personal names with metro- 
nymics like MSdhariputa and V&sithlputa, seems to be a practice bor- 
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Similarly, the Satavahanas, who were of Andhra or Telegu stock, 
founded an empire in West Maharashtra. 1 What part the eco¬ 
nomic factors played in such migrations is difficult to determine, 
but one thing is clear that to the south of the Vindhya as to its 
north different ethnic elements contributed to the rise of a 
composite type of culture. It is, however, not unlikely that the 
central part of the Peninsula being more rugged and rocky, life 
thrived more easily on the eastern and western coasts, 2 and thus 
human settlements in the early period developed mainly in these 
areas. Besides Asokan edicts, which were inspired by religious 
am imperialistic motives, 3 it is not an accident of history that 
the earliest epigraphs come from east and west. Reference may be 
made to Bhotripolu inscription of Kubiraka, 4 and the Nasik and 
Nanaghat inscriptions of the Satavahanas. 

Early classical authors like Megasthenes, and others who 
utilised the record left by Megasthenes, speak of the kingdoms 


rowed from the earlier rulers of the Andhra dynasty. It will hardly 
be necessary to quote the instance of Vasifhlputa Siri-Pulumavi and 
Gotamiputa Satakaoni. On the other hand, there are in these inscrip¬ 
tions certain expressions which are also found in the Prakrit copper¬ 
plate grants of the early Pallavas'. (Ep. Ind ., xx, 6) 

1. infra 

2. Even at the present time the population varies from 256 to over 512 
per square mile on the coastal regions. 

3. Aioka issued his edicts to be read by the people in general. So their 
find spots naturally give us a clue to determine the populous areas in 
the Peninsula. Thus his Rock Edicts have been found at the Peninsula 
of Kathiawad (Saurashtra), Dhauli and Jaugada in Orissa, Soparain 
Maharashtra and at Erragudi on a rock in the Kumool district, 
Andhra Pradesh. Two separate Rock Edicts also have been found in 
Orissa: The minor Rock Edicts are found at Brahmagiri, Siddapura 
and Jatinga-Ramesvara, in Chitaldurg district of Northern Mysore; 
Maski, in Raichur district, formerly in Nizam’s dominion, Hyderabad; 
Erragudi, in Kumool district, Andhra Pradesh; Govimath, in Raichur 
district; Palkigundu, a hill about two miles distant from Govimath; 
Rajulamandagiri, on a rock near Pattikonda in Kumool district. From 
these evidences it appears that the most populous areas in the ancient 
period in the Peninsular India were Western Maharashtra, Orissa, 
Andhra Pradesh including Hyderabad and the northern portion of the 
Mysore State. This account tallies to a great extent with the picture 
that we get of the present day. 

4. AHD, 11 
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lying to the eastern side of the Peninsula only. The western side 
formed a part of the kingdom of Sandrocottas (Candragupta) 
and hence evidently it has not been mentioned separately. Thus 
we are informed that ‘Herakles begat a daughter in India whom 
he called Pandaia. To her he assigned that portion of India 
which lies southward and extends to the sea, while he distributed 
the people subject to her rule into 365 villages, giving orders 
that one village should each day bring to the treasury the royal 
tribute, so that the queen might always have the assistance of 
those men whose turn it was to pay the tribute in coercing those 
who for the time being were defaulters in their payments.’ 1 The 
account shows that the Greek ambassador must have heard of 
the Pan<Jya territory, possibly with its capital Madura, which 
has been described as Daksina-Mathura, South Mathura, possibly 
implying that it was a colony of the Yadavas to whose clan 
Herakles (Vasudeva) belonged. But the authenticity of such a 
tradition is very doubtful. 

Megasthenes further speaks of two important kingdoms on 
the eastern coast, the kingdom of Kalinga and of Andhra. We 
are informed that Calingae possessed sixty thousand foot-soldiers, 
one thousand horsemen and seven thousand elephants, while 
Andarae or the Andhras had numerous villages and thirty towns 
defended by walls and towers and they supplied the king with 
an army of 100,000 infantry, 2000 cavalry and 1000 elephants. 2 

Pliny who died in A.D. 79 and who drew his materials from 
Megasthenes and others refers not only to the Andhras but also 
to the Calingae proper as well as Maccokalingae and the Modoga - 
lingae. H.G. Raychaudhuri draws our attention to the fact that, 
‘in the epics, the Rdmayana and the Mahdbhdrala , we find 
references to the Matsya-Kaliiigas and the Madra-Kalingas 
which may represent the two tribes mentioned by the classical 
writer. It has, however, been suggested by some that Modoga- 
ingae should be analysed as Modaga (Telugu Muduga , three) + 
linga = Trilinga or Telugu country, or as Modo = Mudu=* 
three-fgalinga = Kalinga, i.e. Trikalinga. In other words, the 
term is taken by these writers to correspond to Trilinga (Andhra 


1. Foreign Notices , 41 

2. M’Crindle, Ancient India , 137-41 
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country), or to Trikalinga (parts of Mahanadi valley and Viza- 
gapatam district), preferably the latter. It is difficult to come to 
a final conclusion until further evidences are available. The 
Matsya Kalingas may have occupied the 0<}<Javadi country in 
the Vizagapatam region mentioned in the Dibbida plates.’ 1 

One of the chief reasons why the Peninsular India, especial¬ 
ly its highland portions, was sparingly populated was want of 
good roads connecting different parts of the country, as hinted 
in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea . 2 3 W.H. Schoff quotes Taver¬ 
nier’s description of the Deccan to the effect that, ‘wheel carriages 
do not travel, the roads being too much interrupted by high 
mountains, tanks, and rivers, and there being many narrow and 
difficult passes. It is with the greatest difficulty that one takes a 
small cart.’ 8 This affected to a great extent the inland trade of 
the country and the free flow of population. Elsewhere, the 
Periplus further informs us: ‘The inland country back from the 
coast toward the east comprises many desert regions and great 
mountains; and all kinds of wild beasts—leopards, tigers, ele¬ 
phants, enormous serpents, hyenas, and baboons of many 
sorts; and many populous nations, as far as the Ganges’. 4 

The Peninsular India is located on the maritime routes from 
the Mediterranean and Africa to China and thus it developed 
trade with nations on either side. 5 This had an important effect 
on the socio-political life of the people as well as the royal dy¬ 
nasties like the Satavahanas, Pallavas and others whose coins 
show that the rulers took particular care in maintaining a strong 
navy. Long before c. 45 A.D. when the nature of the monsoon 
in the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean was first discovered 
( irfra ), Egyptian and Greek sailors had been carrying on trade 
with the western seaboard of India. J. Kennedy maintains that 
monsoon must have been known to these sailors and to ‘all who 
sailed along the African and the Arabian coast and that the nor¬ 
mal trade route from the Persian Gulf to India can never have 


1. EHD, ed. G. Yazdani, 19-20 

2. The Periplus, ed. Schoff, 43 

3. ib., 196 

4. ib., 43 

5* K.A.N. Sastri, A History of South India , 35 



INTRODUCTORY 


5 


been along the inhospitable source of Gedrosia.’ 1 This seems to 
indicate that the trade between India and the West was not 
coastal but it followed high sea routes. The establishment of 
the Satavahana empire, and later on the rule of Ksaharatas 
{infra), brought peace in the Peninsula and so naturally the 
Indo-Occidental trade ushered in a new life in the land. 

As we shall see later on, the Yavana sailors established settle¬ 
ments in the Far South and while they on their part became 
Indianised and adopted Indian culture the Indians also must 
have learnt a good deal from them and derived a good deal from 
their munificence. It is not an accident that the cave monaster¬ 
ies lie on the trade routes running from Kalyan, Thana, Chaul, 
Kuda and Mahad. The western traders not infrequently travers¬ 
ed this route and their terminus was possibly Junnar which is 
surrounded by no less than 135 Buddhist caves. 

From the middle of the second century A.D. Peninsular India 
developed gradually her trade with South-East Asia and curi¬ 
ously enough we find that the pendulum of political prowess now 
moved from the western to the eastern side. The last three 
Satavahana rulers had their citadel in eastern Deccan while they 
were succeeded by Iksvakus, Brhatphalayanas and Pallavas and to 
their south were the Colas and the Pandyas. Compared to them, 
their western contemporaries, the Abhiras, Cutus, Kadambas 
and Ccras were of lesser importance. Already at the close of the 
first century A.D. some Greek sailors had explored the Bay of 
Bengal, though they were nothing more than of adventurous 
type. 2 The author of the Periplus and Pliny knew hardly 
anything definite about the Far East, while Ptolemy made im¬ 
portant contribution to the knowledge of India beyond the 
Ganges. The coins of Trajan (98-117 A.D.) and Hadrian (117- 
138 A.D.) have been found on the eastern side though com¬ 
paratively rare on the West. This shows that the Greek sailors 
were now gradually drifting themselves to the eastern side, 
proved more conclusively by the discoveries at Arikamedu near 
Pondicherry 3 (infra ). 

1. JRAS , 1898, 272-3 

2. Foreign Notices, 7 

3. R.E.M. Wheeler, A. Ghosh and Krishna Deva : ‘Arikamedu : an 
Indo-Roman Trading-station on the East Coast of India' (Ancient 
India , No. 2, July, 1946) 
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As K.A.N. Sastri has pointed out, from Chinese accounts it is 
clear that from the first century B.C. South India maintained 
important trade and political relations with China by sea and 
possibly Kanci took the lead in this respect. There is further 
evidence to show that the Far South maintained ‘active touch 
with the colonies of Indonesia and that these colonies often em¬ 
ployed South Indian products in their exchanges with China’. 1 

Lastly we may note the impact of the north. Kauplya main¬ 
tains that the southern trade routes are more valuable to the 
people of the Ganges-Jumna valley than the northern routes 
leading to the Himalayan states. No doubt in northern region 
the merchants could get blankets, skins and horses, but in the 
south they could secure more valuable objects like conchshells, 
diamonds, jewels, pearls and gold. From this it is clear that the 
north used to exert pressure on the south which the latter could 
exploit to its advantage. During the Ksaharata period mer¬ 
chandise from the north used to flow through Ozene or 
Ujjayini and Paithan to the port of Barygaza which became 
the port par excellence for trade with the west. This situa¬ 
tion, created by the civil strife of the Parthians which 
blocked the port of Barbarieum at the mouth of the Indus 2 and 
the unsettled condition due to tribal uprisings in eastern Parthia 
blocking the land routes to the west, added to the economic 
advantage of the south though then under the control of a for¬ 
eign king, Nahapana. It was only when a strong Gautamiputra 
Satakarni took up arms successfully and drove out the aliens 
from the land, the economic life of the northern part of the 
Peninsula assumed a national form. The popularity of Buddhism 
as evidenced by the cave monasteries in Western Maharash¬ 
tra, as we have already noted, was to a great extent influenced 
by this trade money. In the Far South, on the other hand, ‘the 
city of Puhar had a large colony of foreign merchants from diffe¬ 
rent parts of the world,* and among the articles of trade we hear 
of the products of the Ganges valley. 3 This would show how 
North India participated in the trade of the South which fur- 


1. Foreign Notices , 12 

2. The Periplus , ed. Schoff, 37 

3. K.A.N. Sastri, The Colas , 99 
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ther developed a cosmopolitan character under the influence of 
foreigners as well. 

The Pre-Satavdhana Age 

The great Indian peninsula lying to the south of the Vindhya 
or the Narmada, known as Daksinapatha in ancient Indian 
literature, may be divided culturally into two distinct zones, the 
first , comprising the areas where Marhathi and Oriya prevail 
(known popularly as the Outer Band of the Aryan), and the 
second where the Dravidian tongue is in vogue. It is maintained 
that the Dravidians belong to the Mediterranean ethnic group 
and entered India through the north-western and western passes 
becoming ultimately the makers of the Harappan culture in India. 1 
Later on under the pressure of the Aryan invasion they had to 
move into the interior, as proved by ‘large Dravidian patches 
like Gandi. Kui, and Oraon which have been broken up a very 
great deal by the infiltration of the Aryan dialects’. 2 Under slow 
but steady Aryan pressure the Dravidians migrated gradually to 
the extreme south and made their chief habitat on the other side 
of the Godavari, while the part lying roughly to the north of it 
passed under the domination of the Aryans, though a narrow 
wedge of the Outer Band tongue reaches in the west a little 
south of Goa. 3 

The earliest historical reference to this trans-Vindhyan region 
is found in the Aitareya Brahmana (c. 800 B.C.) which refers to 
Bhlma, king of Vidarbha, and also to the Satvats whose kings 
were styled as Bhojas. 4 The Satvats were a branch of the Yada- 
vas who are condemned in the ftgveda as ddsa . 5 In a passage of 

1. “This older and more basic stratum of the Mediterranean group must 
be distinguished from another closely akin to the European type, 
which entered this country later, and whose remains have been found 
in large numbers in the Chalcolithic sites of the Indus Valley and 
further east. It is probable that this was the race responsible for the 
development of the Indus civilization and subsequently dispersed by 
the *Aryan’-speaking Vedic invaders to the Gangetic basin, and, to a 
smaller extent, beyond the Vi^hyas.” {Racial Elements , 19) 

2. VA, 155 

3. G.A. Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India, i (1927), 144 

4. AitBr, vii. 34; viii. 14 

5. RV, x. 62.10 
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the earliest Aryan document the Yadus along with the Turvasas 
are described as being brought to India by Indra through the sea. 1 
R.P. Chanda maintains that the Yadus belonging to the Alpine 
stock came from Western Asia and differed from Nordic Aryans in 
race and culture. 2 If the Satvats were of Yadava origin they 
may also be considered to be homo Alpinus who possibly were the 
makers of the Outer Band Aryan culture. 

It is generally believed that the authentic history* of India 
begins in the sixth century B.C. when there arose sixteen maha- 
janapadas or great kingdoms as evidenced by the Aiiguttara, 
JVikaya. Of these Assaka and part of Avanti lay in South India. 
The commentator Bhattasvamin identifies Assaka with Maha- 
rastra. The part of Avanti in South India centred round 
Mahissati or Mahismati, identified with modern Mandhata on 
the Narmada. In the Digha JVikaya, on the other hand, Kalinga 
is mentioned as one of the seven great kingdoms of ancient India. 
So far thus practically South India had been maintaining its 
own history independent of the North. A change came when the 
Nandas came to power. The great Nanda king Mahapadma, 
simply described as Nandaraja in the Hathigumpha inscription, 
appears to have conquered Kalinga and his dominion extended 
up to the river Godavari. 3 Thus for the first time a portion of 
South India came under the aegis of the North. The tradition 
of imperialism thus started by the Nanda ruler was carried to its 
logical extreme by the Mauryas. H.C. Raychaudhuri points out 
that the date 313 B.C., deducible from the account of Merut- 
tunga, as marking the initial year of the rule of Candragupta, 
really refers to the beginning of his rule in the Avanti region, 
which constituted a province or state of his empire with head¬ 
quarter in Ujjayini. 4 5 After this conquest Candragupta realised 
that the paths leading to the South, as described in the Mahdbhdra - 
ta* lay now under his feet and he at once marched towards the 

1. KV.y vi. 20.12 

2. R.P. Chanda, Indo-Aryan Races, 18-20, 40 ff 

3. PHAI, 189 

4. ANM , 136; cf. GBI, 47 and fn. 1 & 2 

5. Mbh.y iii. 61.23. 'This road leads to Vidarbha (Berar), that one 
proceeds towards the land of the Kosalas (the Upper Mahanadi 
Valley); beyond them in the southern direction lies Daksinapatha.' 
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South through these tracts. There are certain late inscriptions 
associating Candragupta with Mysore, but they can hardly be 
used for writing any sober history. The Mudrarakfasa claims that 
his sway extended upto the southern ocean. Such descriptions are 
on par with the account of the Mandasor record claiming Kumara- 
gupta as ruling over the earth. More important is the evidence 
furnished by the Tamil authors, assigned to the early centuries 
of the Christian era, on the achievements of the Moriyar in the 
far south of the Peninsula, occurring in the Ahandnuru and 
Purananuru. The passages have been translated by V.R. Rama- 
chandra Dikshitar as follows : 

1. ‘The rock of the sky-kissing high mountain which the 
Moriyar had cut down for the free passage of their golden 
chariot-wheels.. .* 

2. ‘If he should hear of our unbearable anguish and grief 
he would not, even for the sake of the immense riches of 
the Nandas, tarry there amidst the mountain rocks which 
the new Moriyan had cut down for the smooth passage 
of their well-adorned chariot wheels when they came 
down upon the south with an army of horses and ele¬ 
phants because the king of Mohur had refused to submit 
when the Kosar with chariots, swift flying like the winds, 
routed the enemy’s forces on the field of batde with their 
drums vociferously sounding on the high hoary Podiyil 
hill.’ 

3. ‘The sky-kissing snow-clapped mountain-rock which the 
Moriyar had cut down for the free passage of their 
golden chariot-wheels when they swept down on the south 
with the Vadukar marching before, strong with the 
strength of their mighty swift-flying arrows.’ 

4. ‘The mountain-rock which the Moriyar with the sky¬ 
touching umbrella and the bannered chariot had cut 
down for the easy passage of their chariot-wheels.’ 

The mention of the Moriyar along with the Nandas in the 
above account clearly shows that the Mauryas are meant, though 
of course, not directly the first Maurya. The idea however seems 
to be conveyed by other indirect evidences. The army of Candra¬ 
gupta thus appears to have advanced as far as the Podiyil hill. 
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But it was more an armed intervention on behalf of the KdSars 
than an actual conquest. 

Candragupta was succeeded by his son Bindusara. The 
Tibetan historian Taranatha, a very late writer, credits Canakya 
and Bindusara with the destruction of kings and nobles of six¬ 
teen cities and thereby reducing to submission ‘all the territories 
between the western and the eastern seas’. The region thus con¬ 
noted by the description is rather vague. It may mean the Penin¬ 
sular India lying between the Bay of Bengal ( PUrvasamudra) and 
the Arabian Sea ( Paicimajalanidhi ). It may also mean the region 
of North India which is described as Aryavarta and as extending 
from the eastern to the western seas ( asamudrat tu vai pUrvdt asamud- 
rat tupaScimdt) in the work of Manu (ii. 20). 

Thus in order to determine the theatre of Bindusara’s military 
operations we have to choose between the plains of North India 
on the one hand and the Deccan plateau on the other. There 
are of course some difficulties with the second alternative : 

(a) We have no evidence whatsoever in associating Bindu¬ 
sara directly with the Peninsular India; neither the 
Tamil, Sanskrit, Pali or Prakrit works contain even a 
faint allusion to it. 

(b) Epigraphic records from the Far South or Kalinga, which 
tell so much about the Nandas, Candragupta and ASoka 
are conspicuously silent about Bindusara. 

(c) We know that Kalinga was outside the empire of the 
king; similarly the Colas and the Pandyas. The first 
was conquered by Asoka while the last two maintained 
their independent existence. Now if by the expression 
‘between the eastern and the western ocean’ we take the 
Peninsula to be signified, then we have to determine how 
much of the region on the eastern border passed under 
his sway because already the western part of the Penin¬ 
sula had been conquered by his father. This would be 
a narrow strip lying between the Krishna and the Goda¬ 
vari. Under such circumstances can we take the expres¬ 
sion to mean the plateau ? 

With the accession of Asoka, India enters into a new epoch 
of history. He inherited a vast empire from his predecessors to 
which he himself added the Kalinga country in the ninth year 
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of his reign. A critical study of his records reveals some interesting 
facts about the trans-Vindhyan region, where c a line drawn from 
Pulicat near Madras in the east, to Tirupati, Gooty, Kumool 
and Chitaldurg right upto the northern point of South Canara 
district on the west’ 1 shows the southern limit of his empire. In 
this background we may however note the following facts : 

1. In R. E. xiii, the rajavifaya includes the Bhoja-Pitinikas, 
the Andhras and the Pulindas. 

2. In R. E. v, Apardnta includes, according to the Gimar 
text, Rastrika-Pitinika. 

3. Kalinga is described as being placed under a prince of 
the royal family stationed at Tosali (Dhauli). 

4. Mention is made of four independent states lying beyond 
the border of the empire: Coda (Cola), Parujya, Kerala- 
putraand Satiyaputra. 

The location of Bhoja-Pitinikas is somewhat uncertain. At a 
later period we find the Bhojas and Mahabhojas living in the 
Maharashtra country (Berar) and this has tempted a few scholars 
to locate Pitinika at Pratisthana but the identification is phone¬ 
tically impossible. 2 

As already stated the Rathikas occupied the Marathi speaking 
area of Khandesh. The term Pitinika is once added with Bhoja 
and again with Rathika. It seems to show some political status 
of which we know nothing at present. D.R. Bhandarkar points 
out that in the Anguttara Nikdya the term pettanika is used in the 
sense of one who enjoys property given by his father, from which 
it may be inferred to mean a subordinate status under a paternal 
supreme ruler, (cf. ‘save manuse pajd mama ’ Kalinga Edict, i) 

On the eastern frontier of the rdjavi$aya lived the Andhras in 
the valleys of the river Krishna extending in the north upto the 
Godavari. 3 As in some texts, the Andhras coupled together 
with the Pulindas, the Parimdas or Palidas of the ASokan edicts 
have been identified with the Pulinda tribe and located in the 

1. D.R. Bhandarkar, Aloka , 38-45. T.V. Mahalingam thinks that ‘it 
seems probable that the southern boundary of Aioka’s Empire 
extended farther south and included the Tondai-mandalam region.* 
Kanchipuram, 7-8) 

2. ANM, 223 

3. Ind Ant , 1913, 276-8 
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Vindhyan region. But philologically Par>(or Pal>) andPul> 
cannot be taken as the same. Further, the Parindas appear to 
have been a frontier people. K.A.N. Sastri points out that the 
Puranas know of ‘a land of the Paradas in Eastern India water¬ 
ed by the Ganges and noted for its horse. 1 

Let us now turn to the independent states lying outside the 
empire : 

The Coda territory comprised the districts of Trichinopoly 
and Tanjore and was watered by the Kaveri river. The plural 
form of the name in the edicts indicates, according to D.R. 
Bhandarkar, that during Asoka's time there were two Cola king¬ 
doms, one of which he identifies with Ptolemy’s Soretai (Tamil 
Sora = Cora) with its capital Orthoura (Uraiyur) near Trichino¬ 
poly, and the other with Sora with its capital Arkatos or Arcot. 2 

The Pandya country comprised in the ancient period the 
modern districts of Madura, Ramnad and Tinnevelly with the 
Southern parts of Travancore. As it is also mentioned in plural 
form in the edicts, D. R. Bhandarkar thinks that it was also 
divided into two states. 

Keralaputra is identical with the Cera kingdom and corres¬ 
ponds roughly to South Malabar region extending to Central 
Mysore. 

The identification of Satiyaputra has caused much speculation. 
Earlier scholars took it to be north Malabar region and the name 
was supposed to be surviving in the Satyamangalam (taluk) of 
Coimbatore. K.A.N. Sastri points out that Satiya corresponds 
not to Sk . Satya, but to Tamil Atiya and putra is magan , later man 
in Tamil, so that Satiyaputra denoted the territory of the Tamil 
chieftain Adigaman (of Tagadur)—who was quite prominent in 
the Sangam period and might have risen into prominence 
earlier. 3 

To turn now to the empire of Asoka. While Kalinga was 
very strictly kept under his rule through a viceroy stationed at 
Tosali (Dhauli), the Rafhikas, Bhojas, and Andhras possibly 
enjoyed a considerable measure of autonomy under the control 


1. AJVM, 223, fn. 2 

2. D. R. Bhandarkar, ASoka, 38; Kanchipuram , 7 

3. CHIN, 500; cf. JRAS, 1918, 541; 1923* 412 
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of a viceroy stationed at Suvarnagiri, possibly present Kanakagiri 
between Hampi and Maski in Hyderabad. The Maurya emperor 
died about 132 B.G. and after him we enter into a confused 
period of Indian history. What happened to South India is a 
moot question. Did the Satavahanas come to power in this 
period of turmoil ? We shall have now to turn to a critical study 
of the Puranic accounts and a medley of theories centring it. 



Digitized by Google 



PART I 


THE SATAVAHANAS 



Digitized by Google 



Chapter I 


HOME OF THE SATAVAHANAS 

The Puranas describe Simuka, who achieved an independent 
status for the Satavahanas, as Andhra (Matsya )or Andhra-jatiya 
(Vayu & Brahmayda) and close the account of the dynasty with 

the broad statement that ‘these.Andhra kings will enjoy the 

earth.years’. On the authority of these statements and other 

evidences of doubtful historical character, earlier scholars gene¬ 
rally maintained that Andhradesa was the home of the kings. 
Recently Rama Rao has tried to revive this theory, already chal¬ 
lenged by Sukthankar and others, with the following fresh archaeo¬ 
logical and literary evidences: 1 

1. Coins of king Satavahana and Satakarni (I) have been 
found at Kondapuram, while coins of Gautamlputra 
Satakarni come from Guntur, Kondapuram and Peda- 
bankuru in the Warangal District of Telingana. 

2. Kharavela’s mention of Satakarni in connection with an 
expedition which he sent to “Musikanagara” on the Krisna 
shows the extent of Satakarni I’s dominion in the south. 

i. PlHCy 1933, 37-8; JNSI, xviii, 45; for earlier views, EHD, 41; J. 
Burgess, Buddhist Stupas of Amaravatl and Jaggayyapeta, 3-4; EHI, 
217-19; OHI , 119; CHI, i 519, 599- P. T. Srinivasa Ayyangar 
thinks that the Andhras were a Vindhyan tribe and that they extend¬ 
ed from the west to the east down the Godavari and the Krishna 
valleys. ( 1A, 1913, 276-78) D. R. Bhandarkar observes: ‘The Telugu 
country lying between the rivers Kistna and Godavari is called 
Andhra-deia at present. But whether or not it was the original home 
of the Andhras, has been called in question. One Buddhist J&taka, 
however, speaks of two traders going from the Seriva kingdom to a 
town called Andhapura situated on the Telav&ha river. Andhapura 
certainly corresponds to the Sanskrit Andhrapura, and as pura is 
invariably used in early Pali literature to signify ‘a capital town*, 
Andhrapura must mean the capital town of the Andhra kingdom. 
The river Telavaha is either the modem Tel or Telingiri both not far 
distant from each other and flowing near the confines of the Madras 
Presidency and the Central Provinces. This, indeed, locates the 
original Andhra country which must, therefore, have comprised parts 
of both these provinces.* (IA, 1918, 71) 
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3. The Tugapurana shows that Satakarni II annexed Kalinga 
to the Satavahana empire. 

4. The Satavahana king Hala is associated with Sapta-Goda- 
vari-Bhlmam or Draksarama, in the E. Godavari District, 
in the celebrated Prakrta work Lildvati. 

On the basis of the above, Dr. Rama Rao concludes that ‘cent¬ 
ral and eastern Deccan continued to be under Satavahana rule 
without any break’ till the time of Gautamlputra Satakarni whose 
sway over these regions is proved by his description ‘ ti-samuda - 
toya~pitavdhana ’ and lord of Mahendra, Gakora, Siritana. 

For the present we do not like to enter into a discussion whe¬ 
ther Gautamlputra’s description in the Nasik record is conven¬ 
tional or factual, for if it can be proved that central and eastern 
Deccan had been under the sway of the Satavahanas from the very 
beginning, then the description certainly cannot be lightly set 
aside. So let us first examine the four evidences set forth above. 

As Rama Rao bases much of his contention on the find-spot of 
the coins, we may note at the outset the following excellent 
observations of WAV.Tarn:—‘Much use has been made by some 
writers on the find-spots of coins in determining where this or 
that king reigned, but it is not a satisfactory form of evidence 

.coins travel in trade and almost any other kind of evidence 

is preferable.The following rules seem sound. If a king has 

an abundant coinage which is found in many places over great 

distances.that is evidence of a widely extended rule, but 

not evidence that he ruled in all the places where his coins are 
found. If the coins of a king with a very large coinage are never 
found in a particular district, that creates a presumption, in the 
absence of other evidence, that he did not rule there; but if the 
coinage be small, no presumption is created; and in both cases, 
large and small coinage, the absence of coins in a district cannot 
be set up against other evidence that the king in question ruled 
there. If only a few isolated coins of a king be known, the iind- 
spot affords no real evidence for the locality of his rule. The belief 
that the find-spots of copper coins are good evidence of rule, be¬ 
cause they do not travel from the place of issue, is unfounded; 
copper coins must have circulated regularly over all the country 
served by the mint of issue, which might be very extensive, and 
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a good deal more than that can be determined’ 5 . 1 2 

If we now study the findings of the Satavahana coins in the 
background of the above observations, we are constrained to re¬ 
mark that the discovery of a few coins of’ king Satakarni and 
Satavahana at Kondapuram proves practically nothing. Coins 
found in the coastal Andhra district must be taken into account 
very carefully because they may have travelled in trade and we 
know that these coastal districts had been carrying on trade and 
commerce with the outside world. We are reminded of the state¬ 
ment of th ePeriplus that coins of Apollodotus and Menander 
were found in the first century A. D. at the port of Barygaza 
which was never included in the Indo-Greek dominion. 

We must use the evidence of the Hathigumpha record very care¬ 
fully because the epigraph is very much damaged and, of and on, 
different readings have been suggested by different scholars with 
different interpretations. The relevant text, as restored byD.C. 
Sircar, runs as follows: 

“Dutiye ca vase acitayitd Satakarjuiirji pachimadisam hay a- 
gaja-nara-radha-vahulam darjidarji pafhdpayati . Kanhaverpnd - 
gatdya ca sendya vitasiti Asikanagaram (Jayaswal), Mufika- 
nagaram .* 

The above account has been interpreted to mean that the 
Satavahana king (Satakarni I or II) had his capital on the 
river Krishna (Wainganga with its tributary, the Kanhan, 
according to E. J. Rapson and B.M. Barua); in other words, 
the Krishna valley was the citadel of the Satavahana power. 3 


1. GBI , 440-1 

2. Select Ins, 207 

3. On the term Kanha-bemi^a K.P. Jayaswal and R.D. Banerji add the 
following note: ‘the Sanskrit Kpshgaveiji or the modern Kfish^a 
which rises near Dhom in the Satara district. The river flows through 
the Satara, Belgaum and Bijapur districts and the Kolhapur and 
Hyderabad States into the Bay of Bengal through the Krishna 
district of the Madras Presidency. It forms the boundary of the 
Nizam's State from Alampur near Karnul to Nandigama in the Kistna 
district. The rise of the Krishna and its particular sanctity are describ¬ 
ed in the Pat&la-Khanpi of the Padmapurdpa. The earliest epigraphical 
reference is to be found in this inscription and the second in the Nasik- 
inscription in cave No. 10 of the Pantfulena group where it is called 
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But if we consider the hyperbolic nature of the inscription and 
note at the same time the fact that there is no mention of any 
actual fighting between the armies of Kharavela and those of 
Satakarni, we arc left with the only conclusion that Kharavela 5 s 
army failed to advance against the dominion of the monarch 
and then diverted its course, proceeded south and threatened 
Asikanagara. The description of the whole episode in two diffe¬ 
rent parts is not without significance. It evidently records two 
separate operations in the second year of the Kalinga monarch 
and proves indirectly that Asikanagara was outside the dominion 
of the Satavahanas. 

Let us now turn to the literary sources adduced for the pur¬ 
pose. Does the l'uga Purana prove that $atakarni (II) annexed 
Kalinga to the Satavahana empire, proving thereby indirectly 
the early connection of the dynasty with the coastal region ? 
We are quoting below the relevant texts as translated by K.H. 
Dhruva : 

‘At the close (of the period) that powerful chief of the 
Sakas, who was w icked and unholy, will invade the country 
of the Kalingas being actuated by greed. Attempting to siege 
the territories of the ruler of Kalinga belonging to the 6 ata 
( Kaliriga-S&ta-rajydrthi) (that is Satavahana family) he will 
lose his life (in the campaign); and the dense hordes of 
detestable Sakas will, without fail, be destroyed by volleys of 
arrows. Then that king who was the flower of the Sata family 
( Satavaro-rdja) will with his forces conquer the (Magadha ?) 
land and at the end of the tenth year (after the conquest) 
will give up his ghost ’. 1 

In the above account, two expressions are of primary impor¬ 
tance for our purpose, viz., Kalinga-Sdta-rajydrthi and Sdtavaro- 
rdjd. Rama Rao equates Sata with Satakarni II. But the second 
expression clearly shows that Sata is not a personal name; it is 

Karabend. In mediaeval inscriptions it is called Krishna-Vernna. There 
is no doubt about the fact that Kharavela reached the Krishna some¬ 
where in the long and erratic course of that river. It is possible that 
he went westwards because the term pachhima-disaih is expressly 
mentioned. But it is uncertain as to where he reached the Krishna.’ 
{Ep. Ind . xx, 83) 

1 . JBORS , xvi, 22 and 26 . 
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the name of a dynasty. It may be argued that the term varo 
should be attached to raja to make Sdta a proper name. But the 
sandhi clearly shows that it is a part of Sata and it cannot be 
a part of the term, raja. The whole account betrays a remini¬ 
scence of the Saka-Satavahana struggle that ended in the over¬ 
throw of the &aka-KSaharata king Nahapana by Gautamlputra 
Satakarni. But there is no other evidence to show that Nahapana 
or any other &aka king ever attacked or occupied Kalinga. 
On this point, the account of the Yuga~Purdna is a highly 
unhistorical one. Such a source can only be taken into conside¬ 
ration when corroborated by other evidences. 

The Lildvaii , on the other hand, instead of proving that the 
coastal Andhra country was included within the empire of the 
Satavahanas, appears to give just a contrary picture. We need 
not enter into the romantic details of the work of little histori¬ 
cal value, but may simply point out that the substratum of the 
legend is concerned with some sort of military campaign by the 
Satavahana king, Hala, in eastern Deccan and then his marriage 
with Lllavati. 1 Had that region been the original home of 
the Satavahana, W'hat was the necessity, on the part of a 
Satavahana king, to undertake a fresh military campaign there, 
unless we presume that it was temporarily occupied by some 
other power, of which we have no evidence at all ? Such works, 
in fact, can hardly form the basis of sober history by itself, as 
Mudrdrak.sasa cannot by itself form the basis of Candragupta 
Maurya’s life. 

There is thus no authentic evidence for believing that 
Andhra-dcsa was the home land of the independent Sata¬ 
vahanas. This was pointed out long ago by Sukthankar who even 
challenged the Andhra allinity of the Satavahanas on the 
ground that they are never called as such in any of the epigra- 
phic records and tried to solve the problem by locating the home 
in the Bellary District on the strength of the expression 
‘ Sdtavdhanihdra* and ‘Sdtahaniratlha' occurring in the Myakadoni 
and Hirahadagalli records, and pointed out that we often lind 
in history how inhabitants lend their names to the places they 

i. ‘The substratum of history in all this legendary matter would seem to 
be certain military campaigns undertaken in Eastern Deccan, a part 
of which had probably already come under Satavahana sway, but 
some scholars doubt even this.’ Gopalachari, CHIN, ii, 306 
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inhabited originally. This conclusion has, however, been totally 
rejected by later scholars, but it, at any rate, put a temporary 
halt to the old theory that the independent Satavahanas had 
their home in the Andhradesa. 

Scholars, with a few exceptions, who dealt with the problem 
after Sukthankar, maintained that Maharashtra was the home 
of the dynasty on the basis of the fact that the earliest Sata¬ 
vahana epigraphs come from Nasik and Nanaghat. The 
Hathigumpha record shows that the Satavahana kingdom lay 
to the west of Kalinga, and that the Satavahana records from 
the Andhrade:'a date only from the time of Pulumayi. Even if 
we agree with Rama Rao that the eastern Deccan had been 
under the sway of Gautamlputra, we cannot associate the 
earlier independent members of the dynasty, as already shown, 
with that region. The Suttanipdta commentary describes A$ma- 
ka and Mulaka as Andhra (Sk. Andhraka, i.e., Andhra) rajya. 1 
The commentator of the Arthaldstra locates both the janapadas 
in ‘Maharastra 5 . It may be noted in this connection that in the 
Nanaghat record, Satakarni I is described as the lord of Dak x sina - 
patha which, though at a later date included the whole of the 
Deccan, during the time of the early independent Satavahanas 
denoted the tract lying between the Ganges and the Godavari, 
as proved by the evidence of the Suttanipdta 2 . The Periplus on 
the other hand distinguishes Dachinabades from Damirica or 
Tamilacam and the eastern part of the upper Deccan is called 
Masalia lying evidently outside the Dachinabades region, as the 
description shows. Thus it appears that if Satakarni I was the 
lord of Daksindpatha , he was practically the ruler of the Maha¬ 
rashtra region. 

After Sukthankar challenged the Andhra affinity of the Sata¬ 
vahanas, several scholars followed him in the track. K.P. jayas- 
wal thinks that they represented the Satiyaputas of the Asokan 
records, while according to H.C. Raychaudhuri ‘the name 
Andhra probably came to be applied to the kings in later times 
when they lost their northern and western possessions and be¬ 
came a purely Andhra power governing the territory at the 

1. Paromatthqjotika on the Suttanipdta , 581 

2. B. G. Law, Historical Geography of Ancient India, 14 
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mouths of the river Krishna ’. 1 Such theories arise from the fact, 
as held by Sukthankar, that the Satavahanas arc never called 
Andhras in the epigraphic records. But here we should note 
that ‘in those days the custom was merely to note the family 
name in inscriptions, as is demonstrated by the records of the 
Salankayanas, Brhatphalayanas, Visnukun^ins, Pallavas, etc . 2 
The Puranas unanimously call Simuka as belonging to the 
Andhra stock and the dynasty as Andhra while the Vi$nu Parana 
names the dynasty as Andhrabhrtya. The term Andhrabhrtya means 
evidently the Andhras who were once servants and tallies with 
the description of Simuka as the servant of Kanva-Susarman. 
This distinguishes Simuka and his successors from the earlier 
kings who were not subordinates and who ruled immediately 
after the fall of the Maury as. Though in the Nasik record 
Gotami Balasiri claims that her son was an c eka-Bamhana 9 or 
unique Brahmana , 3 the writers of the sacred texts regard the 
Satavahanas as not of high origin. Wc may note here the follow¬ 
ing account of the Bhdgavaia Parana : 4 

Ilalva Kdyiwfi Sasarmanatfi lad-bhrtyo 
vr x \alo bali> 

gam bhokfyaty Andhra-jatiyah kaiicit 
kalam-asattamah. 


1. PHAI , 343; V.S. Bakhle observes: ‘In the Edicts of Asoka we find a 
mention of the Satiyaputras who were on the borders of his empire. .. 
Sir Ramkrishna Bhandarkar suggested that the independent state of 
Satiyaputra army was situated along the Western Ghats and the 
Konkan Coast below; and he further pointed out that along the west¬ 
ernmost portion of the Deccan tableland, we have Mara(ha, Kayastha, 
and Brahman families, bearing the surname Satpute which seems 
to be derived from the Satiyaputta of the inscription. The Satava¬ 
hanas, therefore, it would appear, were the Satiyaputras who asserted 
their independence after the death of Asoka and founded an empire in 
Western India. It is true that the identification of Satiyaputras has not 
been accepted by all scholars; yet the growing tendency among them 
to locate the Satiyaputra kingdom somewhere in Western India is, in¬ 
deed, unmistakable.’ ( JBBRAS , iii, 51) 

2. EHD , ed. G. Yazdani, 73 

3. see infra , Apperdix 

4. DKAy 38, fn. 2 
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Here the Satavahanas are called both Andhra and vrsala. 
In the Manu-sarhhita, iv. 108 and 140, the term Vrsala is used in 
the sense of a Sudra, as explained by Medhatithi, while in x. 
43-5, it is stated that the Ksatriyas like Dravitfas, etc., attained 
the status of a vrsala as they failed to perform the prescribed 
religious duties. 

While searching for the home of the Satavahanas in the 
Maharashtra region, we should note especially the dynastic 
drifts in ancient Deccan. The dynasty of Kharavela is said to be 
a branch of the Cedis who had their home in the Bundelkhand 
region. Evidently the Mahameghavahanas migrated to Kalihga 
and founded a dynasty there. The Iksvakus of Andhradesa 
possibly came from the north. Similarly, the Satavahanas who 
were Andhras were immigrants to the Maharashtra country 
which thus became their adopted home. 



Chapter II 

THE PURAtflC ACCOUNT OF THE SATAVAHANAS 

Besides furnishing us with a list of the Satavahana kings 
with their regnal years, the Puranas make some broad state¬ 
ments that have caused serious differences of opinion among the 
scholars, especially in regard to the starting point of the dynasty: 

1. Relying on the unanimous statement of the Puranas that 
Simuka (Sisuka, Sindhuka etc.), who heads the list of the 
Andhra-Satavahana kings, came to power after overthrowing 
Susarman, the last ruler of the Kam a dynasty, some scholars 
hold that the Satavahanas began their rule in the first century 
B.C. 1 

2. Another group of scholars takes into account the Puranic 
statement that the dynasty ruled for more than four centuries 
and a half, and further considering the fact that the end of the 
dynasty cannot be placed later than the first quarter of the third 
century A.D., as proved by the epigraphs, it is held that the 
S itavahanas came to power under Simuka in the third decade 
of the third century B.C., evidently after Anoka’s death, when 
the Mauryan empire showed signs of disintegration. These scho¬ 
lars maintain that the last Kanva king Susarman was over¬ 
thrown not by Simuka but by one of his successors. 2 

1. Following this tradition, Simuka is placed in the second half of the 
first century B. C. by H.G. Raychaudhuri, D.G. Sircar and others. 
R.G. Bhandarkar places the king about 75 B.G., for he propounded 
the theory that the Kanvas ruled contemporaneously with the later 
Sungas and this Sunga-Kanva rule came to an end about 73 B.G. This 
theory, however, is not favoured by later scholars. 

2. V.A. Smith, K«P. Jayaswal, K. Gopalachari, M. Rama Rao follow 
this view. G. Rao pushes Simuka as early as 271-24H B.G. Rao makes 
the following interesting observation, ‘Simuka is called a Raja by the 
Purdrias and he is styled Raya Simuka in the Nanaghat inscription. 
This title itself need not mislead us into thinking that he was in any 
sense of the term the supreme sovereign of an independent state. The 
inscription was a later one, subsequent to the attainment of Sdrvabhau - 
mat < a by a descendant of Simuka, The authors of the Puranas were 
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Iii the Proceedings of the Indian History Congress , 1952, pp. 
40ff., A.S. Altekar discussed both the above theories, and ulti¬ 
mately supported the second one with the following interesting 
arguments: 

(a) The Mauryan empire collapsed about 187 B.C.; if we 
assume that the Satavahanas came to power about 30 
B.C., then there would be a big ‘vacuum (in the history 
of the Dcccan) of more than a century which cannot be 
explained.’ 

(b ) Siinuka cannot have overthrown the last Kanva king; 
one of his successors must have done so, for he could 
not have become so powerful suddenly as to overthrow 
the Kanva imperial ruler at Pataliputra. 

(c) Though from the coins and inscriptions, we get only a few 
names of the Satavahana kings, archaeological evidences 
are likely to be discovered in future to show that there 
were nearly 30 kings in the dynasty, as asserted by the 
Puranas ; and thus the Puranic tradition that the Sata¬ 
vahanas ruled for more than 450 years would be con¬ 
firmed. 

Though the above arguments are no doubt very forceful, it 
is at the same time difficult to dismiss the unanimous statement 
of the Puranas that Simuka overthrew the last Kanva king (c. 
33 B.G.) and it is the only unanimous broad statement regarding 
the dynasty. On the other hand, there is hardly any unanimity 
regarding the period of the Satavahana rule; it ranges from 
212\ years to more than 450 years. This naturally leads us to 
the problems: Shall we accept the unanimous statement of the 
Puranas or shall we reject it and prefer one about which 
there is no such unanimity ? Shall we write history on the evi¬ 
dences available or on the supposition that fresh evidences 
will come forth from the womb of the future ? A.S. Altekar 
further presupposes that the Kanvas ruled as an imperial 

writing the past history of a contemporary royal family, an old old 
family of unbroken succession, which could proudly trace its beginnings 
to the early half of the third century B.G. If through the whole line 
the succeeding chieftains were all kings, the authors would surely not 
refer to their great ancestor as being anything less than a king.* (EHD, 
ed. G. Yazdani, 113) 
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power at Pataliputra and that Simuka captured the imperial city. 
Before him K.P. Jayaswal also worked on a similar hypothesis. 1 
It is assumed that the dynastic account of the Purctyas has been 
written from the point of view of Magadha. Available evidences 
show, on the other hand, that after the fall of the Mauryas, 
Pusyamitra lived at Pataliputra and maintained the imperial 
tradition, but his successors were reduced to the position of a 
petty local dynasty at Vidisa. 2 The Purarjtas give simply the ac¬ 
count of the dynasty without any reference to the kingdom and 
capital, and so we can easily perceive that after Pusyamitra the 
point of view of the Puranic writers naturally shifted from 
Magadha to the Vidisa region in the Madhya Pradesh. The 
Kanvas also ruled in that region. The rest of North India be¬ 
came divided into a number of petty states as proved by the 
evidence of coins. 3 4 When the Satavahana Simuka overthrew the 
last Kanva ruler, naturally his dynasty also came within the view¬ 
point of the Puranic writers. Thus there is no reason to think 
that Simuka overthrew a very powerful dynasty at Pataliputra. 

Such problems as envisaged by Altekar and others are bound 
to arise as in writing the history of the Satavahana dynasty em¬ 
phasis has been laid on the Vayti and Matsya accounts only. In 
view of the fact, however, that the Puranas have hopelessly 
confused the account of the dynasty, we should make a com¬ 
parative study of all the available Puranic evidences so that wc 
may get the proper light, and should not be biased by one 
account against the other. Now, while ail the Puranic accounts 
start with Simuka, as already stated, the Brahmancja Purana 
makes the following interesting statement in concluding the acc¬ 
ount of the Kanvas: 

Kanvayanas tu caivaraS catvarimsacca paiica ca 
Samd bhoksyanti prthivim punar Andhran gamisyatif 

1. JBORS, xiii. 221-46, cf. EMI, 216-7 

2. EHNI, 23-4 

3. Cunningham. Coi'is of Ancient India, 79-80; Allan, Catalogue of Ancient 
Indian Coins in the British Museum, Intro. 

4. DKA, 35, fn. 42. It is admitted that there is some confusion in the 
exact connotation pf the term j bun ah, for it may mean once more as well 
as afterwards . In fact, in the Aihole inscription of Pulake$in II it is 
used in the latter sense. (‘ punar— api ca jighfkfos—sainyam=akkranta - 
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‘The four Kanvas will rule the earth for forty-five years; then 
(it) will again go to the Andhras. 

The verse quoted above shows that before the rise of Simuka ; 
the Satavahanas had been in power, and a new rise of the dyn¬ 
asty ( punar) happened after the fall of the Kanvas, when Susar- 
man, the last Kanva king, was overthrown by his servant 
Simuka. The independent Satavahanas might have been brought 
under subjection by the Kanvas who are described as pranata- 
sdmantah , and this evidently eclipsed their glory for the time 
being. 

In the background of the above note, let us now study the 
other accounts in the Puranas. 

(a) The Matsya Purana makes the broad statement that 
there were nineteen kings in the dynasty, while three 
manuscripts actually name thirty kings. The Vayu , on 
the other hand, speaks of thirty kings, but the different 
manuscripts actually name seventeen, eighteen and nine¬ 
teen kings. 

(b) The duration of the dynasty is said to have been 460 
years according to the Matsya , 456 years according to 
the Brahmanda, Vifnu , and Bhdgavata , 411 years accord¬ 
ing to the Vayu, (though only 300 years according to 
another manuscript of the same Purana). 

(c) The actual reign-period assigned to the kings according 
to the Matsya make a total of448^ years; it is only 272£ 
years according to the Vayu. 

An analysis of the above statements would clearly show that 
there were two different traditions about the dynasty : 

(1) that the number of the different Satavahana kings had 
been 17/19 or 30 ; and 

(2) that the dynasty ruled for 272J/300 years or 411/448^ ,460 
years. 


sdlam rucira-bahu-patdkaih Revati-dvipam=dsu *— Ep. lnd vi, 5 ). So every 
case is to be decided with reference to the context of the account. As 
the Matsya and the other Puranas excepting the Vayu , (leaving 
the M mss.) maintain that the Satavahanas ruled for more than four 
hundred years, and as again all the Puranas unanimously make Simuka 
overthrow the last Kanva king, it is quite clear that the term punati in 
the ISrahmapda text quoted above must be taken in the sense of once 
more and not qfUr wards. 
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As already indicated we have got three fixed points in the 
history of the dynasty : 

(a) it came to power sometime before Simuka; 

(b) Simuka re-asserted the independence of the dynasty about 
30 B.C. ; 

(c) the dynasty came to an end about 220-5 A.D. 

As all the Puranic lists begin with Simuka, we can accommo¬ 
date 17/19 kings only between C. 30 B.C. and C. 220/5 A.D., 
covering a period of 270/5 years. On the other hand, about 30 
kings can be accommodated only on the supposition that the 
dynasty ruled for 411/448^/460 years. The starting point of this 
period cannot be C. 30 B.C., for, in that case, the dynasty would 
continue upto the fifth century A.D., which goes contrary to the 
archaeological evidences. This tradition evidently has, as its back¬ 
ground, the fact that the Satavahanas started their rule sometime 
in the second half of the third century B.C., but as this list also 
puts Simuka at the beginning, we can clearly perceive how the 
compiler of the record has jumbled up two different phases of the 
dynasty, the Satavahanas ruling before and after the Kanvas. 

This leads us to enquire what may possibly be the source of 
confusion. To understand it we have to bear in mind the fact as 
noted before, that after Pusyamitra, the Puranic acc ounts have 
been compiled from the Vidfca point of view : 

(a) Thus when the Vayu Purdna names only 19 or 17 rulers 
of the dynasty, but observes simultaneously that there were nearly 
30 kings without mentioning the names of others, we have to 
understand clearly that it is dealing with the successors of Simuka, 
but indicating at the same time that there were a number 
of kings before him as well. The predecessors of Simuka have not 
been mentioned, evidently because they do not come within the 
Vidisa point of view. 

(b) The Malsya Purdna , on the other hand, makes the broad 
statement that there were 19 kings evidently from the same point 
of view (i.e. Simuka and his successors), but simultaneously 
names about 30 kings of the dynasty to make the list complete. 
The writer was evidently in confusion; he has put Simuka at 
the top of the list (who heads the list of the second group of 
kings) and has thus jumbled up earlier and later kings together. 

R. CJ. Bhandarkar who first dealt with the Puranic accounts 
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critically observed that ‘the period of three hundred years (300 
years is a general statement, the total of the different kings is 212\ 
years) and the seventeen (18 or 19) names given in the Vdyu 
Pur ana refer probably to the main branch. The Matsya seems to 
me to put together the princes of all the branches (the main line 
and the branches that ruled after the fall of the main line) and 

thus makes them out to be thirty.Thus then both the Vdyu and 

the Matsya Purana each gives a correct account, but of different 
things’. This interpretation, though accepted by many scholars, 
seems now to be a little out of the mark, in view of the Brahmanda 
account quoted above. The Vdyu states that it was giving the 
pradhanyatab account of the dynasty, 1 which has been interpreted 
as the Purana giving the leading names of the family. But in that 
case one fails to understand why the Purana has excluded the 
names of Pulumayi and his immediate successors, for Pulumayi 
was undoubtedly an important Satavahana ruler. Relying too 
much on the authenticity of the Vdyu list, R.G. Bhandarkar ob¬ 
served that Pulumayi, Siva Sri and Sivaskanda who intervened 
between Gautamlputra and Yajna Sri never sat on the throne 
and that they died a> princes, though elsewhere the same scholar 
states that Pulumayi ‘reigned in his own right for four years’. 
This is evidently a defect in the Vdyu list, but this shows at any 
rate that it was not giving the leading names of the dynasty only. 
Epigraphic and literary evidences clearly prove that Simuka and 
his successors who ruled after the restoration of the Satavahana 
power played an important part in the political life of India, in 
contrast to the earlier members of the dynasty of whom we find 
no records showing that they played no important role. Had any 
of the earlier members played a striking part, that would have 
been mirrored, directly or indirectly, in the literature or epigraphs 
of the country. So by the expression ‘pradhdnyatab pravak$ydm\\ 
the Vdyu refers not to the leading kings, but to the leading branch 
of the dynasty. It may be mentioned here that the Brahmanda 
list is in close agreement with the Vdyu , with minor differences 
here and there. 

With the above defects in the Vdyu list and the jumbling up 
of names in the Matsya , it is apparent that we have to proceed 


i. JBORS , xvi, 264 ( pradhanyatah ); Rao, EHD ed'. G. Yazdani, 86. 
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very cautiously in using the Puranic material for writing a sober 
history of the dynasty. Epigraphic and numismatic evidences 
show that from Gautamiputra onwards, the Matsya list has been 
preserved in a rather satisfactory manner, and hence it is apparent 
that the confusion of the names of the earlier and the later mem¬ 
bers of the dynasty occurs in the earlier portion. 

In any case, wc may arrive tentatively at the following con¬ 
clusions : 

(a) the Satavahana dynasty came to power in the third 
century B.C. 

(b) it subsequently lost its independent status but Simuka 
regained the independence of the dynasty; 

(c) there were in all about thirty kings in the family; 

(d) Simuka and his successors numbered about nineteen. 

Caste of the Satavahanas 

In determining the caste of the Satavahanas, we have to re¬ 
member the fact that they were living in an age when both the 
varna and the jdti systems prevailed. The first denotes literally 
colour, whence character, nature and quality, while the second 
"the form of existence fixed by birth' .* D. R. Bhandarkar has shown 
how in ancient period various tribes of foreign extraction that 
entered into India were admitted into the varna fold which divi¬ 
ded people into four grades, brdhmanas , ksatriyas , vaiiyas and 
sudras. 1 2 The orthodox Dharmafastra writers, who wrote from the 
Arvavarta or the Madhyade'a 3 point of view, strongly advocated 
the jdti theory as the basis of the four-fold division and postu¬ 
lated further the theory of mixed castes to account for the presence 
of various tribal elements in society, a hard fact which their 
orthodoxy evencould not deny. 4 

The operation of both the systems are found in case of the 
Satavahanas. When the Puranas state that they are of Andhra- 

1. S. Chattopadhyaya, Social Life in Ancient India , 7 ff 

2. Ind. Ant, ign, iff 

;j. Baudhayana Dharma Sutra , I. i. 2.9; Vasifpha Dharma Sutra, i.8; 
Mahabhdfya , ii. 4.10. Later on the whole of North India, however, 
came to be regarded as Aryavarta or the Aryandom, Mamisa'fihitd, 
ii. 22. 

4. Manusamhita, v: AIbh. xiii 46, 48 
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jati, the stock to which they belonged is evidently meant. The 
Andhras or the present Telegu speaking people are described as 
iasyus in the Aitareya Brahmana, 1 while Manu regards them as of 
mixed origin born of a Yaidehaka man and Nisada woman, 2 and 
living by ‘the slaughter of wild animals 5 . 3 So from the strict jati 
point of view they were not yet of a very high order. 

The varna theory was nevertheless working simultaneously 
within the fold. Thus in the Nasik inscription of GotamI Balasiri, 
her son is described as ekabamhana and khatiyadapamanamadana like 
the great Brahmana hero Para 'urama. 4 E. Senart translates the 
first expression as meaning ‘the unique Brahmana 5 , 5 while D.R. 
Bhandarkar takes it to mean ‘the only protector of brahmanas*. 6 
E. Senart’s translation seems to be the correct one, showing that 
the Satavahanas claimed to belong to the brahmana varna, but 
to Andhra .jati, as assertedby the Puranas. In the same inscription, 
however, Gotami calls herself a rajarsibadhu. K. Gopalachari 
points out that the title of rdjar$i could only be taken by aksatriya, 
and preferring D.R. Bhandarkar’s interpretation, which cannot 
be accepted, considers the Satavahanas to be of ksatriya caste. 7 
Such expressions of diverse connotation in the same record shows 
only that the varna had not yet crystallised into the strict jati 
system in the Satavahana society. In other words, the Satavaha¬ 
nas had not come fully as yet under the social patterns of the 
orthodox (Midlanders) and were still maintaining a liberal frame 
of society, in which persons were judged according to their qua¬ 
lity of head and heart and not by the accident of birth. Their 
description as vr$ala in the Bhdgavata Parma (supra) proves that 
even as late as the ninth century the orthodox society was not 
prepared to accord them a higher status in theja/i scale. 


1. Ait Br. vii. 92.18 

2. Manuscimhitd, x. 36 

3. ib ., x. 48 

4. Select Ins., 197! 

5. Ep. Ind. viii. 6off 

6. Ib., xxii, 32ff 

7. CHIN, 300 
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THE EARLY SATAVAHANAS 

There is still some difference of opinion regarding the metho¬ 
dology to be followed in studying the history of the Satavahana 
rulers, especially before Gautamlputra. We have on the one hand 
the list of the Andhra-Satavahana kings preserved in the Puranas, 
and on the other the archaeological evidences, the coins and 
epigraphs, besides some important literary references bearing 
on them. The evidence of the second group does not always tally 
with the Puranic lists, and thus writing as early as 1919, G. 
J-Dubriuel realised the unsoundness of the Puranic account and 
used them only in the background of other reliable sources. 1 
That methodology should be followed even now. But unfortu¬ 
nately the cause of the Matsya account is still championed, 
and attempt is made to utilise archaeological evidences only to 
justify the Matsya list. The latest attempt in this direction has 
been made by K. Gopalachari. 2 He realised that if the Matsya 
account is to be maintained, Simuka must be kept at the head 
of the Satavahana list. But coins of king Satavahana have been 
discovered proving that he, and not Simuka, was the progenitor 
of the Satavahana kula {infra ). Hence to maintain his thesis he 
identifies Satavahana with Lambodara, 3 the seventh king in the 
Matsya list, on what grounds one does not know. M. Rama Rao 
found a similar difficulty and observed that ‘the Puranas did 
not include the name of this Satavahana because he was the 
small ruler of a petty kingdom and not a ruler with imperial 
dignity’. 4 Here we should only remember that during the 
Ksaharata interregnum lasting for nearly fifty years many kings 
of the dynasty were not rulers of imperial dignity, but some of 
their names have crept in the Puranas. On the other hand, names 

1. AHD , 13-15* 37 ff 

2. CHIN, 293ff 

3. ib. 9 304 

4. M. Rama Rao, Sdtavdhana Coins, 12 
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of several Satavahana kings known from coins are missing from 
the list. 

Though scholars like K. Gopalachari favour the Matsya list, 
we may note an important observation by him in this connection. 
Thus he states that ‘from Apilaka to Hala (eighth and seven¬ 
teenth respectively in the Puranic lists) there stretches along 
period of darkness relieved only by a single point of light (e.g. 
Kuntala Satakarni). But it is probable that fresh evidence, like 
the Apilaka coin may not only confirm the order in the Puranic 
lists, but also open a vista into the period .’ 1 Such an observation 
betrays at least two lacunae : first, what about the names of the 
kings known from coins but not found in the list; and secondly y 
the methodology of history is dependent on what is available, 
not on an imaginary one to be found in future. The observation 
only shows the helplessness of a scholar in dealing with the 
Matsya account. This becomes further apparent when after modi¬ 
fying the Puranic list of Andhra kings ‘in the light of inscriptions 
and coins’, he finds that the number of kings becomes thirty-two 
instead of thirty as given in the Matsya Parana , and then observes 
that the names of two kings nos. 5 and 10, Skandastambhi and 
Svati ‘have to be deleted from this list ,’ 2 but why and on what 
ground we are not told again. 

As already stated, the Matsya list from Gautamlputra onwards 
agrees very satisfactorily with the archaeological evidences. So 
for studying the history of the early kings we shall depend 
primarily on archaeological evidences and utilise the Puranic 
sources only in so far as it agrees with them. We should refrain 
from starting with any preconceived idea about the authenticity 
of the sacred texts. Unfortunately, we get very little information 
about the period immediately after the fall of the Mauryas. Our 
study begins with Satavahana who flourished at the beginning 
of the first century B.C. 

Satavahana 

It was presumed that the Satavahana kula was probably named 

i. CHIN , 304 
a. ib., 326-37 
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after the progenitor of the dynasty, like the Gupta-z/atfrfa named 
after mahardja-G upta. The supposition proved true when coins 
bearing the name Satavahana came to light. One such coin bear¬ 
ing the legend Siri Sadavaha was discovered at Kondapuram, 
while another with the legend ratio Siri Sadavaha ( nasa) came from 
the collection of Hurmuz Kaus of Hyderabad said to have been 
purchased from Warangal. Another such coin was purchased at 
Aurangabad and a fourth one came from Poona . 1 

From such meagre finds of coins, we shall probably be not 
justified to infer what was the region exactly under the rule of 
this ruler, for a single coin could have migrated easily from one 
place to another. The name Satavahana is not mentioned in the 
Puranas. 

These four coins make a very interesting study. V.V. Mirashi 
assigns Satavahana ‘two or three generations’ before Simuka and 
thinks that he was ‘the founder of the Satavahana dynasty ’. 2 
Katare identifies Satavahana with Kumara Satavahana mentioned 
in the Nanaghat cave relievo inscription . 3 M. Rama Rao main¬ 
tains that ‘Satavahana must be taken to have flourished before 
Simuka and Krfna. He could not, however, have lived long before 
them ’. 4 

Satavahana, as already stated, should properly be regard¬ 
ed as the progenitor of the Satavahana dynasty and his 
identification with Kumara Satavahana cannot stand as the prince 
appears to have never ruled at all, evidently dying young. It is of 
course certain that the ‘characters of the legends found on the 
coins of Satavahana, particularly s with its lower part bent 
below the body of the letter, r with a wide top and pointed 
bottom and A with a round bottom resemble the characters of the 
legends found on the coins of Satakarni, on the one hand, and 
of the bigger Nanaghat inscription on the other ’. 5 This shows 
that Satavahana was not far away from the time of Satakarni 
(identified with Satakarni I or Satakarni II of the Puranic list). 
As the Nanaghat record is palaeographically later than the Bes- 

1. M. Rama Rao, Satavahana Coins, gff 

2. V.V. Mirashi, Studies in Indology, i, ugff 

3. 1 HQ ., xxvii, 2ioff 

4. M. Rama Rao, 12 

5. M. Rama Rao, I. c,, 11-12 
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nagar inscription of Heliodoros of c. 100 B.G., Satavahana 
appears to have ruled after this date. Thus though the Andhra 
rule started about c. 232 B.C., after the death of Asoka, 1 the 
Andhra-Satavahana dynasty appears to be a separate one from 
the dynasty that came to power at the time of the later 
Mauryas. 

Satavahana possibly came to power in Upper Deccan during 
the period following the tragic end of the last Sunga king Deva- 
bhuti in c. 75 B.G. 2 when the Kanvas came to power in Vidisa 
and ruled for forty-five years (c. 75-30 B.C.). The Kanvas are 
described as prcmatasdmanta , 3 which seems to indicate that Sata¬ 
vahana lost his independence later on. According to a very late 
Jaina account which can hardly be taken as historical Sata¬ 
vahana was at first a pious man and built Jaina temples and ceti - 
yas. Later on he became wicked and was dethroned and killed. 4 

The meaning of the term Satavahana is obscure. J-Przyluski 
derives it from the Austric word sadaifi, sadarh and sdddm meaning 
horse and han or hapan meaning son, later on Sanskritised into 
vahana. Thus the word, according to the French scholar, meant 
originally ‘ son of horse 5 and it is supposed that princes born of 
union between the queen and the sacrificial horse or during per¬ 
formance of the Asvamedha sacrifice would generally be called 
‘sons of the horse 5 6 . 5 As we have no evidence at our disposal to 
show that the father of Satavahana ever performed an Asvamedha 
sacrifice it is difficult to accept the theory. In the Kathdsaritsdgara 
the word is explained as meaning ‘he who rode a yaksa (named 
Satain the form of a lion) 5 , a fanciful account similar to one 
given by the Jaina author Jinaprabhasuri.® K. Gopalachari 
points out that Saptavdhana is one of the thousand names of Visnu 
who is closely associated with the Sun in the Mahdbhdrata and 
the term Satavahana being derived from it may denote a king 
of the Solar line which would make the prince a ksatriya 7 , a 

1. supra 

2. PHAI, 332 

3. DKA , 35 

4. JBBRAS , x, i33f 

5. JRAS , 1929, 273 

6. Kathdsaritsdgara, trans. i, 37; JBBRAS, x , 132 

7. CHIN, 300 
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theory which cannot be accepted (supra) . He rejects the expla¬ 
nation of the term as meaning ‘seven arrows’ or ‘seven rays of 
the Sun’ suggested by S.A. Joglekar. 1 

Simuka 

If the Puranic accounts may be taken to allude to the status 
of the Andhra-Satavahanas, the subordinate role of the dynasty 
continued till c. 30 B.C., when Simuka, ‘a servant of the last 
Kanva king’ killed his master and became independent. As al¬ 
ready stated, all the Puranas place him at the head of the 
dynastic list of the Andhras, evidently because an independent 
Andhra line came within the purview of the Puranic writers 
who were now composing their accounts from the Vidisa point 
of view. 2 In the Nanaghat cave relievo inscriptions Simuka is 
described as ‘raya-Simuka-Satavahano sirimdto . 3 D.C. Sircar has 
suggested that the lacuna in line two of the big Nanaghat record 
of Naganika contained probably the reading Simuka Sataodhanasa 
vamsa-vadhanasa . 4 This restoration was evidently suggested in 
view of the Puranic accounts making Simuka the founder of the 
Satavahana-kula. But after the discovery of the Satavahana 
coins the picture has changed altogether. As all the Puranas 
maintain that Simuka ruled for 23 years we may tentatively put 
his period as extending from c. 30 B.C. to 7 B.C. 

Simuka appears to have been a very shrewd politician. He 
realised that to overthrow the Kanvas was a difficult task and 
hence entered into an alliance with the maharathi Tranakayira 
whose daughter was married to his son Satakarni (infra). Tra¬ 
nakayira was a Naga, possibly a vassal under the last Kanva 
ruler. Thus several servants combined together to overthrow the 
Kanva regime and the powerful among them ultimately won 
the crown. 

Kr$na 

According to the Puranas, Simuka was succeeded by his 

1. ABORJy xxvii, 2378* 

2. EHJVI,, 30 

3. Select Ins., 184 
4* ib., 187 
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brother Kjrsna. We have in a cave at Nasik an inscription 1 of 
Kanha’s reign which appears to be important for at least three 
reasons : first, it states that the cave was constructed by the 
‘officer in charge (mahamatra) of the sramanas at Nasik’, show¬ 
ing that king Kanha favoured Buddhism and maintained a 
separate administrative department to look after the Buddhist 
monks; secondly, the art critics assign, the ‘Nasik Hall to the 
latter half of the first century B.C. 5 on stylistic grounds and the 
theory is supported by the angular forms of some letters in the 
epigraph. This furnishes us an important clue in determining 
the period when Kanha came to power. It goes against assign¬ 
ing Simuka and Krsna of the Puranas to an early date at the 
close of the third century B.C.; thirdly, the mention of 
mahamatra in the record shows that the early Satavahana admi¬ 
nistration was based on Maurya model. 

The prevalence of Buddhism in western Deccan, as proved 
by the Nasik record, was another legacy of the Mauryas. Ac¬ 
cording to the Mahdvathsa, ASoka sent Mahadhammarakkhita to 
Maharaspra and Yavana Dharmarakkhita to Aparantika for 
preaching Buddhism. 2 It is difficult to determine how far the 
account is authentic, but from his edicts it is clear that his 
missionaries worked in Aparanta which included a part of 
western Deccan strip while his edicts have been found in Maha¬ 
rashtra itself. The Buddhists of Nasik possibly belonged to the 
Bhadayaniya school. The employment of a Yavana for preaching 
an Indian religion is indeed interesting. 

Satakarni 

According to the Puranas, 3 Krsna was succeeded by his son 
Satakarni; Mallakarni according to the Matsya version. This, 
however, seems to go against the evidence of the Nanaghat cave 
relievo inscriptions 4 referring to : 

(a) Raya Simuka-Satavahano sirimato 

(b) Devi-Nayanikaya rano ca siri-Satakanino 

(c) Kumaro Bha.ya 

1. Select Ins., 183 

2. ANM , 216 

3. DKA> 39 

4. Select Ins., 184! 
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(d) Maharathi Tranakayiro 
(c) Kumaro Hakusiri 
(f) Kumaro Satavahano 

It will be seen that in the above epigraphic account which 
names the different members of the family of Satakarni, includ¬ 
ing his father-in-law Maharathi Tranakayira, no reference is 
made to Krsna, evidently because he was not in the direct line. 
It has been inferred that Satakarni was the son of Simuka, who 
is, therefore, placed first in the line of the relievos. As Rapson 
observes: ‘The lists given in such records are genealogical rather 
than dynastic. Members of the ruling family not in direct de¬ 
scent are often omitted. 1 V.S. Bakhle maintains thatKanha or 
Krsna’s name has been omitted from the relievos because he set 
aside the legal claims of Satakarni and usurped the throne. 2 

An altogether different view is maintained by G.V. Rao. 
He argues that Krsna finds no place in the relievos since Sata¬ 
karni mentioned there is Satakarni II of the Puranic list while 
Krsna was the father of Satakarni I. Simuka is mentioned 
because he was the founder of the dynasty. 8 For the sake of 
clearness we may quote the Puranic list below : 

Maisya P. Vayu P. 


1. Simuka 

2. Krsna 

23 yrs. 
18 yrs. 

Sinduka 

Krsna 

23 yrs. 

10 or 18 

3. Sri-Mallakarni 

10 yrs. 

Satakarni 

yrs. 

56(10 ?) 

4. Purnotsanga 

5. Skandastambhi 

6. Satakarni 



years 

F.E. Pargiter corrected 

Sri-Mallakarni of 

the Matsya list 


into Sri-Satakarni on the analogy of the Brahmanda and Vi$nu 
versions and thus he came to be regarded as Satakarni I, 
while the sixth king of the list as Satakarni II. 4 F.E. Pargiter, 

1. C/C, xix, fn. 4 

2. JBBRAS, iii, 53 

3. 1 EHDy ed. Yazdani, 88f 

4. DfiA, 39 
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however, himself has pointed out that the Matsya version of the 
Satavahana is the earliest one and the other Puranas copied 
from it. 1 Now, regarding the third king the Matsya gives 2 3 the 
reading: 

Sri Mallakarriir bhavitd tasya putrastu vat da§a 

The reading in the Vdyu is as follows: 

Sri Sdtakarnir bhavitd tasya putrastu vai mahdrP 

Apparently mahdn is a variant reading for data and the two 
lines show that the Vdyu and the Matsya are speaking of the same 
king. It is clear that Satakarni or Sri-Mallakarni ruled for ten 
years and further the reading Satakarni is the correct one. The 
confusion arises from the later versions of the texts which un¬ 
derwent several revisions and finally got the forms in which we 
have received them. Evidently both the revisionists of the Matsya 
texts on the one hand, and the Vdyu on the other, fell in a faulty 
circle. The revisionists of the Matsya text corrupted Satakarni into 
Mallakarni and they had to find out another Satakarni among 
the earlier kings whom they placed sixth with a total reign of 
fifty-six years. The later revisionists of the Vdyu then followed 
Matsya and assigned the third king Satakarni fifty-six years in¬ 
stead of original ten. Thus the existence of a second Satakarni is 
very doubtful. 

The above conjecture must be supported by extra evidences 
as a large number of scholars believe in the existence of two 
Satakarnis. K. Gopalachari maintains that while the Nanaghat 
inscription and the relievo inscriptions belong to the reign of 
Satakarni I, the Sanchi inscription should be assigned to the time 
of Satakarni II who should also be identified with Satakarni 
mentioned in the Hathigumpha record. 4 G.V. Rao holds that 
Satakarni II is mentioned in all the records referred to above. 5 
While editing the Hathigumpha record D.C. Sircar observes: 


1. DKA.,xx 

2 . ib., 39 

3. ib,, fn. 29 

4. CHIN, 301-3 

5. EHD, ed. G. Yazdani, 81-9 
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‘This king seems to be Sfitakarni who ruled shortly after the 
husband of Naganika according to the Puranas. Palaeographic- 
ally the Hathigumpha record is slightly later than the Nana- 
ghat record. It may be pointed out that the letters of the Sanchi 
inscription of Satakarni resemble the script of the present record 
and may belong to Satakarni II. Of course, if this slight deve¬ 
lopment is overlooked, we may identify both these Satakarnis 
with Satakarni I. But it should be remembered that the big 
Nanaghat record was possibly engraved after the death of that 
king’. 1 

It will be seen that on matters of palaeography, the opinion 
of D.C. Sircar tallies with that of K. Gopalachari, while G.V. 
Rao depends on the view of Buhler that ‘the alphabet of the 
Nanaghat inscription agrees generally with that of the Hathi¬ 
gumpha epigraph’. As there is so much difference of opinion on 
matters of palaeography and as the difference between the Nana¬ 
ghat and the Hathigumpha records is only of a few decades, 
let us turn to the internal evidences of the epigraphs for deter¬ 
mining whether there were one or more Satakarnis. 

In 1.4 of the Hathigumpha record Kharavela says that in 
the second year of his reign he sent an army against Satakarni, 
while in 1.6 we read that in his fourth year the Kalinga king 
compelled the Rathikas and the Bhojakas to adore his feet. 2 
The Bhojakas were the ruling chiefs of Berar while the Rathikas 
the chiefs of the Marathi-speaking districts of Khandesh. The 
simultaneous mention of Satakarni and the chiefs points to a time 

1. Select Ins ., 207, fn. 7 

2. ‘Rafhika-Bhojake stand for the Mah&rafhis and Mahabhojas of 
Satavihana inscription and the minor inscriptions of the same period 
at Kanheri, Ku<ja and Be^sa. The Rathikas are mentioned as 
Ris pikas in the Girnar, Rathikas in the Shahbazgarhi and Rafhakas in 
the M&nsehra version of the 5th edict of Aioka. The Dhauli version 
supplies the analogous form in Lafhika . In the 13th edict we find the 
Bhojakas mentioned with the Pitinikas in Shahb&zgarhi, Mansehra and 
Kftlsi versions.In the Kanheri cave inscription of the time of Vinhukada 
Ghutukulananda a Mahabhoja is also called a Mahdrdja showing that 
Bhoja probably was a title. Mahabhoja or Mahabhojis are mentioned 
in five votive inscriptions in the Kutja cave. In later periods a 
Bhojaka is mentioned in the copper-plate inscription of the Pallava 
wing £ivaskandavarman*. (Ep Ind 9 xx, 84) 
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when the Satavahana empire was a small one evidently confined 
to the western Maharashtra region. On the other hand, the 
title of the Lord of Dakfiridpatha given to Satakarni, in the Nana- 
ghat record, shows that he was flourishing after the fifth year of 
Kharavela as a great king. Had Kharavela met Satakarni II, 
then it would not have been necessary for him to conquer afresh 
the Ra(hikas and the Bhojakas for they had already lost their 
separate existence during the time of the first Satakarni who 
must, therefore, be regarded as a contemporary of Kharavela. 

There are other reasons for thinking that the contemporary 
of Kharavela was the third king of the Satavahana dynasty 
and not the sixth one. As already stated, we cannot reject the 
unanimous testimony of the Puranas that Simuka overthrew 
the last Kanva king Susarman and we have seen that Simuka 
ruled from c. 30 B.C. to c. 7 B.C. The sixth king of the 
dynasty, according to the Maisya chronology, would rule from 
64 A.D. to 120 A.D., when, in fact, the Ksaharatas were ruling 
over the Maharashtra region. Kharavela again can hardly be 
assigned to such a late date. As D.C. Sircar has himself pointed 
out, ‘the angular forms and straight bases of letters like b , w> P> 
h and y , which are usually found in the Hathigumpha record, 
suggest a date not much earlier than the beginning of the 1 st 
century A.D. (cf. d)\ l This is exactly the time when the 
third king of the Satavahana dynasty had been ruling. 

The grand stupa at Sanchi contains an inscription inform¬ 
ing us ‘that an image is due to the sculptor of the great 
king Satakarni’. It has been inferred that the empire of the 
third Satavahana monarch thus extended in the north upto 
East Malwa. The record in fact is incised on the southern 
gateway of the stupa itself. Sanchi was a place of pilgrimage 
where people from different parts flocked for dedication. So on 
its evidence only it will not be proper to come to any definite 
conclusion. E.J. Rapson, however, maintains that the conquest 
of West Malwa is probably suggested by round coins bearing 
the legend Sri Sdta . 2 If this view be accepted then in the 
background of the Sanchi record we may hold that Satakarni 
really conquered the Malwa region. 

i. Select /n 5 ., 206 , fn. 1 
2 * CIC, xciii 
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The Nanaghat inscription speaks of the second ‘horse 
sacrifice’, besides other sacrifices, performed by §atakarni. The 
mention of the second sacrifice shows that ‘two Asvamedhas 
were performed, but the account of the first is lost’. Asvamedha 
sacrifices were generally performed by kings after some victory 
in battle, though at a later period it lost its original signifi¬ 
cance and even petty chiefs performed more than one such 
sacrifices without possibly seeing the battlefield. In case of 
Satakarni I, however, there is no reason to believe that he 
performed the sacrifice without any cogent reason for the 
degradation of the Asvamedha had not yet started. 

G. Buhler thinks that the Asvamedha sacrifices referred to 
in the record were performed by the queen Naganika when 
she had been acting as the regent of her minor sons on behalf 
of her late husband, though according to the £astras women 
are not allowed to offer Srauta sacrifices. D.R. Bhandarkar has 
criticised the theory and holds that, ‘it is inconceivable that 
Naganika, even as queen-regent, celebrated it of her own ac¬ 
cord and to indicate her paramount sovereignty. An Asvamedha 
sacrifice is performed by a king who lays claims to universal 
monarchy by conquering all neighbouring princes, and as 
Naganika’s husband Satakarni has been styled apratihatachakra , 
it is proper and natural to suppose that it was he who celebrated 
the sacrifice twice. What appears to be the case is that Sata- 
karni it must be, who carried out the sacrifices referred to in 
the epigraph, and as all sacrifices are performed by yajamanas 
along with their consorts, Naganika has been associated with 
him’. 1 Indeed, a critical study of the epigraph conveys the 
idea that Naganika was only describing the sacrifices performed 
by her illustrious husband who was vira , Sura, dakfina ( patha ) 
pa(ti) and apratihatacakra. 

The Hathigumpha record gives possibly a clue to at least 
one such sacrifice. The inscription speaks of many victories of 
the Kaliiiga king in different directions. While some of the 
statements may undoubtedly be record of true facts, we may 
scent some amount of exaggeration in others. We should note 
that there is no mention of any actual fight between Satakarni 


i. Ind. Ant. 1918, 72, fn. 11 
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and the Kalinga king. In the background of the verbose 
nature of the Hathigumpha record it will possibly be not 
improper to infer that Kharavela could not fare well in the 
struggle. The Kalinga king’s advance was evidently resisted by 
the Satavahana monarch who might have then performed an 
Asvamedha sacrifice to celebrate the incident, a victory on his 
part. The statement acitayita Satakaqiniqi which is generally 
interpreted to mean ‘without caring for Satakarni’ seems to 
allude indirectly to the fact that the Kalinga king had not 
thought properly the might of his adversary. 

The Nanaghat inscription of the queen gives us an impor¬ 
tant insight into the condition of religion prevailing in the 
Maharashtra region at the period. The performance of the 
aivamedhas shows the presence of Vedism which is further prov¬ 
ed by reference to Rajasuya and other sacrifices in which, 
it is stated, large dakfinds were paid to the purohitas. The epi¬ 
graph also refers to Dharma, Indra, Samkarsana and Vasudeva, 
Candra and Surya and the lokapdlas Yama-Varuna-Kuvera 
and Vasava. 

The reference to four lokapdlas is interesting showing that the 
conception of ten lokapdlas described in later Brahmanical 
literature had not yet taken root in popular imagination. As we 
find its first use in an inscription from the Maharashtra region, 
it is not unlikely that this particular form of worship developed 
among the Aryans of the Outer Band, though it is difficult to 
determine to what extent the Dravidian and the Austric ideas 
played at the bottom. Ordinary people are concerned with the 
four main directions (north, south, east and west) and thus the 
worship of the four lokapdlas , each guardian of a particular quar¬ 
ter, was but a natural one. 

Salutations to the luminaries, though several planets are re¬ 
ferred to in earlier literature, show also how luminary worship 
was gradually gaining momentum in the south. A passage of the 
Aitareya Brdhmana makes the interesting statement adityad vai 
candrama jdyate 1 which not only presupposes many astral theories 
that are budding forth at the present time but also shows how 


. W. Kirfel, Die Kosmographie der Inder , 32 
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since c. 800 B.C. the luminaries were influencing the minds of 
the common man. In this record we find the earliest epigraphic 
evidence of their worship. 

Mention of Sajpkarsana and Vasudeva together contains 
the earliest germ of the vyUha doctrine which is met with for the 
first time in the Ndrdyamya section of the Mahdbharata in which 
Vasudeva, Saipkarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha are worship¬ 
ped together. 1 With the help of the epigraphic evidences we can 
trace the gradual evolution of the belief. Thus the Besnagar 
inscription of Heliodoros refers to Vasudeva alone. The Gho- 
sundi (Rajasthan) stone inscription of maharaja Sarvatata and the 
present Nanaghat record mention Vasudeva with Saipkarsana, 
while the Mora (Mathura) inscription of the time of Sodasa 
refers to the paficaviras which has been taken to mean Vasudeva, 
Saipkarsana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha and Samba. Later on 
Samba became dropped from the Vaisnava pantheon and found 
his way in Solar mythology. 

Thus the Nanaghat inscription is not only an important docu¬ 
ment of political history but throws interesting sidelight on 
the development of Brahmanical cults as well. 

Satakarni I, the son of Simuka and the third king of the 
restored Satavahana line, was thus a valiant warrior who saved 
his kingdom from outside danger and extended its boundaries. 
He is the issuer of Siri-sata coins and also of coins bearing the 
legend Satakanasa or (Siri) Satakanasa or Raj do Siri Satakani . It is 
very doubtful whether we can ascribe to him the coins with the 
legend (Sa)takani Maharath(i) Sadaka. 2 

Vedi-Siri 

It is not easy to determine who succeeded Satakarni. The 

Nanaghat relievo inscriptions refer to Kumara Bha.ya, 

Kumara Hakusiri and Kumara Satavahana, while the big Nana¬ 
ghat record refers to princes Vedi-siri and Sati-siri. The non- 

1. Mbh . xii. 336 ff; for the P&ficaratras, F.O. Schrader, Introduction to the 
PiHcaratra and the Ahirbudhnya Samhitd , Madras, 1916 

2. We may agree with M. Rama Rao that ‘these coins indicate that there 
was a line of Maharafhis who issued coins of the lion type and who 
were subordinates of Sfitakarpi I. * (/. c., 16) 
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mention of the first three princes in the Nanaghat inscription 
seems to show that they were evidently dead when the record 
was incised long after the death of king Satakarni. One Maha- 
Hakusiri is mentioned in a Nasik cave inscription incised by his 
granddaughter Bhatapalika. 1 But this Maha-Hakusiri can 
hardly be identical with Kumara Hakusiri mentioned above. 

As pointed out by D.R. Bhandarkar, Satakarni was pos¬ 
sibly succeeded by his son Vedi-siri. V.V. Mirashi also accepts 
this view and points out that in the Nanaghat record of Naga- 
nika, he, and not Satakarni, is given the epithet rafio and des¬ 
cribed as apratihatacakra and Dakhinapathapati. 2 If this view be 
accepted (though it has not been accepted in these pages) then 
there is no reason to think that queen Naganika had been acting 
as a regent, while the Nanaghat record is nothing but a funeral 
oration of a disconsolate wife. 

Vedi-siri, like king Satavahana, the progenitor of the Sata- 
vahana dynasty, is not mentioned in the Puranas showing that 
the texts have got many loopholes. 

Apilaka 

A coin found in the Madhya Pradesh region bears the legend 
Rafio Siva Siris Apilakasa . It has been held that palaeographical- 
ly it must be assigned to a late date; 3 but there is really no 
such difficulty on this score. The Vdyu puts him after Satakarni 
I while in the Matsya he is the eighth in the list. 

A note of caution should be uttered here. The find of a few 
coins of a particular king in a certain area should not be taken as 
indicating that the region was under his sway, for it is well-known 
that coins often travel from one place to another. It is really 


1. Ep. Ini . viii, 91 

2. Ind Ant, 1918, 72; V. V. Mirashi, Studies in Indology, i, ugff 

3. K.N. Dikshit maintains that on numismatic grounds the place of this 
ruler is more with the later kings of this dynasty than with the earlier 
ones as indicated in the Puranas. K. Gopalachari points out that the 
blank reverse of the coins certainly attests its early age. The early 
forms of s and r which are only slightly developed forms of those of the 
Sri-S&ta coins and the primitive i sign shows that the coin is an 
early one. 
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curious, therefore, that the discovery of a single coin of king 
Satavahana in Kondapuram, near Hyderabad, has led an eminent 
scholar to infer that the ‘Satavahana empire started from Telcn- 
gana of modern Andhra Pradesh.’ 1 Similarly, it has been held 
that a copper coin of king Apilaka, discovered in the Madhya 
Pradesh, ‘attests the extension of Satavahana power in the north¬ 
east in or before his reign’. 2 


1 . SdtavSkana Coins, 23 

2 . CHIN, 304 



APPENDIX I 


ON THE DATE OF KHARAVELA 

Some scholars are inclined to think that Kharavela flourished 
at the first quarter of the second century B.C., on the following 
grounds: 

(a) that the Hathigumpha inscription is dated in the 165th 
year of the Maurya era corresponding to the thirteenth year of 
Kharavela (/. 16) (Dubrevil) ; 

(b) that Bahasatimita who was compelled to adore the feet 
of the Kalinga king (/. 12) is no other than Pusyamitra (Jayaswal); 

(c) that in /. 6 of the Hathigumpha record, Kharavela claims 
that he caused a canal to be dug out again that was originally 
constructed by king Nanda who must be identified with Nandi- 
vardhana (Jayaswal) ; 

(d) that in /. 8 of the record, we have a reference to the 
Yavana-raja Dimita who fled away to Mathura on the approach 
of Kharavela, and this Dimita can only be identified with Deme¬ 
trius I who was the contemporary of Pusyamitra Sunga (Sten 
Konow). 

None of the above arguments appears to be valid ; (a) what 
has been read in the /. 16 of the Hathigumpha record as Muriya - 
kala is really mukhiya-kala or mukhya-kala, and further there is no 
evidence of any Maurya era starting from the accession of 
Candragupta Maurya in c. 324 B.C. Had such been the case, 
Asoka would have dated his records in that era instead of in his 
regnal years; (b) the identification of Bahasatimita with Pusya¬ 
mitra is far from certain. K. P. Jayaswal’s argument that as 
Brhaspati is the lord, naksatradhipa, of the naksatra Pusya or 
Tissa in the house of Cancer in which the planet becomes ascen¬ 
dant ( tunga ), Bahasatimita should be identified with Pusyamitra 
who occupied an ascendant position in North India, has got no 
historical basis. As H.C. Raychaudhuri points out, the Divyd- 
vadana makes a distinction between a king named Brhaspati and 
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Pusyamitra . 1 R.P. Chanda aptly remarks: ‘Even if we admit 
that Brhaspati was also identified by the ancient Hindus with 
Pusya, that does not justify the identification of Brhaspatimitra 
with Pusyamitra any more than the denotation of the same god 
by the terms Skanda and Kumara justifies the identification of 
Skanda Gupta with Kumara Gupta . 52 Bahasatimita was possibly 
a king of theKausambi region, and his jurisdiction may have 
extended over Magadha as well ; 3 (c) similarly, there is some 
difficulty in accepting the identification of Nandaraja mentioned 
in the Hathigumpha record with Nandavardhana or Nandi- 
vardhana. Nandivardhana was a king of the dynasty of Sisun&ga, 
and there is no evidence that the Siisunagas had to do anything 
with Kalinga. As H.C. Raychaudhuri points out: “It is not 
Nandivardhana but Mahapadma Nanda who is said to have 
brought ‘all under his sole sway’ and ‘uprooted all Ksatriyas 5 or 
the old ruling families. So we should identify ‘Namdaraja 5 of 
the Hathigumpha inscription, who held possession of Kalinga 
either with the all-conquering Mahapadma Nanda or one of his 
sons .” 4 L.D. Barnett thinks that Nandaraja may have been a 
local king of Kalinga, but the view goes against the internal 
evidence of the Hathigumpha inscription. As Nandaraja is 
said to have ruled some 300 years before Kharavela, the latter 
evidently flourished at the second half of the first century B.C., 
or somewhat later; (d) as regards the identification of the 
Yavanaraja Dimita with Demetrius I, it may be noted what 
R.P. Chanda has stated in IHQ, v.p. 598: ‘The chronological 
impossibilities in these identifications become still more apparent 
when attempt is made to reconstruct the history of Magadha 
from 175 to 170 B.C. on their basis. If Demetrius, son of Euthy- 
demus, retired from India to face Eucratides when Kharavela 
laid siege to Rajagrha, the latter event must have happened 
in the year 175 (Jayaswal) or 174 (Sten Konow) B.C. As this 
year corresponds to the eighth year of Kharavela 5 ® reign, he 
must have ascended the throne of Kalinga in 183 or 182 B.C. 
With Kharavela’s siege of Rajagrha, the revolt of Eucratides 
in Bactria and the retreat of Demetrius, Messrs. Sten Konow 

1. PHAI, 374 

2 . IHQ , v. 597 

3. supra 

4. PHAI, 377 
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and Jayaswal link two other events, the siege of Saketa and 
Madhyamika by Demetrius and a horse sacrifice (the first horse 
sacrifice according to Mr. Jayaswal) of Pusyamitra. As we 
have already seen, PatafijalTs statements in the Mahabh&fya 
clearly indicate that the siege of Saketa and Madhyamika by 
the Yavana (i.e., the Y&vana king) and the horse sacrifice of 
Pusyamitra were not, strictly speaking, contemporaneous events’. 
In fact, the siege of Demetrius took place before Pusyamitra 
ascended the throne of Magadha after murdering Bfhadratha, 
and this goes strongly against the proposed identification. 

Thus it appears that in determining the date of Kharavela 
we have to depend on the palaeographical evidence of the 
Hathigumpha record, which as already stated, 1 points to a date 
in the second half of the first century B.C., and the meaning of 
the expression ‘ ParUame ca ddni vast Naiftda — rdja-ti-vasa-sata-o ( gh) 
dtitaqi Tanasuliya-v&ta panadim nagaram pavesayati' showing that 
Kharavela flourished some ti-va$a-sata years after Naipda-raja. 
Now, the expression ti-vasa-sata may mean either 103 or 300. 
As it is stated that in fifth year of his reign Kharavela caused the 
canal opened out by king Nanda ti~vasa~sata years back to be 
brought into the capital, we have to place the accession of 
Kharavela either 98 or 295 years after the time of the Nanda- 
rfija. If taken in the former sense, Kharavela becomes king in 
324-98—226 B.G. This date can in no case be later, though 
there is every possibility that it may be somewhat earlier. The 
Hathigumpha record further states that he was elevated to the 
position of yuvardja nine years before his accession, i.e., in 
c. 235 B.C. It appears also from the above discussion that in 
c. 235 B.C. Kharavela’s father was on the throne of Kalinga and 
he also had his predecessor or predecessors who thus become a 
contemporary of A&oka along with Kharavela’s father as well. 
But from the inscriptions of Aioka we learn that in his time 
Kalinga was governed by a Maurya Kumara under the suzer¬ 
ainty of ASoka. This shows that the expression ti-vasa-sata cannot 
be taken in the sense of 103, though on the analogy of the ear¬ 
lier records it may be assumed that it has been used not with 
mathematical accuracy. 


i. supra 
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The above discussions clearly show that we can take the ex¬ 
pression roughly in the sense of 300, which would place Khara- 
vela in the second half of the first century B.G. or the first half 
of the first century A.D. This interpretation, as we have 
already seen, is supported by the literary and the archaeological 
data at our disposal. 



Chapter IV 


ksaharAtas and sAtavahanas 

From Simuka who became independent in c. 30 B.C. to 
Apilaka there now appears to have ruled five kings. The Puranic 
reign periods assigned to four of them (Simuka, 23; Krsna, 18; 
Satakarni, 10; Vedisiri, ?; Apilaka, 12) give us a total of 63 
years. We may assign 15 years to Vedisiri and thus the early 
Satavahanas would appear to rule for 78 years, i.e., up to 
c. 48 A.D. or c. 50 A.D. in round numbers. 

In the middle of the first century A.D. the Scythian— K$aha - 
rdtas made their first encroachment over South India and gra¬ 
dually a considerable portion of the country passed under their 
heels. The Satavahana dynasty was pushed to the background 
and the Satavahana princes maintained a precarious existence 
evidently as petty local rulers outside the territory of the 
K$ahardta kings and some of them might have acknowledged 
temporarily the suzerainty of the foreign masters. This is proved 
to a certain extent by the fact that no king mentioned in the 
Puranas as ruling between Apilaka and Gautamiputra who 
ultimately restored the lost glory of the dynasty is known from 
either inscriptions or coins (see, infra Numismatic Notes). 
Evidently the kings were too insignificant to issue any of them, 
though at least one of them, Hala, is mentioned in a literary 
work {supra). 

For a proper understanding of the K$aharata exploits in 
South India we have to turn for a moment to the events hap¬ 
pening on the northern side of the Vindhyan range. A branch 
of the Scythians, who originally lived in Central Asia, ulti¬ 
mately migrated to India and caused the downfall of the Greek 
rule in the Punjab and the North-Westem-Frontier Province in 
Pakistan. Available archaeological records show that a Scythian 
dynasty using the title of king of kings ruled in Taxila while 
there were several Scythian satrapal dynasties ruling over 
Kapiia, Pu?kalavatl, Abhisaraprastha, Mathura and other 
places. During the reign of Azes II, the fourth Saka or Scythian 
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king of Taxila, we find that the currency ‘suffered a sudden and 
surprising eclipse. The design deteriorated and the workmanship 
came to a very low ebb*. It has been surmised that such a state 
of affairs happened due to ‘some local catastrophe such as an 
earthquake or plague, which had wiped out the mint and its 
skilled engravers.’ 1 

Evidently taking advantage of this calamitous situation, the 
Parthians of Eastern Iran made an inroad into India, wiped out 
the Saka rule in W. Punjab and occupied Taxila. This event 
occurring in the remote Western Punjab bore an indirect effect. 
The Sakas now became scattered and a branch of them moved 
towards the south putting pressure on the dominion of the 
Satavahanas. 

Let us now try to determine the approximate time when the 
process started. When Apollonius of Tyana visited Taxila c. 43- 
44 A.D., the throne of the country was occupied by one Phraotes, 
evidently a Parthian as his name indicates. Following Herzfeld, 
Tam thinks that Phraotes was Gondophames, for the term 
Phraotes may be a Graecised corruption of the word apratihata 
which is a title of Gondophames on his coins. 2 3 Marshall points 
out, however, that ‘the title apratihatacakra had been used by 

the satrap Rafijubula in the Eastern Punjab.It may be noted 

that Philostratos represents Phraotes as being only 27 years of 
age at the time of Apollonius’ visit, which could mean that he 
(if he could be identified with Gondophames) was about 12 
years of age when he came to the throne in 19 A.D. On all his 
coins, however, Gondophames appears as a bearded middle aged 
man. 8 The famous Takht-i-Bahi inscription of the (Vikrama) 
year 103 shows that Gondophames was king in 45 A.D., and 
that his reign began in 19 A.D., because the record is dated in 
his 26th regnal year as well. The Orthanges coins prove that he 
came to power in Eastern Iran, 4 and so 19 A.D. is evidendy 
the date when he began his rule there and evidently it was 
at a later period that he occupied Taxila. From the Takht-i-Bahi 
epigraph it does not necessarily follow that Gondophames 

1. J. Marshall, Taxila, i, 54 

2. GBI, 341 

3. J. Marshall, Taxila, i, 64, fn.3 

4. CHI, 578 
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was in possession of Taxila in 45 A.D. By that time the 
Gandhara country must have been under him—Takht-i-Bahi 
is in Gandhara country—and it is more probable that he occu¬ 
pied Taxila a few years later. Phraotes ruled over Taxila in 43- 
44 A.D. and he did not disturb the Scythian equilibrium very 
much. Azes II still had been in power, evidently somewhere 
outside Taxila, and his rule came to an end under the pressure 
of Gondopharnes as the coins show that one Aspavarman who 
had been a sUategos under Azes II served later on under Gondo¬ 
pharnes as well. The empire of Gondopharnes comprised Seistan, 
Sind, the Southern and Western Punjab, the North Western 
Frontier Province and Southern Afghanistan. 1 He might have 
also conquered and annexed to his empire a part of the Parthian 
dominion to the west of Seistan. 

It would thus appear that though the conquest of Phraotes 
dislodged the ‘Sakas from Taxila, the real disturbance to the 
Sakas in general was caused by the conquest of Gondopharnes, 
and this pressure compelled some of the Saka Chiefs to move to¬ 
wards the south’. If this view be accepted then we may place 
the beginning of the Scythian pressure on the Satavahana empire 
sometime about c. 48 A.D. i.e. just after the reign of Apilaka. 

Inscriptions and coins reveal the existence of two Scythian 
dynasties—the Kfaharatas , and the family of Casfana—that put 
pressure on the Satavahanas. Of these two dynasties, the earlier 
and the short-lived one was that of the K$aharatas consisting of 
two members only, Bhumaka and Nahapana. Bhumaka’s 
coins have been found in Gujarat, Kathiawad and the Malwa 
region. We are absolutely in the dark regarding the relation¬ 
ship of Nahapana with Bhumaka. Rapson thinks that the 
forms of the Brahml and KharosthI letters on their coins make 
a long interval between them almost impossible. 2 As Bhumaka 

1. EHNIy 81 

2. E.J. Rapson, C/C, cviii; Dr. D.G. Sircar thinks that ‘the use of both the 
Kharo?thl and Brahml scripts in Bhumaka’s coin-legends probably 
points to the fact that the Kshatrapa territories not only comprised such 
districts as Malwa, Gujarat and Kathiawad where Brahml was prevalent, 
but also some regions about Western Rajputana and Sind where 
Kharo?{hI appears to have been in use.’ (AIU, 179) But the inclusion 
of Sind within Bhumaka’s kingdom goes against the ^evidence of the 
Periplus which makes Nahapana rule at a time when the Parthians 
were fighting in Indo-Scythia= Sind. 
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appears to have been one of the earliest victims of the Parthian 
pressure, he might have begun his rule about 50 A.D. and thus 
it is not possible to place the beginning of Nahapana’s reign 
later than c. 70 A.D. 

The distribution of Bhumaka’s coins show that he could not 
attack the citadel of the Satavahana power in the south though 
he might have snatched away a portion of the Madhya Pradesh 
from some successor of Apilaka (?). Nahapana was more 
successful in his bid and in studying the history of his reign we 
have to bear in mind the following facts: 

(a) The geographical references in the inscriptions of 
Usabhadata, son-in-law of Nahapana, show that the 
latter’s rule extended as far north as Ajmer in Rajasthan 
as well as over Kathiawad, South Gujarat, Western 
Malwa, North Konkon from Broach to Sopara and Nasik 
and Poona districts. 1 

(b) The Jogalthembi hoard has brought to light numerous 
coins of Nahapana, two-thirds of which have been re¬ 
struck by Gautamlputra Sri-Satakarni, a fact which 
shows that the two kings were contemporaries and that 
the Ksahardta ruler was conquered by the Satavahana 
king. 2 

It is thus apparent that the successors of Apilaka (?) lost 
Western Maharashtra region to the K$aharatas and maintained 
a precarious existence till the time of Gautamlputra who up¬ 
rooted the alien rule and restored the glory of the dynasty. 
From a Nasik inscription 3 it appears that Nahapana was over- 

1. Ind Ant, 1918,75 

2. H.R. Scott, who made a critical study of the coins, came to the conclu¬ 
sion that the coins re-struck by Gautamlputra did not all belong to the 
K?aharata king. We are noting his views here as since not only 
J.G.-Dubreinl accepted it as early as igig, but some recent scholars have 
tried to revive his theory. Scott points out that the faces on the coins vary 
‘greatly in age and not in age only, but in every feature* and so he con¬ 
cludes ‘We may have here the coins not of a single king, but of a series 
of kings, sons and grandsons perhaps of Nahapana, who retained on 
their coins the name of their great ancestor as title of honour.* It will 
be seen that Nahap&na ruled for more than 46 years and so the face on 
his coins must have taken various shapes with the variation of age. We 
are unable to accept Scott's views though G. V. Rao has recently advocat¬ 
ed in his favour. ( EHD , ed. G. Yazdani, g5f) 

t Ins,, igi 


3 * 
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thrown by Gautamiputra in his 18th regnal year. This gives 
us the equation: 

The last year of Nahapana® the 18th regnal year of 

Gautamiputra. 

This leads us to a discussion of the date of Nahapana, which 
would help us in determining the time of restoration of the 
Satavahana power. Nahapana has been mentioned in eight cave 
inscriptions. Of these six have been cut in cave no. 10 of 
Pandu Lena, near Nasik, one in the Gaitya Cave at Karle and 
one in a cave at Junnar. The Pandu Lena (Nasik) records give 
the dates 41,42 and 45. The Junnar epigraph specifies the 
year 46. 

There has been great controversy regarding the era to which 
these dates are to be referred: 

(a) Cunningham, G. J-Dubreuil, R.D. Baneijee and some 
other scholars are in favour of assigning these dates to 
the Vikrama era of 58 B.C. 

(b) Following A.M. Boyer, E.J. Rapson refers these dates 
to the Saka era of 78 A.D. and this view has been 
accepted by a large number of scholars. 

(c) A third view has recently gained ground according to 
which these dates refer to the regnal years of Nahapana. 

We cannot clearly accept the first vie*, for Nahapana is 
referred to as a contemporary prince in the Periplus of the 
Erythraean Sea . Some scholars preferring the variant reading 
Mambarus or Nambarus maintain that the prince of the 
Periplus cannot be Nahapana. 1 It has been pointed out, how¬ 
ever, that ‘the king of the Periplus M.E. Ch. 41, is Nahapana 5 
and this ‘no longer admits of doubt. The text, as based on 
the latest examination of the manuscript, suggests the view that 
the name was originally Nambarus and eliminates the Mam¬ 
barus of earlier texts.’ 2 It has been pointed out that the Periplus 
mentions Malichos (Maliku), the king of the Nabateans, who 
died in 75 A.D., and Zoscales (Za Hakale), king of the Auxumi- 
tes, who reigned from 76 A.D. to 89 A.D. 3 The work on the other 

i. This theory has been accepted by D.G. Sircar in AIU, 178-79. 

3. JRAS , 1946,170 

3. lb., 1917, 827-30 
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hand, confines the Kusanas in Bactria 1 and this appears to 
point to a date before 64 A.D., for the Panjtar inscription of 
that year proves the presence of the Kusanas on the Indian 
soil. In face of all these evidences, we can only conclude that 
the different section of the monograph were composed at 
different times between 60 and 80 A.D. Thus Nahapana appears 
to have been ruling sometime between these two dates. 2 

So we have to select between the second and third theories. 
How adamant the advocates of the theories are in their views 
will be apparent from the pages of the Comprehensive History of 
India , ii, ed. K.A.N. Sastri, where J.N. Baneijea refers the 
dates in the records of Nahapana to the Saka era of 78 A.D. 
and K. Gopalachari considers that they refer to the regnal 
years of the prince. Noting this contradiction in the same 
volume, the editor added the following note: 

‘By following the Puranic data closely, Dr. Gopalachari 
arrives at A.D. 72-95 as the period of Gautamiputra’s reign 
and considers that the dates in Nahapana’s inscriptions 
represent his regnal years. Dr. J.N. Baneijea, on the other 
hand, following Rapson, refers the dates to the Saka era, 
holds that Nahapana began to rule first as a satrap of 
Kaniska and became independent later and discusses at 
some length the position taken up by Gopalachari. It 
would seem, however, that the eulogium on Gautamiputra’s 
conquests recorded in the Nasik inscription of the nine¬ 
teenth year of his son and successor Pulumayi II about 
twenty-five years after they were effected, goes to show 
that the results of Gautamiputra’s success were not so 
short-lived as they must be held to have been if Nahapana’s 
dates are referred to the Saka era’. 3 

E. J. Rapson’s theory cannot be accepted on other grounds 
as well. Since the year 46 is the last known date of Nahapana, 
according to this theory then Nahapana’s reign would come to 
an end in 124 A.D. and as this would correspond to 18th year of 
Gautamiputra’s reign, his accession should be.placed in 106 A.D. 

1. The Periplus, ed. Schoff, 185 

2. For a discussion of the date of the Periplus , B.N. Mukherjee, TheKushd- 

Vas and the Deccan , 123-27 

3. CHIN, xviii 
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From the epigraphic evidences it is absolutely clear that 
Gautamiputra ruled at least for 24 years, while a Karle epi¬ 
graph shows that his son Pulumayi also ruled at least for the 
same number of years. This would show that, according to 
E.J. Rapson’s view, Pulumayi ruled from 130 A.D. to 154 A.D. 
This goes against the mention of Satakarni as the lord of Daksinta- 
patha in the Junagadh inscription of Rudradaman of 150 A.D., 
for Pulumayi never takes the title of Satakarni in inscrip¬ 
tions or coins. Those who follow Rapson suggest that Sata¬ 
karni of the Junagadh record is to be identified with VaSisthi- 
putra Sri-Satakarni of a Kanheri Gave inscription or with 
Vasi$thlputra Ghatrapana Satakarni of a Nanaghat record. The 
Junagadh record shows that Satakarni was the Lord of Daksina- 
patha about 150 A.D. and in that case we have to infer, if we 
follow Rapson, that either Pulumayi and VaSisthiputra Sri 
Satakarni or Vasisthiputra-Sri (Ghatrapana) Satakarni had 
been ruling conjointly or that there was a partition of the empire, 
the latter prince being more powerful than Pulumayi. But we 
have absolutely no evidences for either supposition. This shows 
that Rapson’s theory is untenable. 1 (For further discussions, 
infra ). 

J.N. Banerjea and some other scholars maintain that Naha- 
pana was a viceroy of the Ku^anas; 2 in other words, the Sata¬ 
vahanas after Apllaka were pushed to the background not under 
the pressure of the K$aharatas, but under the pressure of the 
Kusanas. The Kusana domination over the Maharashtra region 
is not supported directly by any archaeological evidence. Such 
a view rests on the following untenable theories : 


i. E.J. Rapson made the above observations before the Andau Stone 
inscription of the (Saka) years 52 came to light and so the question of 
Nahap&na’s date must be discussed afresh. To understand the problem, 
as Prof. Nilakantha Sastri has observed, we have to discuss the follow¬ 
ing questions:— 

(a) In what relation does Nahapana stand to Gas (ana and his line? 

(b) What is the relation between these two lines of foreign rulers and 
the Satavahanas? 

(c) Among the Satavahanas themselves what is the relation in which 
the reign of Gautamiputra Satakarni stands to that of PulumAyi ? 

Prof. Sastri has discussed all these problems in JRAS, 1926, 644. 

CHIN, 274f 
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(a) S. Levi thinks that the sway of Kani§ka extended over 
the North-Western part of the Deccan. He equates 
Sandanes, who had the port of Calliena or Kalyan un¬ 
der his control, mentioned in the Periplus of the Erythra¬ 
ean Sea , with Candra or Candana, Chinese Chen-tan, a 
royal title given to Kaniska. Further, he thinks that 
Tong-li of the Chinese historian should be identified 
with Dravida and thus concludes that the Yueh-chi 
were the rulers of different principalities in the Dec- 
can. 1 The theory is not a conclusive one and does not 
tally with the known epigraphic evidences of the 
dynasty.* 

(b) E. J. Rapson makes Nahap&na a subordinate ruler under 
the Kusanas because one of his Nasik inscriptions con¬ 
tains ‘the important information that the rate of ex¬ 
change between the Karsapana and the gold coin of 
the period, the Suvarna, was as 1 to 35. The reference 
here must surely be (according to E.J. Rapson) to the 
contemporary gold currency of the Kusanas, the stan¬ 
dard of which was apparently that of the Roman 
Aureus.’ 8 The mere mention of suvarna or gold coins can¬ 
not at once refer to the currency of the Kusanas, for 
suvarna as a coin was prevalent in India as early as the 
Vedic times. 

(c) D.R. Bhandarkar has adduced still another ground to 
connect the Kfahardtas with the Kusanas. The Nasik cave 
inscription, No. 12, of Nahapana’s son-in-law Usavadata 

contains the line ‘.data canena aksaya-nivi-Kaha- 

panasahasrani trini 3000 samghasa catudisasa ye imas- 
min lene vasamtana (m) bhavisamti civarika KuSana- 
mule ca\ D.R. Bhandarkar observes that the name 
Kusana ‘appears to have been given to the silver coin¬ 
age of Nahapana, because he issued it for his overlord, 
who must have been known as kuSana i.e., Kusana.’ 


i- JA, 1936, 61-21 

2. For a discussion of Levi’s theory B.N. Mukherjee, The Kushanas and 

the Deccan , ch. ii. 

3. C/C, clxxxv 
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He further connects this Kusana with the Kusana sove¬ 
reign referred to in the Taxila Scroll inscription of the 
year 136, and thinks that he can be no other than 
Kujula Kadphises or Kadphises I. 1 The sense of the 
passage does not admit of Bhandarkar’s interpretation. 
KuSanamula here evidently refers to expenses of outside 
life as pointed out by E. Senart. Further there are objec¬ 
tions to the equation kusana to Guyana or Kusana. 

It is thus apparent that there is no valid ground for thinking 
that the Ku§anas ever extended their sway over the Maharash¬ 
tra country or that the records of Nahapana are dated in the 
Saka era of 78 A.D. As we have already indicated the date of 
Nahapana is intimately connected with the date of Gautaml- 
putra and his successors. V.A. Smith has pointed out that the 
silver coins of the Satavahana king YajnaSri Satakarni imitate 
the coinage of the Saka rulers ofUjjayiiu, a fact which possibly 
proves his victory over the latter. We know that on several occa¬ 
sions the later Saka satraps of Ujjayiiu had to acknowledge the 
authority of some other power and on such occasions there was 
no issue of the mahdk$atrapa coins. Now, before the Satavahana 
dynasty came to an end in the first quarter of the third century 
A.D., these were two occasions when the exalted office remained 
in abeyance—179-181 A.D. and again 188-190 A.D. During 
one of these periods YajfiaSri Satakarni apparently subdued 
the Sakas of Ujjayim, as proved by his coins referred to above. 
TheGunda inscription of 181 A.D. shows the Abhira general 
Rudrabhuti referring to Rudrasiipha as the satrap ignoring 
the existence of any mahdk$atrapa altogether. 2 It is not unlikely 
that Rudrabhuti was an overpowerful general who usurped the 
mahakfatrapa power, but like Pusyamitra did not adopt any 
higher title. Thus by process of elimination we may infer that 
Yajflairi Satakarni extended his sway over the satrapal domi¬ 
nion during the period 188-90 A.D. and after this victory of the 
Satavahana king the then Saka ruler Rudrasiipha I became a 
mere kjatrapa of the subordinate rank. It was evidently after 
the death of the Satavahana emperor that the Sakas recovered 


1. Ind Ant , 1918, 76 

2. Ep Ind 9 xvi, 233 
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their independence and the office of the mahak$atrapa revived 
again. This gives us a fixed point in the Satavahana chrono- 
logy : 

The year 190 A.D.—the last year of YajftaSri Satakarni’s 
reign. 1 

If with this fixed point we go back and build up the chrono¬ 
logy of Gautamlputra and his successors, we get admirable 
results that tally with all other evidences. Here we may first 
bring in the evidences of the Vdyu and the Matsya Puranas : 


Vdyu P . 


Matsya P . 


Gautamlputra 

21 yrs. 

Gautamlputra 

21 yrs. 



Pulomat 

28 ” 



Sivasri 

7 ” 



Sivaskanda 

7 ” 

Yajnasri 

29 ” 

Yajfiasri 

29 ” 

Vijaya 

6 ” 

Vijaya 

6 ” 

Dandasri 

3 ” 

Candasri 

10 ” 

Pulomavl 

7 ” 

Pulomavi 

7 ” 


An examination of the above accounts in the background of 
the available epigraphs reveals that the Matsya version is more 
faithful for the later Satavahana kings, though for the earlier 
kings the Vdyu account, as we have already indicated, appears 
to be a more correct one: 

(a) Inscriptions show that Gautamlputra was succeeded 
not by YajftaSri, as the Vdyu asserts, but by VasisthT- 
putra Pulumayi=« Pulomat of the Matsya list. 

(b) Sivasri is evidently identical with Vasisfhiputra Sivasri 
Satakarni of the coins and Vasisthiputra Sri Satakarni 
of the Kanheri epigraph that represents him as the hus¬ 
band of the daughter of the mahak§atrapa Ru (dra) — 
Rudradaman. 

i. We shall see later on that Yajfiairl Satakarni conquered the Sakas of 
UjjayinI, and it was evidently after his death that the office of mah&- 
k^atrapa was revived again in the Saka kingdom. The SStav&hana ] 
conquest must be ascribed to the period A.D. 188-90, for on other 
occasions when we find no mahak?atrapa, a sign of the Saka kingdom] 
passing under some foreign rule, the Sahas were under the suzerainty 
of the Abhiras and the Sassanids. 
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(c) Sivaskanda is evidently identical with king Sivamaka 
Sata of an Amaravati record, as D.C. Sircar has suggest¬ 
ed. 

(d) Vijaya is known from coins of the Akola hoard. 

(e) Candrasri has been identified by E.J. Rapson with 
Sri Canda II of the coins. 

(f) The last king Pulomavi is evidently mentioned in the 
Myakadoni epigraph. While editing the record in Ep. 
Ini . xiv, pp. 151 ff, V.S. Sukthankar opined that the 
Pulumayi of the record should be identified with 
Vasisthlputra Sri Pulumayi, son of Gautamlputra. ‘The 
absence of the metronymic and the honorific prefix 
sdmi which are always borne by the son of Gautamlputra 
siri-Satakarni, and the alphabet of the Myakadoni 
inscription, which approaches that of the Nagarjuni- 
konda and the Jagayyapeta inscriptions, make it highly 
probable that the Pulumayi of this inscription is the last 
of the Satavahanas in the Puranic lists 5 . 1 

The above discussions clearly demonstrate that for Gautami- 
putra and his successors the Matsya account is a more faithful 
one, though in die reign-period assigned to these kings we find 
some discrepancies with the data supplied by the archaeologi¬ 
cal sources. In this connection we may note the following facts : 

Epigraphic records show that both Gautamlputra and 
Pulumayi ruled at least for 24 years. 

The Junagadh record shows that one Satakarni, the lord of 
Daksinapatha, had been ruling about 150 A.D. This Satakarni 
is evidently identical with Vasi^hiputra sri Satakarni of the 
Kanheri record, same as Siva£ri Satakarni of the Puranas and 
V&listhlputra Sivasri Satakarni of the coins, as already 
stated. 

Yajiiasri Satakarni’s inscriptions prove that he ruled at least 
for 27 years and thus the Puranic account that he ruled for 29 
years may be correct. 

On the basis of the above discussions, and taking 190 A.D. 
as the last year of Yajiiasri Satakarapi, the chronology of the 
later Satavahanas would stand thus : 


i. EH AC, ft 
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Gautamlputra Satakarni . . c. 99 A.D.—123 A.D. 

VasisthTputra Pulumayi . . c. 123 A.D.—147 A.D. 

Sivasri Satakanrii . . c. 147 A.D.—154 A.D. 

Sivaskanda Satakarni . . c. 154 A.D.—161 A.D. 

Yajftasri &atakar$i . . c. 161 A.D.—190 A.D. 

In hts Early History of the Andhra Country , pp. 55f, K. Gopala- 
chari assumes that Gautamlputra Satakarni became king in 
82 A.D. and ruled up to 106 A.D., while in the Comprehensive 
History of India , ii, p. 312, the same scholar holds that Gautaml- 
putra’s reign period was c. A.D. 72-95. It is difficult to accept 
any of his theories since Gautamlputra’s empire, as we shall see 
later on, included Akar-5vanti (East and West Malwa), while 
we have got an inscription of Vasiska from Sanchi dated in the 
year 106 A.D. showing that the Kusanas still controlled the 
Eastern Malwa region. It was evidently conquered by Kaniska I 
who came to the throne in 78 A.D. and not a new conquest 
by V&siska himself. This shows that Gautamlputra must have 
been living after 106 AD. and it was evidently after his death 
that the Satavahana monarch conquered the Avanti region. 

Recently, Prof. G.V. Rao has suggested the followii£ 
dates for Gautamlputra and his successors : x 

Gautamlputra Satakarni .. A.D. 62-86 


Vasi sfhiputra Pulumayi 
SivasrI Satakarni 
Sivaskanda 
YajfiaSri Satakarni 


A.D. 62-86 
A.D. 86-114 
A.D. 114-121 
A.D. 121-128 
A.D. 128-157* 


i. EHD t cd. G. Yaedani, 107 

a* According to Kritomlp (J Ep Jnd , xviii, 318) the second year of 
Gada Sati or Gaodairl (Satakarni) is equivalent to A*D. 210. Now, 
Yajilairi Sfitakarpi Was succeeded by Vijaya, whose successo r was Gada 
Sftti. According to the Matsya Pur&ea , Vijaya ruled for 6 years. Thus if 
we take Krishnaaaalri’f view and begin calculating backwards, we find 
that Visifthlputra Pulum&yi’s reign fells between c. 135 AD. and 
160 AD. But, as we have pointed out before, the Juna g adh record of 
150 A.D. speaks of king &&takar?i as being twice defeated by the Great 
Satrap Rndradaman, and this S&takarpi can hardly be identified with 
V&sfethiputra Pulumayi. 

V. V. Miraahi gives us the following account of SitavShana geneo- 
logy and chronology: 

‘It is well knownthat there was an in te r rup tion in die Sfitsvfihana rule 

(emlinued) 




64 


SOME EARLY DYNASTIES OF SOUTH INDIA 


over Gujarat and Maharashtra. The Saka Satrap Bhumaka established 
himself in Gujarat and Nahapana in Maharashtra. The Satavahanas 
who were ousted from this part of the country, seem to have retired 
to Vidarbha. They attempted to reconquer their lost territory during 
the reign of Gautamiputra Satakarni. This S&tavahana king is said to 
have exterminated the Kshaharata family to which Nahapana belonged. 
The decisive battle seems to have been fought in the eighteenth year 
of Gautamiputra’s reign ; for, soon after the victory he donated a field 
to the Buddhist monks living in the caves near Nasik. The Kshaharata 
Satrap defeated by Gautamiputra is not named, but he was probably 
Nahapana himself; for we know of no successor of the latter. Besides, 
Gautamiputra is known to have called back and restruck Kshatrapa 
coins in order to proclaim the establishment of his rule. The Jogal- 
thembi hoard, discovered in 1906, contained hundreds of coins of this 
type. But among them there was not a single coin of any successor of 
Nahapana, which shows that Gautamiputra came immediately after 
Nahap&na. 

Now, the last known date of Nahapana is 46, which it seems best to 
refer to the Saka era. It is thus equivalent to circa 124 A.G. Supposing 
that Nahapana suffered a defeat in this year, 124 A.G. becomes the 
18th year of Gautamiputra’s reign. Gautamiputra may, therefore, have 
come to the throne in circa 107 A.G. The Puranas name the successors 
of Gautamiputra and give their reign-periods as follows:— 


Gautamiputra 

21 years 

circa 

IO7-127 

A.G. 

Pujumavi II 

28 ,, 

99 

128-155 

yy 

S&takan^i 

29 „ 

yy 

156-184 

y y 

Sivairi Pujumavi III 

7 ,, 

yy 

185-191 

yy 

Sivaskanda 

3 »» 

yy 

192-194 

9 9 

Yajfiairi 

29 » 

99 

195-223 

99 

Vijaya 

6 „ 

99 

224-229 

99 

Ghaoda&ri Santikarna 

10 „ 

»» 

230-239 

99 

Pujumavi IV 

7 tt 

yy 

240-246 

99 


The find of potin coins at Tarhala in the Akola District of Bera i plainly 
indicates that all these kings continued to hold Maharashtra to the 
end of the Satavahana age. The reign-periods mentioned in the Pur&^ias 
are not, however, absolutely trustworthy. In the first place, there are 
many variants, and even if we take the readings supported by the best 
MSS., their statements are in some cases contradicted by contemporary 
inscriptions. The Puranas, for instance, assign a reign-period of only 21 
years to Gautamiputra, but from a Nasik cave inscription he is known 
to have reigned for at least 24 years. There may, therefore, be s imil a r 
discrepancies in other reign periods also. Besides, it is not certain that 
the battle between Gautamiputra and Nahapana was fought in the &aka 
year 46 and not later. Notwithstanding these circumstances which 
render the accuracy of the dates doubtful, we may say that the S£ta- 
vahanas continued to rule in Maharashtra till the middle of the 3rd cen¬ 
tury A.G.* C Corpus , iv, xxiiif) 
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We are unable to accept the above account for more than 
one reason. Ptolemy states in his Geography , composed in c. 140 
A.D., 1 that Siri Polemaios had been ruling in Baithana or 
Pratisthana. Siri Polemaios is undoubtedly Sri Pulumayi and if 
he had been ruling in 86-114 A.D. then it is really curious that 
Ptolemy speaks of a king who ruled more than 25 years before 
his time, and ignores the contemporary king altogether. He speaks 
of Tiastenes or Cabana of Ozene and this Castana is mentioned 
as a ruling prince in the Andau record of 130 A.D., and so 
Pulumayi must have been his contemporary. Yajftasri Satakarni 
was an important king and the non-mention of his name in 
Ptolemy’s Geography appears to be significant, for Ptolemy’s 
account of South India has been considered by competent 
critics to be more or less a contemporary one. Again, the close 
resemblance between the characters of Nahapana’s records and 
those of the Andau inscription of the time of Ca$tana and 
Rudradamanof 130 A.D. shows that Nahapana’s dates cannot 
be so early as has been supposed by the scholar, for this would 
make his last year correspond to 80 A.D. [18 years of Gautami- 
putra, 62 +18 « 80 A.D. —the last year of Nahapana’s reign.] 
According to the scheme of chronology suggested by us, 
Nahapana was uprooted by Gautamlputra Satakarni in c. 117 
A.D. This shows that the years mentioned in his records cannot 
be ascribed to the Saka era of 78 A.D. Nahapana ruled after 
Bhumakaand thus it is not unlikely that the records of Nahapana 
are dated in his regnal years. This appears to be supported by 
traditions preserved in the Jaina Paftavalis and Jinasena’s 
Harivatjila which assign a period of 40 and 42 years respectively 
to Naravahana or Nahapana—a fact showing that Nahapana 
ruled for more than 40 years. 2 The large number of coins 
issued by Nahapana also attest a long reign. 


1. ‘So the Geography was composed between c. February of A.D. 141 and 
the death of Ptolemy some time in the period ranging from some time of 

c. A.D. 161 toe. March of A.D. 185.The more exact date for 

each of such sources has to be ascertained with the help of internal 
evidence.* (B.N. Mukheijee, The JCushanas and the Deccan, 129) Though 
Ptolemy might have composed his account about 140-1 A.D. the mate¬ 
rials on which he depended were evidently of a little earlier date. 

2. S. Chattopadhyaya, The Sakas in India, 57 
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Allan is inclined to place Nahapana much earlier. His 
arguments are as follows : 

‘A Kfaharata, satrap called Ghataka is mentioned in an 
inscription from Mathura, while Nahapana used the Indian 
title raja on the reverse of his coins, and raja and kfatrapa in a very 
corrupt Greek legend on the obverse which suggests a date 
contemporary with Rafijubula or Rajula. His coins cannot be 
assigned to so late a date in the second century A.D. for this 
would make the interval between Nahapana and the Mathura 
dynasty too great.’ 1 

We cannot, however, agree with this view. The K$ahardta 
satrap Ghataka need not be connected with the line of Naha¬ 
pana, and further, as Allan himself states, the coins of Nahapana 
and Rafijubula may have been derived from the same proto¬ 
type. Under the circumstances, there is no harm if the interval 
between Nahapana and the Mathura dynasty becomes too 
great. 

Much of the area ruled over by Nahapana appears to have 
been conquered by his predecessor, for the only military 
achievement of his reign was the conquest of the Malayas by 
R^abhadatta or U§abhadata, the son-in-law of Nahapana. This 
seems to show that between Bhumaka and Nahapana there 
was another king whose reign might have been short but who 
had extensive conquest in South India to his credit. In Nasik 
Cave inscription, no. 10, Rsabhadatta states: “And by the 
order of the lord, I went to relieve the chief of the Uttama- 
bhadras, who was besieged for the rainy season by the Malayas; 
and the Malayas fled as it were at the sound (of my approach) 
and were made prisoners by the Uttamabhadras. Thence I 
went to the Puskara lake and was consecrated, and made a 
donation of three thousand cows and a village.” 2 Who these 
Uttamabhadras were we do not know. The Malayas have been 
supposed to be either ‘the inhabitants of the Malaya hills in 
Southern India’ or ‘the Malavas’. The latter identification is 
more probable. * 

The location of the capital of Nahapana is a matter of great 

1. Cambridge Shorter History of India 

2. Ep Indy viii 78; Arch. Surv. West. Ind. 9 vol. iv 99, no. 5 
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controversy among the historians. The Periplus states: ‘Beyond 
the gulf of Baraca is that of Barygaza and the coast of the 
country of Ariaca, which is the beginning of the kingdom of 
Nambanus and of all India. That part of it lying inland and 
adjoining Scythia is called Abiria, but the coast is called 
Syrastrene... The metropolis of this country is Minnagara, 
from which much cotton cloth is brought down to Barygaza. In 
these places, there remain even to the present time signs of the 
expedition of Alexander, such as ancient shrines, walls of forts 
and great well.’ 1 In any case, it must have been an inland town, 
for, we are informed by the Periplus that, much cotton cloth 
was brought from here to the port of Barygaza. Its position is 
indicated by the fact that ‘ordinary 5 cloth, i.e., of coarser sort, 
came to Barygaza‘through Ozene (Ujjayinl) and Minnagara 5 . 
Minnagara, therefore, lay on the route from Barygaza to Ozene. 
The name of the capital was probably ‘Nagara 5 and the epithet 
Min signified its association with the Sakas. 2 

The name Nahapana is completely un-Indian. Naha in 
Iranian and Armenian means people, while pana in Iranian 
means protege; cf. Artaban, Darapanah 3 etc. His son-in-law 
Rsabhadatta takes an Indian name. Either he was an Indian or 
an Indianised Scythian. Inscriptions bear out the fact that he 
was equally tolerant towards the Buddhist and the Brahmanical 
creeds. We find him making tirtha-yatras to the Brahmanical 
sacred places, on the one hand, and making donations to the 
Buddhist monks, on the other. His epigraphs may be taken 
indeed as throwing interesting side-lights on the religious 
belief of the Sakas of his age. We may note here the contents of 
a few of them .... 

i. Nosik inscription no . 10, records his gifts mostly to the 
gods and the Brahmanas, made by him on the river 
Barnasa, at the tirtha of Prabhasa at Bharukaccha, 

i. l.c., 39 

a. For different locations of the capital, see Fleet JRAS, 1912, 788, where 
Minnagara is identified with Dohad in Panch-Mahals; Ind Ant, 1926, 
143, where it is identified with Junnar; Bhandarkar thinks that it was 
Mandasor, cf. Bomb. Gaz . I.i. 1511. For Broach as :the capital of Naha¬ 
pana, see Avdjydka Sutra, JBORS, 1930, 290; also IHQ, 1929, 356. 

3. JRAS, 1906, 211 
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Dalapura, Govardhana, Surparaka, at the rivers Iba, 
Parada, Damana, Tapi, Karabena, Dahanuka, and at 
the village of Nanaipgola to the congregation of 
Carakas at Pinxditakavada, Govardhana, Suvama- 
mukha, and the Ramatlrtha in Surparaka. It records 
further his abhifeka and donations at Pujkara and his 
donations of a field to the congregation of monks of 
the four-quarters. 

ii. Nosik inscription no . 12, records the dedication of a cave 
and an endowment of money to the community 
(saipgha) of the four-quarters, besides a dedication of 
money to gods and Brahmanas. 

iii. Nosik inscription no. 14, records his gifts to gods and 
Brahmanas at Ghechinina, Dahanukanagara, Kekapura 

.and the bestowing of money and tirtha on the 

Barnasa river. 

iv. Kanheri inscription , Luders no. 1099, records his gift of 
the village of Karajika to the monks residing in the 
caves at Valuraka for the support of the congregation 
(samgha) of the four-quarters and his donations to the 
Brahmanas on the river Barnasa and at Prabhasa. 

Some of Rsabhadatta’s gifts might have been in favour 
of the Saka-(Maga) Brahmanas, who were present in South 
India, as evidenced by the Geography of Ptolemy, 1 but many 
of his gifts and actions were directed in favour of the Indian 
Brahmanas, and his actions prove beyond doubt that he had 
great respect for the Brahmanical religion. In this connection, 
the statement of the Nasik inscription no. 10 Prabhdse pwnya - 
tirthe Brdhmanebhyo’ftabhdrydpraddnena, an epithet applied to 
Rsabhadatta, may be compared with the Mbh. iii. 82.20 ff. 
Where Prabhasa is called the best of the tirthas , and the 
Kurma-Purdna ii. 39.79, Vifnusamhitd, 19, and Padma Puraria 
(Brahmakhanda) ch. 24, where gifts of money, maidens, etc. 
to the Brahmanas at sacred places are highly recommended. 
The Puranas, in fact, devote large spaces for the purpose of 
describing the importance of the various tirthas or sacred 
places in different parts of India. The custom of going to 


i. Ptolemy, ed. Renou, 33 
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pilgrimage, as Rsabhadatta did, went throughout the ancient 
period and even Muslim writers have noted how thousands of 
pilgrims used to visit the Sun temple at Multan and the Siva 
temple at Prabhasa. 

Rsabhadatta favoured Buddhism also which, however, 
failed to deepen its root in the Maharashtra region. Nasik, as 
we have already seen, 1 was a stronghold of the Buddhists 
during the time of the early Satavahanas. In the age of the 
Sakas, however, Kanheri seems to have been the other Bud¬ 
dhist establishment of this region as evidenced by the epi- 
graphic records discovered there. At the establishment of 
Nagarjunikonda, we hear of the Saka Moda and his sister 
Budh! who were followers of that creed, 2 but at Kanheri, 
which was included within the empire of the ksatrapas, we 
hear of no Saka worshippers. In the Deccan, Buddhism 
seems to have made no great progress and Fa-hian did not visit 
the country because he was told that the people there followed 
heretical views and did not follow the Sramanas and the law of 
the Great Buddha. Similar was probably the case also in 
Western India in our period, though there may have been a 
few sarjtghdrdmas here and there, which flourished under the 
patronage of the later SatavShana monarchs. 

We are fortunate in having in the Periplus of the Erythraean 
Sea an account of the trade and commerce of South India when 
Nahapana had been ruling. The name of the author of the 
Periplus is unknown though he appears to . have been an 
Egyptian Greek and a merchant who possibly visited India 
on more than one occasions. There were several factors that 
encouraged trade between South India and the Western 
world during this period. The rivalry between Rome and 
Parthia blocked the land route, while the discovery of the 
nature of monsoon winds about 45 A.D. on a scientific basis 


i. supra 

a. Bp Indy xx, 37. «The donor was Budhf (i.e., Buddhi), the sister of 
Mod*, the Saka. If this interpretation is correct, the mention of a Saka 
or Scythian is a point of special interest. In this connection it should 
be noted that among the sculptures excavated by Mr. Longhurst at 
Nagarjunikonda there are two showing a warrior in Scythian dress.’ 
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gave a great impetus to the maritime trade. 1 (cf. supra, 
Kennedy’s views) It was found that with the help of these 
winds a ship starting from the mouth of the Red Sea would 
reach the ports of South India in forty days or even less. The 
foundation of the Roman empire further gave peace which 
facilitated the adventure of the traders. On the high sea they 
could now feel secure against the operations of the pirates.* 
There was further great demand for Indian pepper, fine 
muslin and other luxury goods in the Western world and the 
large number of Roman coins discovered in South India bear 
witness to this voluminous trade. [On the basis of these coins 
R. Sewell has arrived at the following facts regarding the 
nature of Indo-Western trade: 

1. During the Consulate there was practically very little 
trade between Rome and India. 

2. After Augustus came to the throne this trade increased 
by leaps and bounds till the time of Nero who died in 
68 A.D. 

i. We may note here the following interesting observations by W.W. 
Tarn : “I have carefully avoided mentioning the much discussed and 
variously dated Hippalos, the traditional ‘discoverer* of the south-west 
monsoon, for it matters nothing to me which stage he inaugurated or 
even whether he was not a man at all but either a sailor’s name like 
Davy Jones or a personification of the monsoon, as Greeks had per¬ 
sonified other winds as Boreas or Zephyrus. And I have also not men¬ 
tioned ‘direct* voyages, because the first man who went right through 
from India to Egypt or vice versa could have done it as well coasting 
as in any other way. One Indian and perhaps a second, who cannot 
be dated, appeared in Egypt in the Ptolemaic period, but the first man 
actually recorded to have gone all the way by sea was the Indian cap¬ 
tain who in the reign of Ptolemy Euergetes II was picked up half-dead 
in the Red Sea, having lost his crew ( ? killed by Arabs); and the 
first Greek recorded as having gone all the way was Eudoxus of 
Cyzicus, who sailed under that Indian’s guidance to Demetrias or 
Barygaza. Eudoxus got back to Egypt before Euergetes* death in 116, 
but his subsequent activity was under that king’s successors; his voyage 
therefore was c. 120 and he presumably coasted. After him a few 
ships in the late Ptolemaic period went right through from Egypt to 
India, but the extreme rarity of Ptolemaic coins in India shows that to 
the end the Ptolemies really relied on their Arab middlemen**. (GBI, 
37 °) 

For piracy on the Indian coast see irrfra. 


2. 
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3. In the post-Nero epoch the trade had been gradually 
declining till the time of Caracalla (217 A.D.) after 
which it came to a standstill. 1 

It is generally believed that the Roman merchants had pos¬ 
sibly a colony and a mint at Madura while the Peutingerian 
tables locate near Muziris a temple of Augustus. 2 We may note 
in this connection that the literature of the Sangam age refers 
to the presence of the Yavanas and seaport towns like Mamalla- 
puram, Puhar and Korkai where possibly many foreign 
merchants used to live. 3 

The Periplus speaks of Barygaza, a Greek corruption of 
ancient Bhrgukaccha or Broach at the mouth of the Narmada, 
which was the port par excellence of the kingdom of Nambanus 
who is certainly no other than Nahapana, though D.G. Sircar 
thinks otherwise preferring the variant reading Mambarus or 
Nambarus. 4 Commodities flowed to Barygaza from the Punjab, 
North-Western Frontier Province, Kashmir and Eastern 
Afghanistan through Ozene (Ujjayinl), Paethan (Pratisthana) 
and Tagara (Ter). The merchants of North India could not 
use Barbaricum, the port of Sind, as the Parthian princes were 
fighting with one another in this region. 5 'Under the able rule 
of Nahapana North-Western Peninsula evidently saw peace and 
prosperity and Barygaza, therefore, became the natural outlet 
for the northerners. 

The other important port of Dachinabades was Calliena, 
the modern Kalyan, on the eastern shore of the harbour of 
Bombay. c The name was also applied to the strip of coast on 
either side of the harbour between 18° and 20° N.’ The Periplus 
makes the interesting statement that in the time of elder 
Saraganus Calliena was a lawful market town, ‘but since it 
came into the possession of Sandares the port is much obstruct¬ 
ed, and Greek ships landing there may chance to be taken to 

1. JRAS , 1904, 591-637 

2. cf. R.E.M. Wheeler, A. Ghosh and Krishna Deva : ‘Arilcamedu : and 
Indo-Roman Trading Station on the East 'Coast of India*. {Ancient 
India , No. 2, July 1946) 

3. K.A.N. Sastri, The Colas , i, 97-103 

4. All 7 , 178-9; cf. contra. JRAS, 1946, 170, also supra 

5. The Periplus , ed. Schoff, 37, 41 
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Barygaza under guard’. 1 Elder Saraganus is evidently Sata¬ 
karni I, while as we have already seen, the identification of 
Sandanes with Kaniska, as proposed by S. Levi, can hardly be 
accepted. Who was then this Sandares ? 

W. Schoff identifies Sandares with Sundara Satakarni 
(Matsya no. 20; Vayu no. 10 calls simply Satakarni). If we 
accept this view we shall have to conclude that a branch of the 
Satavahanas had been ruling as subordinate under the Ksaha- 
rata king Nahapana. It may, of course, be argued that the 
Puranas do not record the names of subordinate, but of inde¬ 
pendent, rulers. It should, however, be noted that though 
this is the ordinary system or rule followed by the Puranic 
writers, this is not always the case. The Vakatakaking Vindhya- 
Sakti finds a prominent mention in the Puranic list of kings, 
but from the Ajanta inscription of Harisena it is clear that he 
was not an independent ruler and this view has been accepted 
by all the historians. 

Leaving our topic aside we may deal a little more with this 
vexed question of the Satavahana list of kings. The example of 
Sundara Satakarni or Sundara Svatikarna seems to show that 
the list of Puranic kings from Satakarni I to Gautamlputra 
(with the exception of Apllaka), eighteen names in all, contains 
names of a few subordinate rulers and also of the different 
members of the dynasty ruling over different parts of South 
India. It may also contain a few names that appeared on the 
scene before Simuka even. 2 

(a) One Kuntala Satakarni is mentioned in the Matsya as 
no. 13, but no such name is found in the Vdyu list. If he 
ruled during this period, he must have his charge over 
the BanavasI or the VaijayantI region, as his designa¬ 
tion shows. He is mentioned in the Kdmasutra of Vatsya- 
yana as a king of Kuntala who killed his wife Malaya- 
vatl in course of an amorous play. 3 

x. The Psriphu, ed. Schoff, 43 

2. It is difficult to agree with V. V. Mxrashi that during the K?aharata 
interregnum the Satavahanas were living in the Vidarbha region, 
whatever may be the evidence of the Tarhala hoard; ( JNS 1 , ii. 838*) 
The account of Kuntala £&takarni and H&la goes against the theory. 

3. Kdmasutra , ii. 7. It may be noted that this S&takargi is called Sfitft» 
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(b) King Hala (Matsya no. 17, Vdyu no. 7) is very famous 
in Indian legends and is credited with the authorship 
of Gathasaptaiati, though the work appears to be a very 
late one. 1 As we have already seen, the LUavati con¬ 
nects him with an expedition in the Sapta-Godavari re¬ 
gion, modern Draksharama, in the Godavari district. 2 
The account can hardly be regarded, however, as a 
piece of sober history. Hemacandra in his Abhidhanacinta - 
mani equates Hala with Satavahana. The tradition 
that Guna<jhya, the author of the Brhatkatha was one 
of his ministers lacks authenticity. 

From the above account it is thus clear that during the 
period c. 50 A.D.—c. 99 A.D., when the Ksaharatas dominated 
over the western part of the Maharashtra region, the Sata- 
vahanas maintained a precarious existence. It is not easy to 
determine the cradle of this truncated Satavahana power. The 
evidence of the Kamos Utra shows that some members ruled in 
the S.W. Maharashtra region. The Puranas assert that the 
Andhra-Satavahanas were divided into five {paflca) different 
branches. 8 The term paflca may not be exactly correct, but it 
seems to throw to some extent light on this confused period, 
when possibly the different branches of the Satavahanas ruled 
over different principalities. 

To return to the account of the Periplus. An important 
market town of the western region was Suppara (modern 
Sopara, a few miles north of Bombay and ancient Surparaka) 
which along with Calliena played an important part between 
India and the Western world. 

To the South of Calliena were in descending order Semylla 
(Ghaul, about 25 miles South of Bombay), Mandagora (Bankot, 

vahana alio. The commentator maintains that he was called Kuntala 
as he was bom in the province of the same name. This may show that 
the father of Kuntala Sfitakarni also ruled over the Kuntala country. 
From Rijaiekhara’s Kdvyamtmdjpsd it appears that Kuntala Satavahana 
introduced the use of Prakrit by the ladies of the harem. 

H&la is mentioned in Lildvati f Abhidhdnacintdmapi and Deitnamamald. 
a. supra . M. Rama Rao attributes two lead coins in Kaus collection to 
this king, which, however, seems to be very doubtful. (JJfSI, xiii, 
I32f; List of Published Satavahana Coins , 7) 

3. cf. Vdyu, 99, 358 
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at the mouth of the Savitri river) Palaipatmae (Dabhol), 
Melizigara (Jaigarh), Byzantium (Vijayadurg), Togarum 
(Devgarh) and Aurannoboas (Malvan). It is difficult to deter¬ 
mine the relative importance of these market towns, but when 
they are mentioned in a foreign account of trade and commerce 
it should be assumed that they were of some importance be¬ 
sides others into the interior which might have served mainly 
the purpose of internal trade. 

In the background of the Kdmasutra account noted above it 
would appear that the market towns of Byzantium, Togarum 
and Aurannoboas belonged to the kingdom of the Satavahanas, 
who must therefore have patronised the Indo-Occidental trade 
which evidently saved them from complete eclipse. This trade 
could not have been a very extensive one in view of the fact that 
the pirates occupied the small islands nearby. 1 Evidently there¬ 
fore the Satavahanas of the place had to pay more attention to 
the internal trade with the eastern and southern kingdoms. 

The kingdom lying to the south of the principality of the 
Satavahanas was Cerobothra, the Keralaputra of the A£okan 
edicts, which along with the Parujya and the Cola formed the 
principal political units of Damirica, i.e., Tamilakam. The early 
history of these kingdoms is disclosed to us by the Sangam 
literature which, however, can hardly be regarded as fully 
authentic in the absence of any other corroborative evidence. 2 


1. The Periplus states : ‘Then there are the islands called Sesecrienae 
(Vengurla rocks) and that of the Aegidii (Goa), and that of the 
Caenitae (Oyster rocks, west of and facing the roadstead of Karwar), 
opposite the place called Chersonesus (Karwar) (and in these places 
there are pirates) and after this the White Island (this is probably the 
modern Pigeon Island also known as Nitran) .* W.H. Schoff t h i n ks 
that, ‘this is probably the same as Nitrias of Pliny(VI, 26), the strong¬ 
hold of the pirates, who threatened the Roman merchants; and maybe 
the Nitra of Ptolemy.’ He also draws our attention to the observation 
of Yule to the effect that the ‘northern part of Malabar, Kanara, and the 
Southern Konkan, were a nest of pirates from a very ancient date until 
well into the 19th century, when their occupation was destroyed by the 
British arms.* ( l.c . 203) Suppara and the city of Calliena also felt 
the pressure of piracy which possibly led to the fall of Calliena and 
Dounga came to occupy its place. (Ptolemy, ed. L. Renou) 

2. Vide, supra, ch. 
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From the Periplus it appears that Muziris (Caranganore) of the 
kingdom of Cerobothra and Nelcynda (Kottyam) of the Parujyan 
principality were important centres of trade. In fact, Muziris 
abounded in ships ‘sent there with cargoes from. Arabia and by 
the Greeks*. 

On the eastern side of the peninsula, the Periplus speaks of 
many harbours and market towns but only two of them can be 
located with some amount of certainty, viz., Masalia near 
Masulipatam and Gange at the mouth of the Ganges. These 
ports carried on trade mainly with South-East Asia. 

The port of Barygaza, the port par excellence of the time, im¬ 
ported ‘wine, Italian preferred, also Laodicean and Arabian; 
copper, tin and lead; coral and topaz; thin clothing and inferior 
sorts of all kinds; bright-coloured girdles a cubit wide; storax, 
sweet clover, flint glass, realgar, antimony, gold and silver 
coin, on which there is a profit when exchanged for the money 
of the country; and ointment, but not very costly and not much. 
And for the King there are brought into those places very 
costly vessels of silver, singing boys, beautiful maidens for the 
harem, fine wines, thin clothing of the finest weaves, and the 
choicest ointments. There are exported from these places spike¬ 
nard, costus, bdellium, ivory, agate and camelian, lycium, 
cotton cloth of all kinds, silk cloth, mallow cloth, yarn, long 
pepper and such other things as are brought here from the 
various market towns.’ 1 

Trade and commerce presuppose bank facilities which were 
provided in ancient India by guild organisations, and there are 
evidences for believing that they flourished unhampered under 
the K$ahardtas . Thus Nasik inscription no. 12 records the in¬ 
vestment by R§abhadatta, son-in-law of Nahapana, of 2000 
karsapanas with the ‘western weavers’ guild’, at the rate of 1% 
interest per month, with the further condition that the princi- 

i. The Periplus , 42. The interesting statement that for the king there were 
brought from outside very costly vessels of silver, singing boys, beauti¬ 
ful maidens for the harem, fine wines, etc. would show at once that 
king Nahapana was a man of fashion with tastes of luxury. The sing¬ 
ing boys and the beautiful maidens were evidently slaves from Europe 
and the adjacent countries, but it is difficult to determine their exact 
status in the Indian society. 
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pal must remain fixed, and the interest was only to be paid. 
This is something like the fixed deposit system of the present 
day banking. The record shows that the K$aharatas in India 
respected the injunctions of the sacred lawgivers, that the 
guilds were to be respected by the king, if they were not against 
public interest . 1 


i. Maim, viii. 41 ; Tqjfiavalkya, ii. 187-188 
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RESTORATION OF THE SATAVAHANA EMPIRE 
Gautamiputra Satakarni 

It has already been shown that Gautamiputra came to the 
throne in c. 99 A.D., while in 117 A.D. he overthrew the 
K$ahardta ruler Nahapana. The evidence of the Jogalthembi 
hoard of coins shows that as there is not a single piece in it 
belonging to any king other than Nahapana, he must have 
been the last prince of the K$ahardta dynasty. We have no 
details of this fight excepting a veiled allusion in the Nasik 
inscription of the time of his son Vasisthlputra Pulumayi 1 that 
Gautamiputra was the destroyer of the Sakas, Yavanas and 
Pahlavas and the uprooter of the Kfaharata dynasty. It is not 
clear whether such statements refer to two separate engage¬ 
ments or to only one against the Kfaharata who had marshal¬ 
led in his army the services of the Saka, Yavana and Pahlava 
mercenaries. As the same record maintains that he was victori¬ 
ous in many fights against confederacy of enemies ( aneka-sama - 
rdvajitasatu-saghasa ) is seems that he possibly fought against 
other rulers also who offered him a combined opposition. In 
any case, he was the restorer of the fame of the Satavahana 
dynasty in true sense. 

An inscription of Gautamiputra of his regnal year 18, i.e. 
117 A.D., records his order to his amdtya at Govardhana 
regarding the gift of a land which formerly had been bestow¬ 
ed by Rsabhadatta to the monks living at mount TriraSmi. 2 
The description ajakalakiyam Usabhaddtena bhUtam shows that 
till the reaffirmation of the gift by Gautamiputra the region 
had been under the sway of the K$aharatas. In other words, 
this gives us the particular year when Nahapana was defeated. 
The question now arises, what was the base of operation of 
the Satavahana monarch wherefrom he led his army inasmuch 


1. Select Ins ., 197 

2. ib,j i8if 
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as the order is issued from a vijqyaskandhdvdra or the camp of 
victory at Benaka{aka which was evidently situated in the 
Nasik district. Now, the record opens with the following 
words: 

Siddham sendye Vejayantiye vijayakhaddvara Govadhanasa 
Bendkafakasvdmi Gotamiputo siri»Sadakani dnapayati . 

E. Senart gives the following translation: 

Success! from the camp of victory of the Vejayanti 
army Siri Sadakani Gotamiputa, Lord of Benaka^aka of 

Govardhana commands. 

According to the above interpretation VaijayantI, Banavasi, 
in the Kuntala country may be regarded as the base of 
operation of the Satavahana king against the Kfahardtas. D.C. 
Sircar and V.S. Bakhle take the expression sendye vejayantiye 
to mean of the victorious army , but while Bakhle thinks that the 
expression ‘the lord of Benaka taka’ has nothing to do with 
Govardhana, 1 according to Sircar Benaka taka formed a part of 
the ahdra of Govardhana itself. 2 Thus for a moment leaving 
aside this record we may turn our attention to Nasik record of 
his mother (of the time of Pulumayi) wherein Gautamiputra 
Satakarni is described as the king of Asika (Assikas in the 
valley of the Godavari), Asaka (A£maka on the Godavari), 
Mulaka (the district round Paithan), Suratha (Kathiawad), 
Kukura (in western or central Madhya Pradesh possibly near 
the western Vindhyas), Aparanta (north Konkan), Anupa 
(district round Mahismatl, on the Narmada), Vidarbha 
(Berar) and Akaravanti (e. & w. Malwa). All these formed the 
dominion of the Saka-ksatrapas, and thus we may conclude 
that these were conquered by Gautamiputra after his victory 
over Nahapana. 

So far we stand on somewhat surer ground. But then the 
epigraph furnishes us with description the exact significance of 
which has caused much speculation. Gautamiputra is described 
as the lord of the Vindhya. Rksavat, Pariyatra (all denoting 
different portions of the present Vindhya range), Sahya (W. 
Ghats) Krsnagiri (Kanhagiri), Maca, Siritana y Malaya (sou- 

1. JBBRAS, iii. 86ff 

2. Select Ins ., igi, fh. 4 
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them portion of the W. Ghats), Mahendra (the E. Ghats 
specially between the Mahanadi and the Godavari), Setagiri 
and Cakora(s. portion of the E. Ghats). This account is on 
par with other description in 1.3 that ‘his chargers drank the 
water of the three oceans.’ 

Two different interpretations have been put on the above 
account: 

(a) A group of scholars hold that the above description 
is simply a conventional one. Gautamlputra’s empire 
was not certainly so extensive as the description 
indicates and his sway did not extend over the 
Andhradesa where the earliest available Satavahana 
record belongs to the time of his son Pulumayi . 1 

(b) M. Rama Rao holds, on the other hand, that ‘the 
conventional way is to describe a digvijayin as catussamu - 
dradhipati and not as tri-samudratoya-pita-vahana. The 
mention of three samudras seems to have a purpose 
and a meaning....The Nasik inscription shows beyond 
doubt that the entire Dakkan, eastern as well as western, 
was under the rule of this monarch .’ 2 

In discussing the above theories, we should keep in mind 
the following facts: 

(i) that the earliest Satavahana record available from the 
Andhradesa belongs no doubt to the time of Pulumayi, 
but he is nowhere described as a conqueror or as having 
extended the boundaries of his kingdom. 

(ii) that if, on the other hand, we take the whole account 
in its literal sense, then we have to assume that Gautaml¬ 
putra’s lordship extended over the Cola and the Pandya 
countries, of which we have no evidence at all. 

From the above discussions it appears that Gautamlputra’s 
mother has stated in detail her son’s victory over the Ksaharatas 
and the countries that were snatched away by her son from the 
foreign intruders, while his sway over other parts of the 
Deccan is alluded to evidently by the specific mention of the 
Kulacalas of which he is described as the lord. K. Gopalachari 


i. AIU , 202 
a. PIHC , 1953 , 37 
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thinks that the mention of Gakora and Mahendra proves the 
inclusion of Kalinga and Andhradeja in Gautamiputra’s 
empire. 1 M. Rama Rao maintains that Gautamiputra’s con¬ 
nection with the Andhradeja including the coastal region is 

proved by ‘several coins of Gautamlputra Satakarni. 

obtained from the coastal Andhra districts in association with 
the coins of his son, Pulumayi, and other later Satavahana 
rulers. There are, in the Hyderabad Museum, hundreds of 
coins of this Satakarni, obtained from the excavations at 
Kondapuram in association with the coins of Pulumayi and 
others. Several hundreds of round and square copper coins of 
this king are included in the collection from Pedabankurra and 
the entire collection includes the coins of other later Sata¬ 
vahana rulers as well. These coins and the evidence of theNasik 
inscription, mentioned above, corroborate my view that 
Gautamlputra Satakarni’s dominions included both Telengana 
and coastal Andhradeja.’ 2 

The mere find of a few coins from a particular place does 
not necessarily prove that their issuer held sway over the region, 
for coins may be carried from one place to another, but in this 
particular instance when such large discoveries are studied in 
the background of the epigraphic accounts, they may carry 
some meaning. As we shall see presently again, Gotaml’s 
inscription is really not silent regarding the suzerainty of her 
son in eastern direction. This in the background of the circum¬ 
stantial evidences furnished by the coins can hardly be ignored. 

We may now proceed to deal with the problem with which 
we started: 

(1) As thus North Maharashtra and Andhradeja had been 
conquered by Gautamlputra, the cradle of his power 
must have been outside these countries. The KamasUtra 
of Vatsyayana associates the Satavahanas with the 
Kuntala country of which Vaijayanti was the capital. 3 
The expression sendye vejayantiye should not be taken 
as meaning the victorious army, for the expression is 

1. CHIN , 313 

2. M. Rama Rao, Satavahana Coins , 25-6 

3. supra . 
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immediately followed by the word vijayakhadavara 
meaning the camp of victory. The simultaneous mention 
of vijaya side by side would hardly carry any meaning. 
So here we must follow the interpretation of E. 
Senart and take Vaijayanti, the capital of the Kuntala 
country, as the base of his operations against the 
K$aharatas. 

(2) If thus Maharashtra, Andhra and Kuntala had been 
under him, we can at once take him as the lords of 
Mahendra, Sahya, Kanhagiri (Kanheri) and portions 
at least of Maca, Siritana and Malaya (southern por¬ 
tion of W. Ghats). After his conquests of the Ksaharata 
dominion, naturally he could claim lordship over 
Vijha, Achhavata (IJJksavat) and Paricata. It is diffi¬ 
cult to determine the location of Setagiri and Cakora. 
There is, however, no evidence to prove the inclusion 
of Kalinga within the king’s territory. Similarly, we 
cannot associate him with the extreme south, though it 
is not unlikely that he led some predatory raids there, 
which justifies his description as ti-samudatoya-pita- 
vdhana . 

Thus though we may scent some amount of conventionalism 
in the inscription of Gotami, the statements are more or less 
based on facts. We should see the epigraph in its proper 
perspective. 

K. Gopalachari draws our attention to a gdthd in the Niryukti , 
a commentary on the Avalyakasutra which shows that the 
expedition of the Satavahana monarch against Nahapana was 
a long-drawn affair and the Scythian capital Bharukaccha was 
captured after a two-year’s siege. 1 If there be any historical 
truth in it, it seems to show that in his first operation the 
Satavahana monarch captured the Northern Maharashtra 
region while he had to fight hard to take possession of the 
Ksaharata stronghold at Broach and it is not unlikely that in 
this Broach fight Nahapana employed Scythian, Greek and 
Parthian mercenaries on his side. This possibly explains why 
Gotami makes special references to the conquest of the K$aha - 
ratas. 


i. CHIN, 312 
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When Malwa, Narmada Valley (Anupa), Western Rajas¬ 
than (Kukura), Surasjra and the adjoining region came under 
the possession of the Satavahana ruler, he naturally found 
that many foreign hordes (Saka, Yavana, Pahlava etc.) were 
already settled in the region and contamination with them was 
going on in the sense that they were being gradually Indian- 
ised. It has already been stated (supra) that the Satavahanas 
were living in a period when the caste system in the jdti form 
had not been fully crystallised, and the varna system was in the 
forefront through the operation of which, based on qualifica¬ 
tion and not on birth, many foreigners became admitted into 
the Indian social fold. A critical study of ch, x of the Manu - 
sarfihitd will convince the reader that while the jdti system 
prevailed strictly in the Madhyadesa, the varna laws operated in 
other parts of the country. This Madhyadesa is identical 
with the Aryavarta of the early Dharmasutra writers and is 
described as the country ‘which lies between the Himavat and 
the Vindhya, to the east of Prayaga and to the west of VinaSana 
(the place where the river Sarasvatl disappears in the Hissar 
district in Haryana 1 ). Elsewhere, Manu states that tribes like 
the Yavanas, Sakas, and Paradas or Parthians who were 
originally ksatriyas ‘have gradually sunk in this world to the 
condition of Sudras for not consulting the Brahmanas’. 2 3 In 
this background we may note Gautamiputra’s description as 
khatiyadapamdnamadana indicating that the Sakas, Yavanas and 
the Parthians living in the dominion of Nahapana were behav¬ 
ing like ksatriyas and the Satavahana monarch had to be on 
the alert against varnasamkara as claimed in 1. 6 of the Nasik 
inscription of Gotami. 

It is difficult to determine when the Yavanas or the Greeks 
first entered into the peninsular India. According to the Mahd - 
vcajisa 3 Aioka sent the Yona priest Dhammarakhita as a 
missionary to the Aparanta country, while the Junagadh ins¬ 
cription 4 of mahaksatrapa Rudradaman shows that one 


1. supra . 

2. Manu , x. 43-4 

3. supra, 

4. SiUctlns., 171 
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Yavanaraja Tu$aspha was governor of Sura§tra under AS oka. 
Evidendy under the liberal patronage of the great Maurya 
emperor the Greeks were establishing themselves in Western 
and peninsular India and in course of time they became merg¬ 
ed into Indian Society. Gautamlputra’s attempt was directed 
against this merging. 

In the caves at Nasik, Junnar and Karle there are at least 
eleven inscriptions of Buddhist donors who bear Indian names 
but call themselves Yavana or Yonaka. While most of the writers 
take the term Yavana here to mean the Greeks, S. Konow 
maintains that the Yavana of the Karle records wherever fol¬ 
lowed by a name in the genitive plural is a personal name, or 
the name of a family or corporation. E. Senart also maintains 
a similar view. 1 These interpretations show that the Yavanas 
were careful in denoting before the public their own nationality 
though they were Indian by religion and culture and favoured 
Buddhism. The Yavanas thus had become half-Indianised but 
had not completely lost their distinct entity. W.W. Tarn main¬ 
tains that ‘the conqueror does not adopt the nomenclature of the 
conquered’, and hence the Yavanas in these records might 
possibly be ‘low-class Greek, broken by circumstances... there 
is no real doubt that these Yavanas were Indians and what we 
want to know is why they call themselves Greeks’. 2 He thinks 
further that they were in fact Indians with Greek citizenship. It 
is difficult to agree with such view, as most of the Yavanas men¬ 
tioned in the Karle records were natives of Dhenukakafa, identi¬ 
fied with Dahanu, near Karle, which was never included in 
Greek territory. In fact, Indianisation of the Greeks had begun 
much earlier as evidenced by the famous Besnagar inscription. 
The South Indian epigraphs mark the next stage in the process. 

Like the Yavanas the £akas too were gradually coming under 
the influence of the Indian culture. It has already been stated 
that the name Nahapana is un-Indian, but his son-in-law 
Il$abhadatta bore an entirely Indian name. The name of 
5 L?abhadatta’s father was Dimka, a term of un-Indian form. 
Nahapana’s daughter, on the other hand, bears the name 

1. In Indian Guitars, i. 343, 0 . Stein appears to follow the same view. 

2. GBI, 255 
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Dak$amitra. Rjabhadatta’s gifts were bestowed equally on the 
brahman as and the Buddhists. How these Scythians were gra¬ 
dually being Indianised is apparent from Ptolemy’s description 
who locates the Brakhmanoi Magoi or the Maga brahmanas near 
Mount Bettigo, Podyil, or the Malay mountains. 1 The Epic and 
the Puranas inform us that among the Sakas the Magas were the 
brahmanas. 2 Evidently, the Magas were the Magai of ancient 
Iran who entered into India at an early date, then got mixed up 
with the Scythians and performed the religious duties of the 
tribe. Though Gautamiputra Satakarni’s attempt was directed 
against mixing of Indian blood with that of these foreigners, 
yet one of his near descendants, as we shall see presently, 
married a Scythian girl. From the evidences of the Nagarjunl- 
koncja inscription we get another instance of Saka-Indian 
marriage. The Ik?vaku king Virapuri^adata had as his queen 
the Mahadevi Rudrabhattarika who is described as Ujanika - 
mahdra-bdlikd , the daughter of some Saka kfatrapa of Ujjayinl, 
while his son Ehuvula Cantamula married another daughter of 
a mahdkfatrapa ( infra ). 

The Nasik inscription of Gautamiputra Satakarni of the regnal 

1. The Pur&gas and the Great Epic inform us that the brahman as of the 
$&ka-dvipa or the Saka country were called Magas. ( K&rma Purdna, 
xhriii. 36; Mbh ty VI. ii) Ptolemy in his Geography speaks of a settlement 
of the Maga brfthmapas in South India. 

“In like manner the parts under Mount Bettigo are occupied by 

the < Brakhmanoi Magoi' as far as the Batai with this city. 

Brakhme.123 x 9 ” 

The ‘Mount Bettigo’, identical with the Tamil Podegai, Sk. Malaya, 
ranges in the P&ody& kingdom. Herodotus (i. 101) states that the 
Magi were one of the six tribes of the Medes. The Magi may be iden¬ 
tified with the Magas. In Indian literature, as the Magas are described 
as the br&hmaoas of the Saka land, they seem to have migrated to 
India in the train of the Sakas and performed the priestly functions 
of the tribe. 

2. The account of the Great Epic, which has incorporated traditions of 
different ages, that there is full operation of the Varndiramadharma in 
the Sakadvipa where the people are honest and devoid of greed and 
jealousy, could have been composed only after the Sakas of India had 
been admitted into the fold of the brahmanical society. The Epic and 
the Puranas inform us further that among the Sakas, the Magas were 
the br&hmanas; the Magadhas , the k^atriyas; the MSnasas , the vai&yas; 
and the Mandagas, the iudras. 
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year 24 has given rise to some controversy. The record opens 
with the following words: 1 

1. Siddharfi [!!] Govadhane ama [ca]sa sdmakasa [de]yo [i rd ] 
janito [!] 

2. Ratio Gotamiputasa Satakani[sa\ ma[ha\deviya ca jivasutdya 
rdja-mdtuya vacanena Govadhane [ama]co sdmako aroga 
vatava [!] 

The passages has been interpreted to mean that in the last 
years of his reign the Satavahana monarch became practically 
invalid and had his mother associated with him in the adminis¬ 
tration of the country. D.C. Sircar observes that ‘the word 
jivasuta suggests that the king was ill and the people had to be 
assured against his death. The next king was possibly on his way 
to the throne, and the queen-mother who might have been in 
power for some time had to refer to the dying king’s name. This 
illness apparently proved fatal to Gautamiputra.* 2 Such an 
interpretation appears to be needless, for in the very first line of 
the record there is reference to the king’s order and in this 
background it is to be noted that the queen-mother was ex¬ 
pressing her wish for the dedication recorded in the epigraph. 
She was wishing health out of courtesy to the amdtya at Govar- 
dhana, though he was nothing but a very subordinate officer. 
The queen-mother was of course too much courteous on the 
occasion. We need not dilate on the word jivasuta so much. It 
was the affectionate expression of a mother. 

V.S. Bakhle gives an interesting and ingenious explanation 
of the queen-mother’s gift. In the background of the Nasik 
record of the year 18 of Gautamiputra’s reign it is maintained 
that as the field in question was not cultivated by the 
people—it may be perhaps that it was far removed from the 
headquarters of the Buddhist monks—Gautamiputra had pro¬ 
bably confiscated the land. Such a procedure is enjoined by the 
ArthaSdstra of Kauplya (akrjatdm acchidydnyebhyafr prayacchayet). 
When such a situation arose the queen-mother intervened and 
granted another field in exchange five yean later. The newly 


1. Select ins. t 193 

2 . fh. 5 
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granted field ‘was on the boundary of the city and although 
measuring only 100 nivartanas enjoyed the same privileges’. 1 

Gautamlputra’* inscriptions indicate that he divided the 
country into dhdras each under an amaca or amdtya. We learn 
further that though himself a staunch Brahmin ( eka bamhana) 
Gautamlputra patronised the Buddhist monks also who were 
divided into three schools, the Bhadayaniyas, flourishing at Nasik 
and Kanheri, the Dhammottariyas at Sopara, and the Mahasan- 
ghikas at Karle and nearby places. Gautamlputra was brilliant in 
war as well as in peace. He felt for the weal and woe of his sub¬ 
jects and taxed them strictly according to the principles of 
dharma. He is given the epithet dgamdna nilayasa showing that he 
was versed in the Vedas and other Sastras. He was indeed one 
of the greatest kings of South India. 2 

Pulumdyi 

In c. 123 A.D., Gautamlputra Satakarni was succeeded by 
his son Pulumayi. His reign is very memorable in the annals of 
Deccan in many respects. It was during the time of Gautaml¬ 
putra, that the second family of Sakas of Ujjayinl and Kathia- 
wad, which was destined to rule for centuries and play an 
important role in the political and the cultural history of the 
land, came into existence. Ca§tana, the first ruler of the dynasty, 
issued kfatrapa. and mahdkfatrapa coins showing that he first started 
his career as a subordinate ruler and later on became indepen¬ 
dent. We have seen that Avanti and Sura§tra were conquered 
by Gautamlputra. Hence the ksatrapa coins of Cas$ana shows that 
he was originally a subordinate ruler under the Satavahana 
emperor. 3 His status as an independent ruler, proved by his 

1. JBBRAS , iii, 72 

2. It is not known for certain what was the capital of Gautamlputra, the 
greatest of the Satavahana monarchs. Scholars who m ai n tai n the view 
that the Satavahana power started from the Krishna valley hold that 
either Amaravati or Sri Kakulam was the Imperial city. V.S. Bakhle 
thinks that Gautamlputra’s capital was at Benaka{aka identified by 
him with the tract round about Kolhapur. 

3. D.G. Sircar thinks that the line of Ca?tana started as Ku;ana viceroy 
of the south-western province of their empire in place of the K?aha- 
rata rulers ‘with instructions to recover the lost districts of satrapy 
from the Satavahanas*. It has already been shown that Bhumaka and 
Nahapana were never subordinate to the Kusanas. In case of Ca§tan&> 
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mahak$atrapa coins, may have been achieved by him in the early 
years of Pulumayi, before 130 A.D., for the Andau inscription 
of that year shows that he had been ruling conjointly as mafifi - 
k$atrapa with his grandson Rudradaman. 1 As we have coins of 
Jayadaman, father of Rudradaman, bearing the humbler desig¬ 
nation of kfatrapa only 2 —the title of mahak$atrapa has never been 
used by him—it is clear that before 130 A.D. he was dead. 
Castana became independent before this date and issued the 
mahakfatrapa coins. E.J. Rapson points out that it was the gene¬ 
ral custom in this family that while the father ruled as maha- 
hfatrapa his son was associated in administration with him as 
ksatrapa and on the death of the father the kjatrapa son assumed 
the charge of the higher officer. Jayadaman evidently died 


also, there is no proof that he owed allegiance to anybody. G. 
J.-Dubreuil thinks that Ca?tana was the founder of the &aka era of 
78 A.D. Prof. Raychaudhuri points out that this cannot be the case for 
the capital of Cagfana (Tiastenes) was UjjayinI (Ozene of Ptolemy) 
whereas we learn from the Periplus that Ozene was not a capital in 
the seventies of the first century A.D. The Periplus speaks of Ozene as a 
former capital, implying that it was not a capital in its own time. 

1. Ep Ind, xvi, 23!!. The inscription, as it stands, is certainly not very 
lucid and has been a matter of great controversy among the Indo¬ 
logists. It records the erection of private monuments in Rdjha Caffa- 
nasa Tsamotika-putrasa raj ha Rudraddmasa Jayddma-putrasav ar$e dviparpedii 
50,2. Here we find that both Ga?tana and Rudradaman are mention¬ 
ed with the honorific raja and the patronymic, a fact which, as R.C. 
Majumdar has pointed out, clearly proves a case of conjoint rule. 
Dubreuil and Allan have objected to the view on the ground that 
there is no ‘ca' in the text, but they would like to supply ‘grandson* in 
the same. This is, however, more objectionable than the omission of 
<ca\ D.R. Bhandarkar also originally supposed that the term * pautrasya* 
has been omitted, but the construction of the text would hardly allow 
such an insertion. R.D. Banerjee objected to the theory of conjoint 
rule on the ground that apart from the possibility of such an event in 
India, there is sufficient evidence in the Andau inscription itself to 
prove that the authors of the record were quite ignorant as to the exact 
relationship between Gas tana and Rudradaman. The use of th$. desig¬ 
nation raja instead of mahakfatrapa , according to Banetjee, shows that 
in a remote place like Andau on the Rann of Cutch the people were 
not aware of the new titles of the new dynasty of rulers and the exact 
relationship between Ga?tana and Rudradaman. 

2. For Jayadaman’s coins, E.J. Rapson, C/ 7 , 76-7 
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during the lifetime of Castana and hence he "never became a 
mahak$atrapa. After his death Rudradaman became associated 
with his grandfather Casjana on equal term as mahdk$atrapa and 
we get such a picture in the Andau inscription. This fact has 
been interpreted in a different manner by G. Buhler and D.R. 
Bhandarkar who think that the use of the humbler designation 
of ksatrapa, by Jayadaman shows that during his reign the power 
of the dynasty suffered some diminution probably through a 
Satavahana invasion. 1 The conjecture has further been support¬ 
ed by the statement of the Junagadh record that Rudradaman 
had ‘won for himself the name of mahakfatrapa 9 ( svyamadhigata - 
mahdk$atrapa-ndmnd) . As Jayadaman never ruled independently, 
the question of the diminution of power of the dynasty during 
his reign cannot arise. The statement of the Junagadh record 
need not be taken seriously. Such boastful empty statements are 
often found in Indian epigraphs. 

It is thus clear that during the early years of his rule, Pulu- 
mayi lost the northern part of his father’s empire where a new 
dynasty arose proving a constant thorn to the empire of the 
Satavahanas. 2 3 We cannot agree with K. Gopalachari when he 
states that Pulumayi ‘not only kept his father’s empire undimi¬ 
nished but even augmented it’, 8 though elsewhere he has taken 
the view that ‘the Andau inscriptions prove that the Sakas had, 
between 125 and 130 A.D., taken advantage of the preoccupa- 

1. JRAS , 1890,646; Bomb. Gaz., I. i, 34, fh 5 

2. In point of time, Cajtana seems to have been very near to Nahap&na. 
The head on the obverse of Ca? tana’s coins closely resembles that on 
the coins of Nahap&na and comes from the same prototype. The coins 
of Ca?tana, like those of Nahap&na, again, bear inscriptions in Brahmi 
and Kharofthl character. From the numismatic evidences, we can 
probably pick up the following facts about him.... 

(i) The use of the title of k$atrapa and the Kharo?thi scripts on 
the coins show that Ca?tana was of northern origin. 

(ii) The Caitya symbol on his coins, continued on the coins of his 
successors also, shows that he must have made some conquests 
at the cost of the Andhras or the Satav&hanas. 

(iii) The well-known UjjayinI symbol on some of his coins probably 
shows his connection with that city, proved also by the evidence 
of Ptolemy's Geography . He probably acquired UjjayinI from 
the Sitav&hanas. 

3. CHIN, 3*5 
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tion of the S&tavahana empire elsewhere to recover some of 
their lost possession*. 1 

Pulumayi’s coins have been found at Gudivada and Amara- 
vati while an inscription found at Amaravati refers to 
his reign. His coins bearing the picture of ‘ship with double 
mast’ evidently shows the maritime activities of the em¬ 
pire on the waters of the Bay of Bengal. The South-East 
Asia was now gradually coming under India’s overseas trade 
activities and the Satavahanas no doubt played an important 
part in this deal. 

In his Geography , Ptolemy states that while Siriptolemaios 
or Sri Pulumayi had been ruling at Baithana or Paithan, as his 
capital, Baleokuros had his capital at Hippokura. The precise 
identification of this place is uncertain, but there can hardly 
be any doubt that Baleokuros is identical with Vilivayakura of 
the coins. According to V.A. Smith, Vilivayakura was the 
Satavahana king Gautamiputra himself. But this can hardly 
be possible for Ptolemy makes Baleokuros a contemporary of 
Pulumayi. 

From the Kolhapur region, we get the coins of three rulers 
which are distinguishable from other Satavahana coins by 
their types and symbols. The inscriptions on the coins of this 
class are:— 

(i) Ratio Vdsithxputasa Vilivayakurasa 

(ii) Ratio Madhariputasa Sivalakurasa 

(iii) Ratio Gotamiputasa Vilivayakurasa 

The evidence of re-struck coins, as E. J. Rapson points out, 
‘seems to prove conclusively that these three kings reigned in 
the order in which they are placed here, since no. 2 strikes coins 
of no. 1.and no. 3 coins of both no. 1.and of no. 2.* 

It appears that the empire of Gautamiputra did not pos¬ 
sibly suffer any loss during his lifetime, and thus the first king, 
who appears to have been independent may be identified with 
Baleokuros of Ptolemy. These three independent rulers were 
probably scions of the Imperial SfitavAhana family, and, after 
the death Gautamiputra, carved out a kingdom of their own 
in the South-Western Maharashtra region. D.R. Bhandarkar 


i. EHAC, 66 
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thinks that the small kingdom was subordinate under the 
Satavahanas. 1 But the nature of Ptolemy’s description shows 
that it was an independent one. Thus though the reign of Pulu- 
mayi was a glorious one in other respects, the Satavahana 
emperor lost the northern and the south-western part of the 
empire left by his great father. 


i. E.J. Rapson thinks that Vilivayakura or Baleokuros of Ptolemy is Pulu- 
mayi himself. But as K. Gopalachari points out, the “identification up¬ 
sets the order in the Puranic lists and leaves unexplained the absence 
on the Kolhapur coins of the Uj jain symbol employed by all the later 
Satavahanas on their coins. Moreover, as Rapson himself points out, 
nowhere do the Satavahanas employ the Kolhapur coin device (the 
bow and arrow) which is nearer to the arrow and thunderbolt of Naha- 
pana’s coins. Przyluski (JRAS, 1929) explains ‘Vilivaya-kura* as 
‘horse-town*. To him ‘Vilivaya’ is a form of Valava=horse, and ‘Kura* 
is a non-Aryan word meaning ‘town’.** (CHIN, 314, fn 2) 
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DID GAUTAMIPUTRA AND PULUMAYI RULE 
CONJOINTLY ? 

R.G. Bhandarkar propounded the theory that Gautami- 
putra Satakarni and his son Pulumayi ruled conjointly and on 
this supposition he built up the whole edifice of his later Sata- 
vahana chronology. The main reasons that led him to formulate 
the theory are: 

(a) in the Nasik inscription of Pulumayi of the year 19, 
Gotami BalaSri calls herself mother of the great king 
and the grandmother of the great king simultaneously 
showing according to him that she was both at the same 
time; 

(b) in the same record the exploits of Gautamiputra are 
described in detail but nothing is said about the exploits 
of Pulumayi; this could hardly happen unless the former 
was living at the time; 

(c) Nasik inscription of Gautamiputra of the year 24 re¬ 
cords a gift of the king with his mother who is described 
as mahddevi jivasutd rdjamdtd presupposing the gift refer¬ 
red to in the inscription of Pulumayi showing that 
Gautamiputra was alive in the 19th year of his son. 1 

D.R. Bhandarkar supported later on the theory of his father 
that the regnal years 18 and 24 in the Nasik records of Gautami¬ 
putra ‘pertain to the reign of Pulumayi and that he reigned 


i. K. Gopalachari draws our attention to 'a life-size statue of a person, 
in the Madras Museum Amaravati collections, holding a lotus in the 
left hand, bears the inscription Gotamindmd (o). From the dress we 
can infer that it is not a statue of the Buddha. Even supposing that 
the inscription records an adoration to Gotami, the mother of Gotami- 
puta Siri-Satakami, it is possible that during the reign of Vasi{hi- 
puta sami Siri-Pulumavi (when the Amaravati St Spa underwent 
alterations and perhaps enlargement) a statue of Gotamiputa Siri- 
Satakani was set up; and from Nasik No. 2 (in which both grand¬ 
son and grandmother have eulogised Gotamiputa Siri-Satakani) we 
know that Gotami Balasiri was living in the 1 gth year of her grand¬ 
son’s reign.* (EHAC, 62, fn. 1) 
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conjointly with his father, the former over Maharashtra and 
the latter over the hereditary Satavahana dominions’. Such a 
view, D.R. Bhandarkar holds, ‘alone can be correct. For in in¬ 
scription no. 5, Gautamiputra Satakarni, who is the donor 
there along with his mother, issues a grant in favour of Buddhist 
monks, who, it is expressly stated were staying in the cave 
which was the pious gift of theirs. This cave which was a pious 
gift of Satakarni and his mother must doubdess be cave no. 3 

which,.. was excavated and given over to the Bhadrayaniyas. 

But then we have also seen that this cave was presented to these 
monks in the 19th regnal year, not of Satakarni but, of Pulu¬ 
mavi’. 1 

The unsoundness of the above theory has been thoroughly 
demonstrated by G.J.-Dubreuil, H.C. Raychaudhuri, K.A.N. 
Sastri and others. The pivot of the above theory is the 
evidences furnished by Gautamiputra’s inscription of the year 
24 and Pulumayi’s inscription of the year 19. G.J.-Dubreuil has 
observed: “Indeed, Gautamiputra, in the year 24, states distinct¬ 
ly that the cave was excavated under the orders of his mother 
and himself: ‘Pious gift of ours ’; and in the inscription of queen 
Bala£ri in the 19th year of Pulumavi, the queen-mother makes 
a solemn gift of the cave in her own name . This can be explained 
in only one way: the excavation of the cave was begun un¬ 
der the orders of Gautamiputra and his mother... .and was 
finished only after the death of Gautamiputra and during the 
reign of his son Pulumavi; we have proof of it in the fact that 
it was the latter king that had it embellished with paintings. 
The cave not having been consecrated officially, this consecra¬ 
tion took place only in the 19th year of Pulumavi. Since the 
king Gautamiputra was dead, the queen BalaSri made the gift 
officially herself”. 2 

The above observations clearly show that Pulumayi ruled 
after Gautamiputra and this would naturally go against other 
grounds urged by R.G. Bhandarkar. Gotami was thus the mother 
of the great king and the grandmother of the great king, not 
simultaneously, but during the time of her grandson Pulumayi. 

x. Ini Ant, 1918# 15* 

2. AHD, 38 
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When the cave was dedicated during the time of Pulumayi, 
Gotami’s mind was naturally filled with grief for her departed 
son and therefore his exploits have been narrated in detail. In 
fact, ‘the inscription of BalaSri has a clear meaning : it is the 
funeral oration on the great king delivered by an inconsolable 
mother.’ 1 2 

The grounds urged by D.R. Bhandarkar for supporting his 
father’s theory that Pulumayi ruled at Paithan in Maharashtra and 
Gautamiputra from the hereditary Satavahana dominion in the 
eastern Deccan are more weak. Epigraphic evidences from Nasik 
clearly show that Gautamiputra had been ruling over the Maha¬ 
rashtra region; in fact, he orders to the officers of Nasik in his 
records, while the inscription of his mother shows that his sway 
extended over Sura§p*a, Aparanta and Vidarbha. Further, had 
Gautamiputra and Pulumayi reigned conjointly, we would 
have found at least one inscription issued in their joint names. 
In this connection, it may also be noted that the coins of 
Nahapana are re-struck by Gautamiputra alone.* 


1. AHD, 39 

2. JRAS , 1926 



Chapter VI 

THE LATER SATAVAHANAS 
SivaSri-Satakarni 

Vasisthiputra Pulumayi died in c. 147 A.D. and was succeeded 
by Siva£ri Satakarni. He is certainly identical with ratio Vasithiputa 
Siva-Siri-Satakaijini of the coins recovered from the Andhradesa, 
and Vasi^hiputra Sri Satakarni of the Kanheri epigraph. This 
inscription in Sanskrit ‘exhibits the neat characters of Western 
K$atrapa inscriptions’ and mentions the queen of Vasisthiputra 
Sri Satakarni, daughter of the mahdkfatrapa Ru(dra), who has 
been identified with mahakfatrapa Rudradaman. 1 Now, in his 
Junagadh inscription of 150 A.D. Rudradaman states that by 
his own prowess (sva-viryarijitarji ), he gained Akaravanti (E & 
W Malwa), Suraftra (Kathiawad), Kaccha (Cutch), Aparanta 
(North Konkon), Anupanibhrt (Mahismati region), Kukara 
(probably between Sind and Pariyatra mountain) etc. Of these 
Akaravanti, Surastra and Kukura seem to have been conquer¬ 
ed earlier during the time of Pulumayi, as already stated, since 
Ca§tana held sway over them. We have now to determine 
when the rest were conquered. There are two statements in the 
Junagadh record that are very important for determining this 
time:— 

(a) Rudradaman states that he fought with the Yaudheyas 
proud and indomitable , who had presumably threatened 
him from the north; 

(b) We are informed that the Great satrap twice defeated 
Satakarni, the Lord of the Daksinapatha, but did not 
destroy him on account of nearness of relationship. 2 

The Yaudheyas originally lived in E. Punjab in the Sutlej 
region. Later on, however, they moved a little to the south-east 
as shown by the distribution of their coins. At a place in the 
neighbourhood of the town of Robtak large number of coin- 

1. Luders, no. 994; G. Buhler, ASWI t v. 78 

2. Select Ins, 172 
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moulds bearing the legend Taudheyandm Bahudhanyaka have been 
found. 1 In the Mahdbhdrata , the Yaudheyas are described as 
Rohitakas showing that Rohitaka or Rohtak was their home. 2 
It formed a part of the Ku§ana empire, but the Junagadh in¬ 
scription is absolutely silent about the Kusanas. This shows 
that Rudradaman’s conquest was carried out at a time 
when the Ku§ana power was at a very low ebb. Now, if we 
turn to the Kusana records we find that Huvi ska’s reign ended 
in the year 60 of an era used in the records of the Kusanas, and 
for 7 years, i.e., up to the year 67, there is no record of any 
Kusana lord. The recent discovery of the Mathura image in¬ 
scription of Vasudeva may reduce this gap by three years if we 
read the year 64 in it. But D.C. Sircar who edited the record 
states that the year may be 64 or 67. 3 It was evidently during 
this period of 4 or 7 years, when the Kusana power sank very 
low, that Rudradaman carried his conquests. There is, however, 
still great controversy regarding the time of the Kusanas, and 
discarding numerous theories, scholars are now divided into 
two camps, one holding that the Kani§ka group of kings started 
their reign in 78 A.D., Kaniska, the first king, being the founder 
of the Saka era of that year, while the other group believes 
that Kaniska came to the throne some time between 120 and 
130 A.D. Recently, R. Ghirshman has proposed the year 144 
A.D. as the date of Kanaka’s accession. His inference is based 
on the findings at the ancient city of Begram in Eastern 
Afghanistan. Coins bearing the name of Vasudeva have been 
found in the ruins of that city. Vasudeva, we know, was the last 
king of Kanaka’s dynasty to rule into the interior of India, and 
as the ancient city of Begram was destroyed by Shahpur I, the 
Sassanid king of Iran, in the period between A.D. 241 and 250, 
the last year of Vasudeva, the Indian king, would fall in that 
period. From the inscriptions it is clear that Vasudeva I reign¬ 
ed from the year 74 to 98 of the era started by Kaniska, and thus 
the initial year of that era would start from c. 144 A.D., which 
consequently marks the year of Kanaka’s accession. On this 


1. EHNI, 5 a 

2. Mbh . ii. 32. 4-5 

3. Bp Ind, xxx. i8iff 
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view, R. Ghirshman gives us the following chronological table : 
Kaniska c. 144-172 (?) 

Huviska c. 172-217 (?) 

Vasudeva I c. 217 (?)-241 

Vasudeva II 
Kanigka II 
Vasudeva III 

As it has been pointed out elsewhere, 1 R. Ghirshman’s 
theory cannot be accepted for the following reasons :— 

(a) Vasudeva, whose coins have been found at Begram, 
cannot be identified with Vasudeva I for the proven¬ 
ance of his epigraphic records proves beyond doubt 
that his empire was confined in the U.P. region with 
Mathura as its centre, and as the coins attributed by 
Ghirshman to Vasudeva have not been found in the 
U.P., it is clear that the two Vasudevas are different 
personages. From the Chinese sources we learn that the 
king of the Ta-Yueh-chi (Ku§anas) named Po-tiao or 
Pu-ra-dien (Vasudeva) sent an embassy to the Chinese 
emperor in 230 A.D. This king was evidently the Vasu¬ 
deva whose coins have been found at Begram and he 
evidently solicited the help of the Chinese emperor 
against the Sassanids. 

(b) There is no convincing proof that Begram was destroyed 
by Shahpur I and hence any theory built on the 
synchronism of Shahpur I with Vasudeva appears to be 
a defective one. 

The Junagadh inscription of 150 A.D. raises another fact 
against the above theory. If Kaniska ruled from A.D. 144-172, 
then Rudradaman could hardly conquer the Yaudheyas or the 
Sindhu-Sauvira region, 2 mentioned in his epigraph, without 

1. EHNI, 94 ff 

2. The Sindhu-Sauvira country denoted strictly Multan and Jahravar and 
the adjoining regions. H.G. Raychaudhuri observes : ‘The major part 
of modern Sind was clearly outside the geographical (as opposed to 
polidcal) limits of ancient “Sin-tu” or Sindhu and was, in the days of 
Yuan Chwang, included in the countries of A-tien-p'o-chih-lo, Pi to 
shih-lo, and A-fan-tu. Part of the modern territory of Sind may have 
been included in Sauvira whose Southern limits undoubtedly reached the, 
sea, because the Milinda-Pafiho mentions it in a list of countries where 
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coming into conflict with the KusAna lord. The silence regard¬ 
ing the Kusanas in the epigraph speaks evidently for itself. This 
silence similarly goes against placing the starting point of 
Kaniska’s reign between 120-130 A.D., for in that case the 
Kusana empire would have been at its top by c. 150 A.D. 

All these difficulties are cleared if we accept the theory that 
Kaniska came to the throne in 78 A.D. and was the originator 
of the Saka era starting from that date. This Would show that 
the Kusana power sank very low some time between A.D. 138 
and 145, and it was during this period that RudradAman car¬ 
ried his conquest of North India especially of the country of 
the Yaudheyas and the Sindhu-Sauvlra region. Evidently after 
thus being secured on his northern frontier, he turned his 
attention towards the south and defeated Satakarni but did 
not destroy him because this Satakarni—Vasis(h!putra SivaSrl 
Satakarni—was his son-in-law. This conquest was evidently 
carried in the early years of Siva^ri Satakarni’s reign, may be 
in c. 148 A.D. 

While we have seen that we can identify Sivasri Satakarni 
with Satakarni mentioned in the Junagadh record, there have 
been different theories on this point. The unsoundness of many 
of them would be apparent if we note at the outset that in the 
Junagadh record the name of the south Indian king is Sata¬ 
karni and that he is described as DakfiQapathapati or Lord of 
Daksinapatha. 

Believing in the theory that the inscriptions of Nahapana 
are dated in the Saka era of 78 A.D. and acting on the synchro¬ 
nism, the last year of Nahapana=the 18th year of Gautami- 
putra Satakarni, E.J. Rapson concluded that Pulumayi ruled 
up to 154 A.D. and hence he is the Satakarni of the Junagadh 
record and may have been the son-in-law of Nahapana. Pulu¬ 
mayi never assumes the title of Satakarni either in the inscrip¬ 
tions or in the coins, and had he been the son-in-law of Rudra- 
daman, then, as K.A.N. Sastri points out, he would have 
married Galana’s great grand-daughter whose contemporary 

“ships do congregate.” We are informed by the author of the Periplus 
that “ships lie at anchor at Barbaricum” (at the mouth of the Indus). 
But the evidence of Alberuni leaves no room for doubt that the northern 
limits of Sauvira reached Multan.' ( PHAI , 525) 
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he was according to the evidence of Ptolemy. 1 This proves 
that the theory is utterly absurd. 

J.N. Banerjea holds that ‘the Satakarru of the Junagadh 
record need not be the same as the Vasisfhlputra Sri-Satakarni 
of the Kanheri inscription; he was probably a son of Gautami- 
putra Satakarni, perhaps much younger than his more impor¬ 
tant brother Vasisthlputra Pulumayi’. 2 Baneijea does not iden¬ 
tify this Satakarni but as he also believes that the inscriptions 
of Nahapana are dated in the Saka era, according to his theory 
Pulumayi would be ruling about 150 A.D., and so his brother 
about this time would not be a king, while in the Junagadh 
record the Satakarni is described as the Lord of Daksinapatha. 

G.B. Rao thinks that the Satakarni of the Junagadh record 
is no other than YajfiaSri Satakarni who was defeated by Rudra- 
daman with the result that the Satavahana empire was divided 
into two parts, and while YajfiaSri ruled over the eastern division, 
the western division was governed by Vasisthlputra Satakarni, 
the mahaksatrapa’s son-in-law, evidently as Rudradaman’s 
viceroy. 3 While the theory is no doubt an ingenious one, we 
have already indicated that it appears to be impossible that 
YajiiaSri Satakarni ruled as early as c. 150 A.D. 

Sivaskanda Satakarni 

Sivaskanda Satakarni possibly ascended the throne in c. 
154 A.D. D.C. Sircar thinks that he is identical with Sivamaka 
Sata of an Amaravati record. If the identifications be accepted 
then it may be assumed that in spite of the Scythian inroad, 
the Satavahana empire remained intact though reduced in 
glory. He is identical with Khada Satakani of the coins found 
from the Akola hoard. As the Puranas assign him only seven 
years it may be presumed that he had a short reign. 

Tajnairi Satakarni 

According to the Puranas, the immediate successor of Siva¬ 
skanda was Yajna^ri Satakarni. His relationship with his predeces¬ 
sor is not clear. His inscriptions have been found at Kanheri, Nasik 

1. JRAS 1926 

2. CHIN, 281 

3. EHD, ed. G. Yazdani, io8ff 
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and the China in the Krishna district while his coins have been 
found at Gujarat, Kathiawad, Aparanta, the Chanda district and 
the Krishna district. This shows that he not only ruled over east¬ 
ern and western Deccan but also snatched away a considerable 
portion of the territories once under the rule of the Scythian sat¬ 
raps of Ujjayinl. (The defeat and discomfiture of the dynasty at the 
hand ofRudradaman was thus fully avenged.) As already stated, 
from the evidence of the coins it is clear that there was no 
mahaksatrapa in the Scythian dominion between the year A.D. 
188-90. Evidently the Scythians had to acknowledge the suze¬ 
rainty of the Satavahana king and the office of mahaksatrapa 
thus remained in abeyance. As already stated the conquest of 
the &aka dominion is proved by the coins of YajfiaSrl issued in 
imitation of the coins of the Saka rulers of Ujjayini. 1 It was 
evidently after the death of the Satavahana king in c. 190 A.D. 
that the office of the mahaksatrapa revived again. His coins 
with the horse device possibly indicates that he performed a 
horse-sacrifice. K. Gopalachari identifies him with Satavahana 
whom Bana refers to as trisamudradhipati and also with the 
Satavahana monarch who was the friend of the mendicant 
Nagarjuna according to Yuan Chwang. 2 


1. We may note here especially the silver coins from Sopara modelled on 
the issues of the western k?atrapas. His coins with the horse device 
show evidently that he performed afoamedha sacrifice to celebrate his 
victory. ( contra . CII , xc) 

2. CHIN, 323. ‘The numerous coins of the reign are as varied in type and 
denomination as they are widely distributed. They come from Gujarat, 
Kathiawad, Sopara and the districts of Chanda, Akola (Madhya Pra¬ 
desh), Godavari and Krishna (Andhrade£a). The Chanda potin coins 
bear the elephant device, and those of the Sopara fabric bear the 
portrait head of the king. From Eastern Deccan come sackfuls of lead 
and copper coins bearing horse, elephant and chaitya devices. In addi¬ 
tion to 1/16, 1/4, 3/8, 1/2, 3/4, 7/8 and 1 Karshapanas (issued by Pulu- 
mayi II also), Siri-Yana issued 1-1/8 and 1-3/4 Karshapanas . Wars in 
the west and a great commercial prosperity in the east explain this 
plentiful issue of currency.* 
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Chapter VII 

DECLINE OF THE SATAVAHANAS 

YajfiaSri Satakarni appears to have been the last Satavahana 
ruler to exercise control over both the western and the eastern 
districts of the empire. According to the Purartas the following 
kings ruled after Yajfiairi:— 

Vijaya 6 yrs 

Cancjasri Satakarni 10 yrs (3 yrs according to Vdyu) 

Pulomavi 7 yrs 

Available evidences indicate that the rule of the above 
monarchs was confined to the eastern Deccan/ as we shall see 
later on. The question therefore arises, what happened to the 
Maharashtra region after the death of YajriaSri Satakarni about 
190 A.D. ? 

D.R. Bhandarkar maintains that after Yajflasri the Abhiras 
occupied Western Maharashtra. 2 According to V.V. Mirashi’s 
view the Abhlra rule could not have started before the middle 
of the third century, since the so-called Traikutaka-Kalacuri 
era of 249-50 A.D. was started by the Abhlra king Isvarasena 
whose inscription dated in the ninth year has been found at 
Nasik. 3 G.J-Dubreuil thinks that the Cutu-Nagas occupied 
the Maharashtra region about this time. 4 But this view is utterly 
untenable. 

In the absence of any positive data we have to fall back 
upon coins and inscriptions disclosing the names of a few Sata¬ 
vahana rulers who are not mentioned in the Puranas. The 
following names, for example, may be noted:— 

1. Vasisthlputra Catarapana Satakarni mentioned in a 
Nanaghat record 5 

1. In face of the archaeological finds it is difficult to agree with V.V. 
Mirashi that the Satavahana kings ‘continued to hold Maharashtra to 
the end of the Satavahana age.' ( Corpus y iv, xxiv) 

2. Ind Ant, 1918, 156 

3. Corpus , iv. xxii-xxvi 

4. AHD, 48f 

5. Luders, 1120 
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2. Madhariputra Svami Sakasena mentioned in Kanheri 
inscriptions 1 * 

3. Kauiikiputra Satakarni whose coins have been found 
in Kaus collection 8 

The sudden withdrawal of the main SatavAhana house from 
the Western Maharashtra region really causes somesurprise. We 
have seen that in 190 A.D. there was a revival of the Saka 
house of Western India that has been under the domination of 
the Satavahana king YajfiaSri. After Yajfia£ri’s death, a collate¬ 
ral member of the Satavahana house possibly entered into a 
conspiracy with the Sakas, forced the main line to move to the 
east and declared himself a king under the Scythian protection. 
Evidently, in recognition of it, he took upon himself the title of 
Catarapana or k$atrapa as an expression of gratitude. The 
name Sakasena, who might have been a son of Vasi&hiputra 
Catarapana Satakarpi, is also significant for we know that in 
ancient India kings who entered into subordinate alliance named 
their son often after the name or the dynastic appellation of 
the more powerful party. Whether Kairiilriputra Satakarni was 
the last king of Western Maharashtra is difficult to determine. 
It is possible that there were one or two more such kings who 
for the sake of convenience may be called the Later Sdtavdhanas 
of Western Maharashtra . 

In this connection we may note a Kanheri inscription 3 re¬ 
cording the gift by Nagamulanika, wife of a maharathi, the 
daughter of a mahabhoji and of the great king, and the mother of 
Skandanagasa taka. Who this great king was is rather difficult to 
determine.This possibly shows that during the post-Yajfkasri period 
the maharathis and the mahabhojas were gradually coming to the 
forefront again and were possibly entering into matrimonial 
alliance with the then kings. Rapson’s theory 4 that Skandanaga- 
fataka is identical with $ivaskandanaga£ri of the Banavasi 
inscription of Haritiputra—Vi?nuka<Ja—Cupikulananda Sata¬ 
karni of the year 12, in which the donor (name lost) is also called 
the daughter of a great king and is associated with the prince 

i. Luders, iioi, uo2 

a. JNSIy xiii, I33ff 

3. Luders, no. 1021 

4. CIC, liii 
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&ivaskanda can hardly be accepted. On this identification 
G.J-Dubreuil has concluded that ‘there can be no doubt that 
the Cutus succeeded the Andhras not only in Mysore but also in 
Aparanta ’. 1 It was at a later date that the Cutus held their sway 
in the northern part of the Kanarese and Malayalam speaking 
area. 

II 

Of the three kings, Vijaya, Canqlasri Satakarni and Pulumavi, 
mentioned in the Puranas, Vijaya’s name is found on coins in 
the Akola hoard. Can<Jasri Satakarni may be identified with 
Vasisthiputra Cadasata in whose second regnal year an inscrip¬ 
tion was engraved at Kodavalu near Pithapuram in the Goda¬ 
vari district . 2 The Myakadoni inscription dated in the 8 th 
regnal year of Sri Pulumavi of the Satavahana family should be 
ascribed to the last Satavahana king of the Puranic list. V.S. 
Sukthankar who edited record in Ep. Ind . xiv. p. 155 identified 
this Pulumayi with Pulumayi I, the son of Gautamlputra 
Satakarni. But the palaeography of the record is clearly against 
such a theory. The record is a late one and the king is no doubt 
Pulumayi II. His coins bearing the name Pulahamavi have been 
found in the Akola hoard . 3 

F.E. Pargiter has pointed out that the Puranic list of the 
Satavahana kings was first prepared during the time of YajfiaSri 
Satakarni, as the Matsya version would make us believe, but 
later on three more names were added to it and so it has been 
maintained that the Satavahana dynasty came to an end with 
Pulumayi II. The evidence of coins 4 proves however that two 
or three more kings possibly ruled after Pulumayi. Thus we get 
the names of Karna, Kumbha and Ruda Satakani. Ruda 
Satakani’s coins show that he ruled over the north-eastern part 
of the Satavahana empire and also over the Andhradega. So he 
possibly ruled after Pulumayi II. Then the dynasty lost Andhra 
country to the Ik$vakus and the other two kings, Kama 
and Kumbha, maintained their existence in the Vidarbha 
region till the family was finally extinguished. 

1. AHD y 49 

2. Luders, 1341 

3. PIHC 9 1945; JNSI t ii, 83ff 

4 . ib . 
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It must of course be admitted that the addition of these three 
kings to the Puranic list is purely a hypothetical one, while the 
extent of their empire determined on the evidence of the coins 
is also problematical. Some scholars regard them as the Collateral 
Vidarbha line of the Satavahanas. 

We are now in a position to trace the different phases in 
the dismemberment of the Satavahana empire: 

a. The Abhiras came to power in Western Maharashtra 
while the Cufus in the northern part of Kanarese and 
Malayalam speaking areas. 

b. The Ik§vakus and the Pallavas rose in eastern Deccan. 

c. The last lingering trace of the Satavahana power in 
the Vidarbha country was wiped away by the 
Vaka takas. 



Appendix III 


NUMISMATIC NOTES 

It has already been stated that the list of the Andhra kings 
in the Mat^ya Puraga is quite authentic from Gautamlputra on¬ 
wards, but for the earlier kings we must he very cautious in 
utilising the literary evidences. Some scholars, however, take 
up the Mdtsya list in the background of the evidence of coins, 
though in most cases the numismatic evidences thus utilised are 
not very clear, We may note here a few instances : 

1. Coins bearing the name Satfricarni have been arbitrari¬ 
ly attributed to Satakarni I and Satakarni II, though 
it has already been shown that the existence of a second 
Satakarni is not supported by other evidences at our 
disposal. Thus coins found in E. Malwa (C/C, 3, 4, 17) 
should properly be attributed to Satakarni who con¬ 
quered Malwa and whose coins have been found from 
Nasik, Tewar and other places (JNSI> xiii, 35; xv, 
205). (supra) 

2. Coins bearing the legend gha sadasa have been attributed 
to Meghasvati, the ninth king of the Matsya list (C/C, 28). 
Another coin recently found with the legend ha ta me 
ka sa has been taken as Sdtameghasa and ascribed to the 
same king. It is rather curious that on the evidence of 
this single coin, though showing Southern Brahmi 
letters, it has been inferred that the ‘Satavahana domi¬ 
nions in the second century B.C. included the Krishna 
valley and probably came down to the Pennar line*. 
(JNSI, xxvii, 94) When the very attribution is doubt¬ 
ful it is rather risky to draw such inferences. 

3. There is absolutely no ground to attribute two lead 
coins to king Hala as has been done by M. Rama Rao. 
(List, 7) 

4. V.V. Mirashi’s attempt to identify the kings known 
exclusively from the Tarhala hoard ( JNSI , ii, 83ff) 
with one or other kings of the Puranic list is open 
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to objection in many cases. It is better to think that 
they represent the Vidarbha line of the later Sata- 
vahanas. 

It may be noted in this connection that the Maharathis also 
issued coins in their own names. From a close study of such 
coins it has been inferred that those who flourished in western 
Deccan issued coins of bull type, the Makdrathts of eastern 
Deccan issued coins of catty a type, while those in the central 
Deccan issued coins of lion or elephant type along with Ujjaytn 
symbols evidently following their masters. (JNSI, xxviii, 57-9) 
In conclusion we may note that the coins of Yajfta&ri 
&fltakarni cover not only Andhra state, Maharashtra but also 
Baroda and Kathiawad regions of Gujarat. The find of a coin of 
the same king with the ship motif from Poona district shows, 
as already pointed out by Mirashi, that such issues were not 
exclusively current in the eastern coastal districts. (JNSI, xxiv, 
174-5) Though we are not in favour of attaching any impor¬ 
tance to the find spots of a few coins of any king, still Yajfta£ri’s 
coin from Baroda tends indirectly in the background of other 
evidences to support the view that he possibly brought the 
Saka kfatrapas under control during 188-190 A.D. {supra) 



Appendix IV 

GLIMPSES OF SATAVAHANA ADMINISTRATION 

Epigraphic evidences show that the Satavahana empire was 
roughly divided into two parts, not from the point of view of 
geography but from the nature of administrative arrange¬ 
ments, one under the royal officers and the other under the 
feudatory chieftains. This reminds us of the British days when 
the Indian empire was divided into provinces under the 
governors and the states under native princes. Such feudatory 
rulers, known as mahdrathis and mahdbhojas , were mainly 
confined to Western Maharashtra. The kings entered into 
matrimonial alliances with them and this often strengthened 
their hands as we find it in case of Simuka. (supra) Whether 
the office of maharathi and mahabhoja was a hereditary one is 
difficult to determine, though Kuda inscriptions nos. 1 and 9 
seem to indicate that in some cases it might have been so. 
There has been some controversy whether a mahabhoja was 
superior to a maharathi or vice versa. E. Senart maintains that 
maharathi cannot imply a nobility superior to that of mahabhoja. 1 
K. Gopalachari, on the other hand, points out that a Kuda 
inscription (no. 23) is dated ‘almost* in the years of a mahabhoja 
but there are no records of this nature belonging to any 
maharathi . 2 From such evidences however we cannot make out 
a general case. Some time a maharathi or a mahabhoja might 
have been bold enough to defy his overlord while under a 
strong king like Gautamiputra they would remain docile and 
subservient. However, as among the native princes of the 
British days there were different grades of honour, so it was 
possibly the case in the Satavahana age. G.J-Dubreuil assigns 
the feudatory status only to the mahdrathis when he states that 

1. Senart observes: ‘the occurrence of the feminine Mahara\h\nx in Bc<Js& 
No. 2 also indicates rather that the term does not imply the actual 
office of governor of a district or province, but an honorific or nobiliary 
title*. 

2 . EHACj So 
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* the Andhra empire was governed by feudatories who bore the 
title of Maharathls and were called “Nagas” as they belonged 
to a race of serpent-worshippers*. 1 From a critical study of the 
epigraphs it appears however that maharathi and mahdbhoja 
were feudatory titles prevailing in two distinct geographical 
regions. The mahabhojas exercised power in northern Konkan 
and the maharathis above the Western Ghats. Both the feudato¬ 
ries were superior in rank to the royal governors or amdtyas 
inasmuch as while the latter made grants of lands only under the 
orders of the kings, the former could make the same under their 
own authority. 

The royal state proper was divided into dhdras or raffras each 
under an amatya. The ahara or ra§pra again was subdivided 
into nigama (town) and grama. In the JangU Gundu inscription 
we find the mention of a gamika. 2 Among the other officers of 
the state mention may be made of the following : 

mahdmdtra, who was possibly in charge of a specified 
task 

bhantfagdrika, the superintendent of stores 
lekhaka , the royal scribe 

nibandhakdra 9 officer in charge of the registration of 
documents 
heranika 9 treasurer 

With regard to two offices, rajdmdtya and mahdsendpati 9 we 
do not get any clear light. Rajdmdtya was possibly officer attend¬ 
ing the king like his private secretary. Mahasendpati denoted the 
commander in chief. But in the Jangli Gundu inscription we 
find him in charge of an ahara. In such cases, they were possi¬ 
bly military governors akin to the Strategos of the Indo-Greek 
days. 3 


i. AHD , 47 

8. Ep Ind, xiv, 155! 

3. D.G. Sircar thinks that under the S&tav&hanas, the Mahdsenapatis 
were feudatory chieftains in charge of rdf pros. (Sue Sat, 15) 
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Chapter VIII 


EASTERN DYNASTIES 

On the ashes of the Satavahana empire two dynasties arose 
in the eastern part of South India—the Iksvakus with their 
capital atDhanyakatakaand the Pallavas centring round Kafici. 
Another dynasty came into existence after the fall of the Ik§va- 
kus in the Guntur region and it played a rival role with the 
Pallavas. The Guntur monarchs were not the members of the 
Pallava dynasty as it has been supposed to be. 

There are still several controversies that engulf unfortunate¬ 
ly the history of the dynasties; first , about the origin; secondly , 
whether the Pallavas rose simultaneously with the Iksvakus or 
a little later, and lastly whether there was a break between the 
time of the Pallava kings known from the Prakrit charters and 
that of the later kings known from the Sanskrit records. 
Diverse views may be expressed on all the above points; be¬ 
fore we proceed to discuss them we may note the following 
genealogies : 


I 

(Ik$vdku) 

Camtamula I 
Virapuru sadat ta 
Ehuvula Camtamula II 

_L_ 

I I 

Harltiputra Virapuru sadatta Rudrapurisadata 

(The spelling of the names follows as they are given in the 

epigraphs.) 
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II 

Kaficf kings (Pallavas) Guntur kings (Pallavas ?) 

Maharaja-bappasvami 
Sivaskandavarman 


Visnugopa 

Epigraphic and numismatic evidences prove beyond doubt 
the rule of the S&tavahanas in the Kistna-Godavari region where 
the Iksvakus who served under the Satav&hanas ultimately 
came to supreme power. There is, on the other hand, no epi¬ 
graphic evidence connecting the S&tavahanas with K&ilci. 
G.J-Dubreuil observes that “coins containing the image of a 
‘ship with two masts’ are found almost exclusively on the 
coast between Madras and Guddalore and they represent the 
moneys of ToncJai-Mandalam of which Kafichi is the capital. 
According to Prof. Rapson, these coins bear the legend ‘Sri 
Pulumavi’. The Ujjayin symbol indicates the rule of the Sata- 
vahana dynasty. So this dynasty reigned over the territory of 
Kaftchlpuram. Further, an inscription of Pulumavi, the last 
king of that dynasty, shows that the prince Skanda-Naga was 
his great general; there is no doubt that the Nagas were very 
powerful when the Satavahana dynasty came to an end ”. 1 The 
Nagas might have been powerful as subordinates under the 
Satavahanas, and the Pallavas evidently captured power by 
overthrowing them. D.C. Sircar is inclined to connect the lead 
coins with ‘ship with two masts ’ and the Ujjayin symbols with the 
Nagas and observes that ‘before the middle of the second century 
therefore not the Pallavas but the Nagas were ruling the coast 
country ’. 2 In support of his contention he cites the evidence of 
Ptolemy that the Coast Country of the Soringoi =» Colas was ruled 
by Sornagos and Arouamoi was ruled by Basaronagos. From 
this description it is clear no doubt that the district to the south 

i # AHD, 47 
2. Sue Sat 9 149 


Simhavarman 

1 

1 

Skandavarman 

Buddhavarman 

Buddhyankura 
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of Masulipatam to the Pancjya country was under the rule of 
the Nagas. Ptolemy composed his Geography about 140 A.D., 
when the Satavahanas were in the full swing of their power 
over the Andhrapatha region and the Naga rulers of that age 
were thus not independent potentates, and we have no evidence 
to determine what position the Nagas enjoyed nearly ninety 
years after the days of Ptolemy. The Valurpalaiyam plates 
contain the tradition that the Pallavas acquired royal power ‘on 
marrying the daughter of the lord of serpents, i.e., the Nagas/ 
The account is a very late one and this may be an echo of the 
Pallava conquest of the Cupis who came to power in the 
western part of the Satavahana empire. 1 

So far we had been treading on uncertain path. For study¬ 
ing the history of the Guntur and the Pallava kings we have 
the following fixed points: 

1. The Prakrit inscription of Sinihavarman has been 
discovered in the Guntur district. 

2. The Gupta emperor Samudragupta who set out on 
his Dak§inapatha expedition about 350 A.D. refers to 
Visnugopa of Kaficl. 

As the Guntur region had been under the sway of the 
Iksvakus the discovery of Sinahavarman’s record from the place 
seems to indicate that he came to power after overthrowing 
the Iksvakus. According to the chronology of the Satavahanas 
followed in these pages the rule of the Imperial dynasty came 
to an end c. 213 A.D. 2 when consequently came the Iksvakus. 
Allowing an average of 25 years for each of the Ik§vaku kings, 
the first three Iksvakus would rule up to 290 A.D. and then 
naturally Rulupuru$adatta, the last king overthrown by 
Sinahavarman, would have a short reign. According to this 
calculation then the Guntur dynasty came to power at the 
close of the third century. The history of the Kafici region on 
the other hand from the fall of the Satavahanas to the rise of 
the Pallavas still remains blank. The Pallavas of the Prakrit 
record in any case ruled before Visnugopa whose relationship 
with the former still remains a matter of conjecture. 3 

1. Sastri, A History of South India , 98 

2. supra 

3. infra 
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Different theories have been maintained regarding the 
origin of the Iksvakus and the Pallavas. In a letter written by 
S. Konow to J. Ph. Vogel the learned professor observed, *1 
would therefore be inclined to define the dialect of your ins¬ 
criptions (Prakrit inscriptions from NagaijunikontjUi) as follows: 
We are faced with a normalised semi-literary Prakrit, used by 
people whose home tongue was Dravidian, and probably 
Kanarese. If I am right, we should a priori be inclined to infer 
that the Ikkhakus had come to the Kistna country from the 
West. But all such conclusions are bound to be uncertain’. 

According to E. J. Rapson the Iksvakus were of northern 
descent, being an offshoot of the great Solar dynasty of 
Ajodhya. 1 2 If the Puranic accounts are to be believed Iksvaku, 
the progenitor of the Solar race, had a hundred sons of whom 
forty-eight were entrusted with charges of different states in 
the south and one of them might have been the founder of 
the Ik§vaku line of the AndhradeSa. 

All such accounts are however myths recorded in later 
works which can hardly be used for historical purposes without 
proper scrutiny. The dynastic accounts of the Puranas have no 
doubt historical value, but it will be an idle speculation to hold 
that each and every Puranic account is historical. 

K. Gopalachari draws our attention to a Kanarese work 
entitled Dharmamrta affording Evidence of an early drift. In the 
time of the 12th Tirthankara Vasupujya (third or second cen¬ 
tury B.C.), Iksvaku YaSodhara of Anga carved a kingdom for 
himself in the Vgngi country, to use the later designation of 
the heart of the Andhradeia , and founded the town of Pratipala- 
pura identified by Mr. M.S. Sarma with BhaftiprVlu *, a It is 
quite evident that the work is based on myths and religious 
stories. 

Bp. Caldwell seems to be hitting at the truth when he 
states that the Aryan immigrants to the south appear to have 
been generally brahmanical priests and instructors who taught 
the South Indian, especially the Dravidian chiefs, to imitate and 
emulate the grandeur and taste of the Solar, Lunar and Agnikula 


1. CIC, xliv 

2. EH AC, 129 
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races of kings of the north. 1 Similar examples we find with the 
various Rajput chiefs of the early medieval ages. This is what 
the anthropologists call the Sanskritisation of the different 
groups of Indian cultures and ultimately reducing them into one 
pattern. In case of the Mahamegha dynasty of Kalinga referred 
to before we find an entirely different strain (supra) inasmuch 
as the Cedis were an Aryan people and a branch of them settled 
in the so-called Outer Band of the Aryan region. 

The same process of Sanskritisation can be found in case 
of the Pallavas of the Tondaimandalam region. Earlier scholars 
identified them with the Pahlavas or the Parthians. But a foreign 
origin for the tribe is negativated by the fact that the Pallava 
kings performed the ASvamedha sacrifice. The obnoxious 
practices centring round the ceremony was naturally abhorred 
by the foreigners and we know of no foreign king having ever 
performed this sacrifice. The claim in the records of the Pallavas 
that they belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra is another instance 
of this process of Sanskritisation. Non-brahmins generally 
accept the gotra of their preceptors and spiritual directors. The 
Pallavas were evidently Sanskritised by the brahmanical leaders 
having Bharadvaja gotra. The Pallava territory was on the 
outskirt of the Cola janapada where the Nagas had also been 
living and hence the tribe seems to have been of Cola-Naga 
origin. It may be noted in this connection that the term tonfai 
which was the name of the land means a creeper. This was 
evidently Sanskritised into Pallava as the name of the people 
of the region also. 

The Ikfvakus 

According to the epigraphic records the founder of the 
Ik?vaku dynasty was maharaja Vasithlputa CamtamGla. If 
we accept the view that the Iksvakus came to power after the 
fall of the Satavahanas we may place Camtamula some time 
between c. 213 and 235 A.D. 

K.P. Jayaswai has identified the Iksvakus with the Srip&r- 
vatiyas of the Puranas. 2 These Sriparvatiyas are also called 
Andhrabhrtyas and as consisting of seven kings. According to 

1. Bp. Caldwell, Comparative Grammar of Dravidian Languages, 115 

2. JBORS, 1933, 171 
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the Matsya account the dynasty ruled for dot pancaiatam years 
which may mean fifty-two or one hundred. The Vdyu text gives 
us the reading dve'rdhafata which of course means fifty-two. 1 
There are however some difficulties in accepting the theory of 
K.P. Jayaswai, for though we know that the Iksvakus were 
originally the bhrtya of the Andhra-Satavahana kings, epi- 
graphic records supply us with the names of only four rulers 
and not seven. Further, it is still a moot question whether the 
Iksvaku citadel was at SriSailam. Scholars generally think that 
their capital was either at Nagaijunikonda or at Dhanyakataka. 
E.J. Rapson identifies the Andhrabhrtyas with the Cujus, ‘who 
rose to power in the western and southern districts after the 
reign of Sri-Yajha 5 . 2 

Caxptamiila, the founder of the dynasty, has left no record. 
In the inscriptions of his successors he is given the epithet 
VasUhlputaor Vasisthlputra and as the performer of Agnisfoma, 
Agnihotra, Asvamedha and Vajapeya sacrifices. As in the 
Iksvaku records no mention is made of his father it may be 
presumed that he was the first king of the dynasty. A€vamedha 
etc. was performed by a king after his victories in battle. It is 
not unlikely that Caiptamula fought against the last Satavahana 
king in the Andhra region and after driving away his lord per¬ 
formed the sacrifices. To celebrate his victory he might have 
made gifts of lumps of gold, ploughs of land, cows and oxen, 
though J. Ph. Vogel is inclined to think that the description 
go-satasahasa-hala-satasahasa padayisa occurring in the Nagaijuni¬ 
konda records is merely a conventional one. 8 His warlike 
activities are further alluded to in his description ‘Mahasena 
parigahitasa’, protected by Lord Mahasena, the lord of warfare, 
and we know that in ancient India kings often worshipped this 
god before going to a warlike expedition. Camtamula was also 
a statesman of farsight and evidently to make his hand strong 
against the Satavahanas or their supporters he contracted seve¬ 
ral matrimonial alliances. Thus one of his sisters was married 
to a mahasendpati-mahadandandyaka of the Pukiya family flourish¬ 
ing in the Pungi district on the banks of the Gundlakamma 

1. DKA, 46, fn. 34 

2. CIC, brix 

3. Ep Ind t xx, 6 
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river 1 while his daughter Camtasiri was married to another 
mahasenapati-mahadandanayaka of the Dhanaka family . 2 If these 
marriages had been contracted before Camtamula ascended 
the throne, then it may be assumed that the Satavahana 
power came to an end in the eastern Deccan under the pressure 
of a military coup organised by Canatamula with other feuda¬ 
tories. We are, however, in the dark regarding the position held 
by Canatamula himself before he became king. K. Gopalacbari 
thinks that ‘the ancestors of the Iksvakus were Mahatalavaras 
under the Satavahanas ’. 3 But of this there is no evidence, though 
in view of the military coup referred to above, it is natural 
for us to assume that he must have been a military officer of 
considerable importance. Camtamula’s son Vlrapurisadata is 
not credited with any conquests in the epigraphs. It may be 
assumed therefore that the Kistna-Guntur districts were con¬ 
quered by Camtamula himself. According to some scholars the 
fifth memorial panel at Nagarjunikonda represents his figure 
and he appears there to be a middle-aged man . 4 

Vlrapurisadata 

Camtamula was succeeded by his son Vlrapurisadata whose 
reign marks a glorious epoch in the history of Buddhism in 
South India. The monastery of Nagarjunikonda was developed 
in this period with the addition of Cetiva hall and stambhas or 
pillars mostly donated by the ladies of the royal family. Addi¬ 
tions were also made to the Buddhist establishments at Amaravatl 
and Jaggayyapeta. One of the Nagarjunikonda epigraphs state 
that holy men from different countries used to visit the place at 
that time, while an inscription of the year 14 contains a list of 
the countries that had contact with the sacred shrine. These 
countries were Ka£mlra, Gandhara, Kirata in the Himalayas 
(possibly Tibet), Clna, Tosali, Aparanta, Vanga, VanavasI, 
Damila or the Tamil country, Palura and Yavana or the 
‘Greek colony of North-west or South India or Southern 
Anam \ 5 Thus during the time of Vlrapurisadata, the Ik§vaku 

1. B.V. Krishna Rao, Early Dynasties of Andhradeia , 45 

2. Eplnd, xx, 18 

3. EH AC, , 131 

4. ib m , 134 

5 . Select I*- 226 , fn. 1 
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kingdom of the AndhradeSa attained an international status 
through Buddhism and this might have effected the economic 
prosperity of the country. 

In considering the above list we may note that while we 
find mention of the countries lying to the south, west and north of 
the Ik§vaku kingdom, the region lying immediately to the north 
of the territory, the janapada of Mosaic, is significantly omitted, 
though the Kaliiiga region e.g. Palura =* Dantapura finds there a 
place. Was Mosala included within the Ik?vaku kingdom? It 
formed a part of the Satavahana territory and when Caipta- 
mula effected the coup it evidently came under his sway. Thus 
the Ikfvaku kingdom was possibly larger in area than it has 
been supposed to be. 

Like his father, Vlrapurisadata appears to have contracted 
matrimonial alliances that strengthened the hands of the dy¬ 
nasty. The Nagarjunikonda inscription of his 6th regnal year 
speaks of mahadevi Rudradharabhatarika who is described as 
Ujanika-maharabdlika , which has been emended by J. Ph. Vogel 
as Ujenikd-mahdrdja-bdlikd. 1 Rudradharabhatarika was thus evi¬ 
dently a Saka princess of the house ruling over Ujjayinl. As 
her name is mentioned in an inscription of the year 6, we may 
presume that Vlrapurisadata married the Saka girl either 
immediately after his accession to the throne or this Saka- 
Ik$vaku alliance was contracted by his father Ganatamula. D.C. 
Sircar observes that ( though there is no name like Rudradhara 
(of whom the queen might have been supposed to have been 
a sister or a daughter) in the genealogy of the Sakas of 
Ujjayinl, two kings having names beginning with Rudra 
reigned in the third century A.D.—(1) Rudrasena I, circa 
Saka U2-135 (A.D. 200-213); (2) Rudrasena II, circa Saka 
176-196 (A.D. 254-274). It is not altogether impossible that the 
Iksvaku queen was related to one of these kings.** It is not 
however necessary for us to find a Saka king of Ujjayinl with 
a name beginning with Rudra so that he may be a father or 
brother of the queen. In a Basarh seal we find the name of (a 
Mururuja queen) Prabhudama who was sister of the king, the 

1. Ep Jnd, xx, 4 

2. Sue Sat , 23 
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mahaksatrapa svami Rudrasena, and daughter of the king, 
the mahaksatrapa svami Rudrasiipha. 1 2 3 In the present state of 
our knowledge it is impossible to determine the exact placcof 
Rudradharabhatarika in the §aka family of Ujjayini. 

The §aka-Ik$vaku marriage was undoubtedly of some poli¬ 
tical significance. It may have checked the advance of the 
Abhiras towards eastern Deccan, and thus a threat to the 
Ikgvaku dominion was averted once for all. Evidently as a 
result of this marriage the Sakas came to be favoured in the 
new kingdom. Thus a Nagarjunikomja record registers the 
gift of a pious Saka girl and a NSgarjunikon<J& pillar bears the 
sculpture of a Saka warrior.* 

Another such diplomatic marriage is hinted at in the epi¬ 
graph of the son of Virapurisadata, Ehuvula Camtamula, 
which records a donation of mahadevT Kodavalisiri, the dau¬ 
ghter of Virapurisadata and the wife of a king of BanavasI 
(Vanavasaka maharaja) .* BanavasI, with its capital VaijayantI, 
was a part of the S&tavfihana empire, and after the death of 
Yajhasri Satakarni it passed ultimately under the rule of the 
Cufu dynasty. The Vanavasaka maharaja who was the son-in- 
law of the Ik?vaku monarch might have been a member of the 
Cufu dynasty. 

Besides Rudradharabhatarika, Virapurisadata appears to 
have other queens, three of whom were the daughters of his 
father’s sisters. The system of cross-cousin marriage had been 
a feature of South Indian social life, and it was a recognised 
custom as early as the time of Bodhayana (c. 400B.C.). 
Kumarila Bhafta also refers to this custom. 

From the epigraphic evidences it is clear that Virapurisa¬ 
data must have ruled at least for 20 years. Buddhism flourish¬ 
ed in his kingdom, but there is no evidence to show that he 
himself became a Buddhist. It should, however, be noted that 
unlike his father, he did not claim to be protected by the god 
Mahasena nor did he perform any Vedic sacrifice. 


1. ASIR, 1913-4, 136 

2. Ep Ind , xx, 37 

3. 24 
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Ehuvula Cdrfitamula 

Virapurisadata was succeeded by his son Ehuvula Caipta- 
mula. The first part of the name is possibly a Tamil one, ehu 
meaning steel, ‘a very old Tamil word’. 1 Nothing practically is 
known about his reign excepting that Buddhism flourished fur¬ 
ther during his time. 

Rudrapurisadata 

An inscription found at Nagarjunikoncja speaks of a king 
named Rudrapurisadata who, from the find spot of the inscrip¬ 
tion, the palaeography of the record, and the form of the name, 
appears to have been an Iksvaku monarch, and may be identi¬ 
fied with Rudapurisadata of Gurzala record. 2 The step-mother 
of the king is named in inscription as Varambhaja and ‘as the 
wife of Maharaja Ehavala Chantamula, as the daughter-in-law 
of Maharaja Virapurushadatta and as grand daughter-in-law of 
Maharaja Chantamula. She is further stated to have belonged 
to the Bahapala (i.e., Brihatphala or Brihatphalayana) gotra 
and to have been the daughter of a Mahakhatapa ( Mahak$atrapa ). 
Thus the record supplies us with a second instance of the rela¬ 
tions of the Ik§vaku family of the Kr§na-Guntur region with 
that of the Saka Mahak$atrapas of Western India, the first being 
that of Mafhariputra Vlrapurusadatta’s marriage with Mahadevi 
Rudradhara-bhatarika described as the Ujanikd-mahdra[ia]-bdlika 
( [Ujjqyinikd-mahdrdja-bdlikd , i.e., daughter of the Maharaja of 
Ujjavini) known from an inscription from £he same place. The 
discovery of a big hoard of the coins of the Saka rulers at 
Pgtluripalem in the Guntur district is also interesting to note 
in this connection. The presence of Sakas at the Iksvaku capi¬ 
tal is also indicated by the epigraphic and sculptural records 
discovered at Nagarjunikonda. Though the identity of the 
Mahdk$atrapa who was the father of queen Vammabhata is not 
disclosed, a very interesting information supplied for the first 
time by the inscription under study is that the Saka Maha- 
k$atrapas of Western India claimed to have belonged to the 
Bjrhatphala or Brhatphalayana gotra . While the Hinduization 
of these Sakas is clearly indicated by the records of Rshabha- 

i. EH AC, 143, fn 
a. Ep Ind, xxvi, asff 
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datta and Rudradaman, the Sakas in general were regarded in 
ancient India either as clean &udras or as degraded Ksatriyas.* 
{Ep. Ind . xxxiv, 21) 

It would thus appear that Rudrapurisadata was a step¬ 
brother of Haritlputra Virapurusadatta. It is however not 
known to us which of the two step-brothers ruled first. We 
have got an inscription of Haritlputra Virapurusadatta com¬ 
mencing with the expression siddham followed by an invocation 
to the god Mahadeva Pu$pabhadrasvami and records the cons¬ 
truction of a devakula and a dhvajastambha for the same god. The 
expression devakula is interesting. He is further stated to have 
created an endowment of a village evidently for the mainte¬ 
nance of the temple. 

Prince Virapurusadatta is also styled as mahdraja-kumdra and 
mahasendpati . He was evidently the commander-in-chief of his 
father, Vasisthiputra Ehavula Caiptamula. Possibly Rudra¬ 
purisadata succeeded him. 

We do not know exactly how the rule of the Ik§vakus came 
to an end. Rulupurisadata was possibly overthrown by Simha- 
varman in the Guntur area while the Brhatphalayana king 
Jayavarman occupied the Masulipatam region. 

The Nagarjunikonda records show how the Ik§vaku king¬ 
dom had its relationship with the island of Ceylon. Thus 
inscription F mentions Sihala-vihara which, as J. Ph. Vogel 
states ‘must have been a convent founded either by a Singha¬ 
lese or, more probably, for the accommodation of Singhalese 
monks. This “Ceylonese convent” appears to have contained 
a shrine with a Bodhi-tree (Bodhi-rukhapasada = Skt. Bodhi - 
vrkfaprasada) which is, indeed, a necessary adjunct of the Bud¬ 
dhist monasteries of Ceylon up to the present day. Not only the 
mention of a Sihala-vihara, but also the dedication of a 
chetiya-ghara to the theriyas or “fraternities” of Tambaparhiii 
point to relations which must have existed between the Buddhist 
community of Dhafifiakataka and their co-religionists in the Isle 
of Ceylon. The existence of such relations can be easily account¬ 
ed for from the sea-borne trade which was carried on between 
the ports of the Island and Kanfakasela, the great emporium 
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on the right bank of the Kistna river.* 1 2 J. Ph. Vogel makes the 
following observations in connection with Buddhism of the 
period which is really very interesting: 

‘This trade (between India and Ceylon) was, no doubt, 
also largely responsible for the flourishing state of Buddhism 
in this part of India. The devotees of the Good Law were largely 
recruited from the commercial classes and it was their wealth 
which enabled not only the merchants themselves, but also 
their royal masters, to raise monuments of such magnificence 
as the great stupa of Amaravati. Both Amaravati and Nagar- 
junikoncja are situated on the right bank of the Kistna, the 
former being situated at a distance of some 60 miles from the 
mouth of the river. Nagarjunikon<Ja lies considerably higher 
up the river, the distance between this place and Amaravati 
being another 60 miles as the crow flies, but considerably longer 
by river. On the opposite side of the river we have Jaggayyapeta, 
containing another monument of the reign of the Ikhakus. 
The village of Alluru in the Nandigama taluk of the Kistna 
district has yielded a fragmentary Prakrit inscription, referred 
to above, which appears to record a donation to a Buddhist 
monastery. At the village of Gummadiduru in the Kistna dis¬ 
trict the remains of a large stupa, adorned with marble reliefs 
in the Amaravati style, have recently come to light together 
with the remnants of monastic buildings. All these monuments 
attest to the piety and the wealth of the Buddhist community 
in these parts during the second and third centuries of our era. 
In the days of Hiuen Tsiang the monasteries were mostly desert¬ 
ed and ruined. The collapse of Buddhism on the lower Kistna 
may have had various causes; besides the general wane of that 
religion all over India, there may have been economic agents 
at work, like the decline of the sea-borne trade with the West, 
which had caused vast quantities of Roman gold to pour into 
the Peninsula. There was also the conquest of Southern India 
by the Gupta Emperor SamudragUpta and the rise of powerful 
dynasties devoted to Brahmanism like the Pallava in the South 
and the Chalukya in the West.** 


1. Ep Indy xx , io 

2. ib. 
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The Guntur kings and the Pallavas 

It has already been stated that the early history of the 
Pallava dynasty that ruled in K3ficipuram and is supposed to 
have been originally subordinate under the S&tav&hanas is 
shrouded in mystery. Siiphavarman of the Guntur record has 
been supposed to be the first king of the dynasty. 1 As however no 
record of him has been found in the Kaftci region we shall have 
to think before we rush to such a conclusion. It is not unlikely 
that when Jayavarman, the Bjrhatphalayana king, 2 revolted 
against the Iksvakus in the Masulipatam region, Simhavarman 
became independent in the Guntur valley. On this assumption 
both Jayavarman and Simhavarman might have been originally 
governors under the Iksvakus. In any case, the conjecture that 
Simhavarman was the father of Sivaskandavarman lacks any 
direct evidence in its support. 

The Pallavas were maintaining their precarious existence, of 
course independently, after the fall of the Satavahanas. The 
Mayidavolu grant issued from Kaftclpuram by the Pallava 
Yuvamaharaja in the tenth year of the reigning Pallava king 
records the gift of a village named Virip&ra situated in the 
Andhrapatha, while the order was sent to the vapafa i.c., the 
governor, of Dhanafiakada (Dhanyakafaka) showing that the 
Ik$vaku kingdom lying to the south of the river Kistna had 
passed under the Pallavas. 3 Unfortunately, the name of the 
father of the crown prince is not mentioned in the record. In 
the Hirahadagalli grant Sivaskandavarman refers to his father 
as Maharaja-fo/^ardmi. 4 G. Bfthler thinks that Bappasami is a 
proper name referring to the Yuvamaharaja’s father, but recent¬ 
ly the view has been challenged on the ground that kings often 
describe themselves as bappabhatt&raka-padabhakta , 'devoted to 
the feet of the lord, the father/ where bappa can hardly be 
construed as a personal name. The argument has no doubt 
some force but the use of the word Maharaja-bappasami is 
somewhat on a different par . D.C. Sircar who rejects 
G. Buhler’s view, himself points out, l cf Bappa,the name of the 

I. Ep Indy xxxii, 87-90 
a. vi, 315 

3. to., vi, 84-91 

4. to., i.. 2-10 
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progenitor of the Guhilots of Mewar, and also the names Bappa- 
sarman in the Birur grant of Kadamba Visnuvarman and 
Bappasvamin in the Nidhanpur grant of Bhaskaravarman. 51 

While thus not pressing for any of the views centring round 
the word bappasvdmi we refrain from identifying him with 
Sirphavarman of the Guntur record. In any case, Sivaskanda- 
varman’s father’s sway extended over Andhrapatha. The 
Hirahadagalli grant credits Sivaskandavarman with Agnistoma, 
Vajapeya and Asvamedha sacrifices, signifying that he made 
fresh conquests before the eighth year of his reign when the 
grant was issued. He is also adorned with the title of dharma - 
mahamjadhiraja . What these fresh conquests were is difficult to 
determine. D.G. Sircar thinks that his sway was acknowledged 
by the Gahgas of Mysore and the Kadambas of Banavasi. It is 
pointed out that the Penukonda plates of the Ganga king 
Madhava refer to the suzerainty of the Pallavas of Kafici, while 
according to the Talgunda inscription the early Kadambas of 
Banavasi also acknowledged the supremacy of the Pallavas. i. 2 3 
But in no case it can be said with certainty that this suzerain 
was Sivaskandavarman. 

It is very difficult to determine who succeeded Sivaskanda- 
varman. The British Museum plates of Carudevi, 8 issued dur¬ 
ing the reign of Sirivijqya Khandavamma (§ri-vijaya-Skandavar< 
man) record a gift to the god Narayana of the Kuli-mahataraka - 
devakula. Carudevi is described as the wife of the Yuvamaharaja 
Buddhavarman and the mother of a prince whose name has 
been tentatively read as Buddhyahkura. From the epigraph it 
is not clear whether Buddhavarman was a son of Skandavarman 
nor there is any other evidence to show that Buddhavarman 
ever ascended the throne. As the British Museum grant was 
originally found in the Guntur district it is not unlikely that 
he belonged to the line of Simhavarman. After Simhavarman 
was overthrown by the father of Sivaskandavarman the former’s 
line went temporarily into oblivion but revived again under 
Skandavarman, who is not known at all to have ruled at Kafici. 


i. Sue Sat, 183, fn. 2 

a. ib., i84f 
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Vi§nugopa of Kaficl who came into conflict with Samudra- 
gupta appears to have been a Pallava king though his relation¬ 
ship with Sivaskandavarman cannot be determined. 1 

The materials at our disposal for writing the history of the 
early Pallavas of Kaficipuram are very meagre. Three facts seem 
to come out of them: 

a. that the main Pallava line ruled at Kaficipuram and 
the suzerainty of the dynasty extended from the river 
Palar in the south to Krishna in the north and the 
Bellary region in the west. 

b. that the Krishna valley often changed hands. After the 
fall of the Ik§vakus it passed under Siiphavarman, 
then under the Kaficl line and again under a descen¬ 
dant of Siiphavarman. 

c. that Visnugopa who fought against Samudragupta had 
as a feudatory under him Ugrasena of Palakka ruling 
somewhere in the Nellore district. 


i. D.G. Sircar thinks that Viftugopa was a son of Skandavarman. T.V. 
Mahalingam, on the other hand, holds that VifQUgopa was the elder 
brother or son of Skandavarman and never ascended the throne on 
themain line. ( Kanchipuram , 27) 



Chapter IX 


WESTERN DYNASTIES 

It has already been stated that the Satavahana king Yajfia- 
$ri Satakarni died in c. 190 A.D. and after him there was a 
partition of the empire. The eastern branch ruled up to 213 
A.D., while three kings at least, if not more, ruled in the west. 1 * 3 It 
is difficult to determine how long the western line survived, 
but when fresh light comes we find the Abhiras occupying a 
considerable portion of the Marathi speaking area, while the 
Kanarese region passed under separate dynasties whose history 
is far from clear as yet. The Abhiras were no doubt very strong 
and although their advance in the eastern Deccan was checked 
by the Iksvakus, it is really a mystery what prevented them 
from pushing towards the Kanarese area. In this connection it 
may be noted that Ptolemy (c. 140 A.D.) in his Geography 
refers to the Ariake of the Pirates who held Byzanteion or 
Vaijayanti. 8 The Periplus also refers to piracy in this region, but 
simply states that three islands on the western coast were under 
their control. 8 So some time after the days of the Periplus the 
pirates occupied a portion of the Kanarese district and brought 
the region round VaijayantI under their control. Vaijayanti was 
the base of Gautamiputra’s attack against the K$aharatas and 
it is not unlikely that it was lost to the Satavahanas either 
during the time of Pulumayi or his successor who was involved 
in a life and death struggle against mahak$atrapa Rudra- 
daman. 4 Was Mutjananda one of these pirate kings whose coins 
have been found in this region and by overthrowing whom the 
Cutus occupied the coastal district regions ? Thus in dealing with 
the western successors of the Satavahanas we have to take into 
account the history of the following dynasties: 

1 . The Abhiras 

i. supra 

a. Ptolemy, ed. L. Renou, 4 

3. supra 

4. surpa 
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2 . The dynasty of Mudananda (the pirate king ?) 

3. The dynasty of the Cutus 

The Abhtras 

The Abhlras who succeeded the Satavahanas in the western 
Deccan were originally an alien people who, according to Tarn, 
entered into India during the confusion caused by the invasion 
of Alexander the Great. 1 * It is difficult to determine what the 
original home of the tribe was, but the name of the country 
Abiravan, in eastern Iran, reminds us of one of their settle¬ 
ments before they entered India. The earliest mention of the 
Abhlras is to be found in the Mahabh&fya of Pataiijali where 
they are classed as £udra.* One of their settlements is referred 
to in the Great Epic near the Vina£ana region, the present 
Hissar in Haryana. 3 Another colony is mentioned as Abiria in 
the Periplus and Aberia in the Geography of Ptolemy, according 
to which it formed a part of the Indo-Scythia or the Lower 
Indus Valley. 4 

Epigraphic evidences show the gradual movement of the 

i. GBI, 712 

a. Mahdbh&ya, i. 2.3 

3. Mbh>, U.37.1; ‘The MahSbh&rata mentions three divisions of the 
Abhlras dwelling in the north-west of India, viz., those who lived on 
the bank of the Sarasvati, fisherman and mountaineers. (Sabh&parvan, 
ad. 32, v. 10) In another passage the Epic states that the tirtha 
Vina Sana lay in the country of the Abhlras as the sacred river Saras¬ 
vati disappeared at the place through hatred of the Sfidras and the 
Abhlras Jiving there. (Salyaparvan, ad. 37, v. 1) Elsewhere, Paficha- 
nanda, the land of the five rivers, is described as the stronghold of the 
Abhlras. (Mau;alaparvan, ad. 7, w. 45ff) We are told that while 
Arjuna was encamped in that fertile country together with the women 
of the Vrishnis and the Andhakas, whom he was escorting from 
DvarakE to Hastinipura after the internecine fight atnongst the 
Yadavas, he was attacked by the Abhlras. All these references indicate 
the eastern part of the Paxgab between the Satlaj and the Yamuna 
as the original home-land of the Abhlras*. ( Corpus , iv, xxxi) V.V. 
Mirashi however thinks that ‘the Abhlras were probably the aborigi¬ 
nal inhabitants of the country who were gradually admitted to the 
Hindu fold.* (ib.) 

4. From the Geography of Ptolemy it appears that the lower Indus Valley 
was known as Indo-Scythia and it consisted of three countries, Patalene 
or the Indus delta, Aberia or the Abhira country and Surastrene or 
Kathiawad. 
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tribe into Madhya Pradesh and then into Maharashtra where 
after the Satavahanas they founded a kingdom of their own. 
The Gunda inscription of 181 A.D. shows the Abhira general 
Rudrabhuti referring to Rudrasinaha as k§atrapa, ignoring the 
existence of any mahak§atrapa altogether. 1 This shows that 
though not assuming any higher title, the Abhira general was 
the de facto ruler in the state. General Rudrabhuti is described 
as the son of general Bapaka. 2 It appears that the Abhiras 
first entered into service under the Saka rulers of Ujjayini and 
then gradually came to the forefront. D.R. Bhandarkar thinks 
that when during the period 188-190 A.D. there was no mahd - 
kfatrapa in the Saka kingdom of Ujjayini, one Abhira king 
iSvaradatta ruled over the realm. E.J. Rapson has, however, 
no doubt that ISvaradatta ‘reigned some time between A.D. 
236 and A.D. 239*. 3 Isvaradatta’s silver coins have been found 
in Malwa, Gujarat and Kathiawad. We fully agree with the 
view of E.J. Rapson. YajfiasrI § a takarni’s coins show his vie* 
tory over the Sakas of Ujjayini and on all accounts his rule 
appears to have spread over the last quarter of the second cen¬ 
tury A.D. Further from the history of the Saka kfatrapas of 
Ujjayini we know that whenever there was any foreign rule 
over the Saka dominion, the office of the mahdkfatrapa re¬ 
mained in abeyance and so we can only connect the period 
188-190 A.D. with Satavahana rule over the Saka realm. 4 

An inscription dated in the 9th regnal year of an Abhira 
king named Ma<Jhariputra Isvarasena has been found at 
Nasik. 5 Ma<Jhariputra Isvarasena is described as the son of 
Sivadatta. It records the gift of Sakani Vi?ijudatta, daughter 
of Saka Agnivarman, wife of the Ganapaka Rebhila and mother 
of Ganapaka ViSvavarman, of three investments of 2000, 1000 
and 500 kar$apanas in the trade guilds of Govardhana for the 
purpose of providing medicines for the sick Buddhist monks 
living at the monastery on mount TriraSmi. The epigraph, 
points to the following interesting facts: 

1. Eplnd, xvi, 233 

2. Ini Ant, x, 157; Ep Ind, xvi, 235 

3. E.J. Rapson, CIC 

4. supra 

5. Eplnd, viii,88 
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(i) that Sivadatta is not given any royal honorific showing 
that ISvarasena became the first king of his line; 

(ii) that the record follows the S&tavahana mode of dat¬ 
ing; 

(iii) that the £akas had been living in the Western Maha¬ 
rashtra region possibly in the service of the Abhira 
lord. 

Now, about one thing we are almost sure. The Abhira 
rule in Western Maharashtra started after the rule of three or 
more kings in succession to Yajfiasri Satakarni. 1 Thus it is 
quite possible that l£varasena might have begun his rule in 
248-9 A.D., and he started an era from that year to commemo¬ 
rate his accession. From the later use of the era, we may infer 
that the empire of ISvarasena comprised the region of Western 
Maharashtra, including Nasik and the adjoining areas, Aparanta 
and Lata. 

An inscription has been found at Nagarjunakomja of the 
time of Abhira Vasu§ena of the year 30. It is difficult to deter¬ 
mine whether Vasusena actually ruled over the Guntur region, 
but in the present state of our knowledge we may maintain 
this much that the Abhira king ruled over the Nasik region 
and extended his sway over the Krishna-Guntur area about 
278 A.D. From the internal evidences of the record it does 
not appear that it is a record of pilgrimage. ( Ep . Ind. xxxiv, 
202 ff) 

The above instance seems to indicate that the Abhira king¬ 
dom in South India was far more extended than we are apt 
to think. It is not unlikely that the Mundas and the Cutus 
were originally subordinates to the Abhlras but later on managed 
to regain their independence. The Vi$nu Purdna maintains that 
thirteen Mun^a kings ruled after the Andhras. Large lead 
coins bearing the legend ratio Mudanarjidasa have been found 
from the district of Karwar. Muqia is evidently identical with 
Mundas. The coins clearly belong to one of the members of the 
subordinate dynasty. 

i. As the Traikutaka era is associated with the Abhlras it is apparent 
that several kings ruled in Western Deccan between Yqfiairi §2ta- 
karni’s death in 190 A.D. and 248-9 A.D., the initial year of the 
Traikataka era. 
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The Cutus also possibly started as subordinates to the 
Abhiras but later on became independent. We have several 
lead coins bearing the legend ratio Cutu-kulanandasa . The fact 
that the Mudananda coins and these coins have been found 
in the same region practically proves nothing, for such pieces 
often travel from one place to another. We have at least two 
inscriptions referring to the Cutu kings. Thus a Banavasi stone 
inscription mentions Haritiputra Visnukada Cupi-kulananda 
Satakarni who in the twelfth year of his reign made a gift of a 
nag a, a tank and a vihara. The Mallavalli inscription refers to 
the same king Manavyasagotra Haritiputra Vignukadda Cupi- 
kulananda Satakarni who in the first year of his reign made 
the grant of a village. The king is described as the raja of the 
city of Vaijayanti. 

On the same pillar there is an inscription of an early 
Kadamba king referring to Manavya-sagotra Haritiputra 
Vaiyayantipati Sivaskandavarman who is stated to have ruled 
in the same locality. This Sivaskandavarman has been supposed 
to be a member of the Cutu dynasty which, however, seems to 
be quite unconvincing since he does not adopt title like Cutu- 
kulananda. 

According to the Puranas, the Abhiras ruled for 67 years. 1 2 
In other words, the Abhira rule continued from 248-9 A.D. to 
315-6 A.D. V.V. Mirashi, however, maintains that ‘this is abnor¬ 
mally low. Perhaps the expression sapta-shashfi Satan *= iha, stating 
the period of Abhira rule, which occurs in a manuscript of the 
Vdyu Parana , is a mistake for sapta-shashtim Satan = ch*=iha. In 
that case the Abhira rule may have lasted for 167 years or till 
415 A.C.’* In support of this view it may be pointed out that 
the Kadamba king MayuraSarman who ruled from c. 340 to 
c, 360 A.D. refers to his fight with the Abhiras and (their sub¬ 
ordinates) the Traikutakas. 

V.V. Mirashi further maintains that the Abhiras had the 
following feudatories under them 3 : 

a. the maharajas of Valkha (Vaghli) in Chalisgaon tdluka of 
East Khandesh 

1. DKA, 46 

2. Corpus, iv, xxvi 

3. ib.y xxvff 
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b. ISvararata ruling in Central Gujarat 

c. the kings of Mahi$mati 

d. the Traikutakas 

The above scheme of feudatories rests firstly on the emendation 
of 67 to 167 years for the duration of Abhira rule and also on 
the supposition that the inscriptions of the first three feudatories 
at least are dated in the Abhira or the Traikfitaka era. Other¬ 
wise, the whole account falls through. 

Epigraphic records disclose the names of following Valkha 
rulers, maharaja Svamidasa (year 67), maharaja Bhulun<ja (year 
107), maharaja Rudradasa (year 117). As these grants do not 
mention any royal genealogy but simply describe each of the 
three maharajas as paramabhatfarakapaddnudhyata it is clear that 
they were subordinate rulers but the relationship of one with 
the other is not known. 1 

I&vararata, who meditated on the feet of a lord paramount, 
‘appears to have ruled over a fairly extensive territory; for, 
among the persons to whom he addressed his order are ‘includ¬ 
ed such high officers of the state as kumdrdmatya and uparika * He 
appears to have held Central Gujarat and some portions of the 
Khandesh district. 

V.V. Mirashi’s view that the kings of Mahismatl were 
subordinates under the Abhlras will not be readily accepted by 
scholars. Two coins discovered from the region give the legend 
ratio Sagamdnamahasa (sa). Palaeographically, the coins would 
belong to the period 200-300 A.D. It has been suggested that 
Saga-Mana was a Saka or Scythian king ‘who may previously 
have been an officer or perhaps a feudatory of the Satavahanas, 
but he later on declared his independence in token of 
which he issued his own coinage. He had evidently a fairly 
extensive dominion, for he is one of the few kings of the historic 
period, to be named in the Puranas.* If we accept the reading 
of the Puranic text as amended by Mirashi Sakya-Mano — bhavad 
rdjd Mahifinaqi mahipatih then it is possible to some extent to 
agree with the view that there was really a Saka king of the 
name of Mana, though we have to admit at the same time that 
the account is hopelessly a corrupt one. 


i. Corpus , iv, xxvfF 
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Mirashi thinks that (a) Mana was ‘the founder of a dynasty 
which may have continued to flourish for some generations*; 
(b) that Saka Sridharavarman of the Kanakhera record, was 
a member of the dynasty; (c) that the Saka who submitted to 
Samudragupta, as mentioned in the Allahabad Pillar inscription, 
should be identical with this Saka dynasty of the Anupa 
country. All these are possible theories, but have yet to be 
proved. 

In C/7, iv, xxxvii ff, V.V. Mirashi maintains that Sridhara¬ 
varman, the mahadandanayaka , the son of Saka Nanda, whose 
stone inscription, recording the excavation of a well, has been 
found at Kanakhera near Sanchi in Bhopal, was a subordinate 
ruler under the Abhlras. It is maintained that the inscription 
is dated in the thirteenth year of Sridharavarman’s reign and 
also in the year 102, which being referred to the Abhlra era 

becomes equivalent to 351-52 A.D.This view, however, 

is not shared by other scholars. According to N.G. Majumdar, 
the inscription is dated in the Saka year 241 — 319 A.D. 
There was no mahdkfatrapa in the Saka dominion from A.D. 
295 to c. 340 A.D., when apparently the Saka kingdom was 
passing through some crisis. 1 Probably, taking advantage of 
this adverse situation, Sridharavarman, originally an official of 
the Saka house of Malwa, declared his independence. The 
inscription seems to be dated in his own thirteenth regnal year. 
The view of R.D. Banerjee that the regnal year refers to Jlva- 
daman’s rule can hardly be accepted, because the latter never 
ruled. Like so many other cases, Sridharavarman used his ori¬ 
ginal official or subordinate titles, even after he had assumed 
independence. 2 

Thus it is difficult to agree with the view that the Abhlras 
extended their rule to Anupa (the country round Mahismatl) 
and Akaravanti or the Malwa region. 

About the Traikufakas who are supposed to have been 
subordinates under the Abhlras we have no early records. As 
already stated, they are mentioned in the Chandravalli inscrip- 


1. Chattopadhyaya, The Sahas in\India> 85 

2. ib . 9 79 
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tion of Mayura£arman along with the Abhlras. Bhagavanlal 
Indraji propounded the theory that the Abhlras and the Trai- 
kutakas were identical. 1 But this seems to be disproved by 
their separate mention in the Kadamba record. 2 


1. ‘In recent times, R.B. Hiralal, who identified the Traikufakas with the 
Kalacuris, has expressed the view that Trikuta is identical with the 
Satpura mountain which was so called on account of its three pro¬ 
minent peaks, viz., the Amrakuta or Amarakantaka in the former 
Rewa State, Salakufa in the Balaghat district and Madhukufa in the 
Ghhindware district. (d.B.O./t./., Vol. IX, pp. 283-84) As shown 
below, the inscriptions and coins of the Traikutakas have been found 
only in South Gujarat, North Konkan and Maharashtra. Traikuta, from 
which they derived their name, cannot, therefore, be located in the 
north, east, south or centre of India, but must be looked for in the 
west. Kalidasa’s description, which, as already stated, is supported by 
a lexicon, clearly indicates that it was situated in Apar&nta or North 
Konkan*. ( Corpus , iv, xl-xli) 

2. 'Kadaxpbanam Mayuraiammana vinimmiaip 
tat&kam [Icuta] •Teku<ja-Abhira-Pallava-Puri- 

yotik-Sakastha [na]-Sayinthaka-Punda-Mokari [na]\ (Select Ins., 449) 
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Chapter X 
SOURCES 


Our chief sources for studying the history of the Vakataka 
dynasty are the following :— 

(a) the Puranas 

(b) the DaSakumaracarita of Dancjin 

(c) the charters left by the Vakataka sovereign themselves 
and their feudatories. 

A 

The Puranic account of the Vakafakas is a hopelessly con¬ 
fused one. Thus it is stated :— 

(a) ‘Then after the Kilakilas VindhyaSakti will reign. He will 
enter aftei it has known those kings 96 years.' 1 

(b) ‘Vindhyaiakti's valiant son , named Pravira , will enjoy the city 
Kahcanaka 60 years, and will sacrifice with vajapeya sacri¬ 
fices replete with choice largesse. His 4 sons will be kings'* 

The first account quoted above is given in connection with 
‘various local dynasties’ that ruled after the fall of the Andhras 
or the Satavahanas. The family name Vakataka is never men¬ 
tioned in the sacred lore. From the Ajanta inscription of Hari- 
sena, we learn that VindhyaSakti was the founder ( vamia-keta ) 
of the Vakataka dynasty. 3 We know nothing about the Kilakilas. 
The Vi$nu Purdna states that they were Yavanas, and Vindhya- 
gakti is also called a Yavana in that work, 4 though we learn 
from the inscriptions that the Vaka(akas were brahmanas of the 
Visnuvrddha gotra. From the account, K.P. Jayaswal has 
inferred that the Puranas connect Vindhyasakti with the 
Kilakila country, i.e., the region ruled over by the Kilakilas, and 
that it is the territory drained over by the river of the same 

1. DKA,12 

2. ib.y 73 

3 . Select Ins. t 425 

4 . Vifpu Pwrdna 
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name in Punna in Bundelkhand, 1 M.P. The Puranic passages in 
question have jumbled up the accounts of ten different dynasties 
that ruled after the fall of the Andhras or the Satavahanas. 8 
These dynasties did not always rule over the same kingdom. So 
the expression 4 after the Kilakilas’ may simply have reference to 
time not to territory, but this is also very doubtful in view of the 
nature of the Purartic description. The second part of the state¬ 
ment 'he (Vindhyafakti) will enter upon the earth after it has known those 
kings 96 years' is somewhat ambiguous. F.E. Pargiter remarks 
that “this seems to be the meaning, but literally, ‘he after 
having known 96 years will enter upon the earth’; but evidently 
finding that this also carries no ‘meaning’, he remarks that the 
sentence then would be ‘after having known the earth 96 years, 
he will come to his end’.” 3 

Let us now turn to h above. It has been generally taken to 
mean that here Pravira and his father Vindhya£akti are asso¬ 
ciated with the Vidisa region since this section opens with the 
line: ‘Hear also the future kings of Vidisa’. A perusal of the 
section shows that it should be divided into three parts: //. 1-6, 
speaks of the Naga kings of Vidiga; //. 7-10, the kings who will 
reign (possibly in Purika), ‘when the family of the Sungas 
ends,’ while, the last four lines of the passage describe Vindhya- 
gakti’s son Pravira who ruled in KaAcanaka. 4 This Kaftcanaka 
cannot at once be connected with the Vidisa region; in fact, it 
has not yet been identified. 

So by combining the two Puranic passages we get the follow¬ 
ing: 

Vindhyaiakti was the founder of the dynasty and he lived for 96 
years. His son was Pravira who ruled for 60 years and performed 
vdjapeya and other sacrifices . His four sons became kings . 

A critical study of the Puranic traditions in the background 
of the available epigraphs will show at once their unhistorical 
character. If Vindhyasakti lived for 96 years and then died 
evidently as a king, then it appears to be impossible that his son 
would rule for 60 years in succession. It may be noted here that 

1. K.P. Jayaswal, History of India , 66-8 

2 . infra 

3. l.c., 72, fh. 2i 
4 - «'*•» 49 - 5 ° 
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Vindhya€akti’s name is mentioned only in the Ajanta record 
among so many Vakataka epigraphs, and even there he is not 
mentioned as a king. Again, the Puranas maintain that four sons 
of Pravlra (Pravarasena) became king i.e., the Vakataka king¬ 
dom became divided into four parts after his death. The epi¬ 
graphs, on the other hand, show that the Vakataka kingdom 
became divided into two parts, and this division took place not 
after the death of Pravarasena, but possibly after the death of 
his son Sarvasena, as we shall see later on. Thus the only sober 
information that the Puranas supply is that Vindhya£akti had a 
son named Pravlra who performed many sacrifices and that 
Pravira ruled in Kaiicanaka, and not in Vidi£a or Purika as it 
has been supposed by scholars from a wrong understanding of 
the Puranic account. 

The Daiakumaracarita of Dandin is regarded as a romance 
and a didactic work ‘an attempt to teach the doctrines of the 
Nitisara in narratives of attractive character’, 1 V.V. Mirashi 
maintains that it is an important source for studying the history 
of the Vakatakas. 2 3 If Mirashi’s interpretation of the account 
be accepted, then we get in it reference to a Vakataka king, 
not mentioned in the epigraphic records, who ruled after 
Hari§ena. 

The charters left by the Vakataka emperors themselves and 
their feudatories are the most important source for the history 
of the dynasty. In case of the feudatories, however, we are 
often in difficulty, for as it has been observed, the Vakatakas ‘do 
not seem to have insisted on their feudatories specially men¬ 
tioning their suzerainty in records’, 2 and we are often left 
to guesswork on the basis of other evidences. Only in a few 
cases, this suzerainty is specifically noted, e.g., the Nachna-ki- 
talai and the Ganj inscriptions which mention prince Vyaghra- 
deva as meditating on the feet of the Vakataka Prthivlsena’, 
and Bamhani plates of Pandava king Bharatabala which in¬ 
directly refer to Narendrasena. 4 


1. A.B. Keith, History of Sanskrit Literature , 299 

2. ABORly xxvi, 20-31 

3. Ep Ind ,, xxiii, 173 

4. ib . 9 xxvii, 137 
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In conclusion, wc may refer to the views of K.P. Jayaswal 
who has attributed the coins bearing the legend Pravarasenasya 
with the date 76, (?) and another having the legend Rudra , 
and the date 100, (?) to the Vakatakas. According to him, the 
dates refer to the Kalacuri-Cedi era which was started by the 
Vakatakas in the year 248. 1 The view has already been 
refuted by A.S. Altekar who pointed out that the legend read 
by Jayaswal as Pravarasena is Virasena, while the symbols 
taken as 76 are really the branches of a tree in railing. Again, 
what has been read as Rudra is only a iriratna symbol and the 
date 100 a o wastika. 2 M.G. Pai advocates that the Kalacuri- 
Cedi era was started by the Vakataka king Pravasena I in 248 
A.D. to mark the assumption of his title of samrdf , after his 
agvamedha sacrifice. 3 We have already seen that the era was 
started by the Abhiras. 

Original Home 

As already stated, scholars have generally sought for the 
original home of the dynasty on the north of the Vindhya in 
Vidi£a or the adjoining regions on a wrong understanding of the 
Puranic account regarding VindhyaSakti and Pravira [supra ). 
Attempts have again been made to confirm this misconception 
by other evidences of doubtful character. Thus K.P. Jayaswal 
maintains that Bundelkhand was the original home of the 
dynasty, and makes the following suggestions in support of his 
theory : — 

(a) there is a village called Bajaur—Bagat in Bundelkhand, 
and Bagat is to be connected with the name Vakataka. 

(b) a pillar at Durcha, four miles south of Jaso in Bundel¬ 
khand, bears the inscription Vakafakandm. 

(c) an inscription of Vyaghradeva, a feudatory of the Vaka¬ 
taka king Prthivisena, has been found at Nachna which 
is in Bundelkhand, 4 and this Nachna should be identified 
with Chanakd where Pravira ruled according to the 
Puranas. 5 

1. l.c ., saff, io8ff 

2. JNSIy v, i3off 

3. JIH, xiv, i84ff 

4. Corpus , iii, 234ff 

5. K.P. Jayaswal, l.c,, 66-8 & App. A 
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It is really difficult to accept any of the above arguments. 
There is nothing but only phonetic semblance between Bagat 
and Vakataka, while what has been read as Vaka^akanam is 
really Vahkattrikanam , ‘which cannot be interpreted*. (A.S. 
Altekar) As we shall see later on, Bundelkhand region was 
conquered by Prthivlsena I, and then Vyaghradeva became 
his vassal. Further the reading of the Puranas is clearly Kafica- 
naka, as the name of the capital of Pravira, which Jayaswal 
emends as Cananka. Even if we accept it, then it can hardly 
be identified with Nachna, for as A.S. Altekar says, ‘how can 
we explain the presence of a feudatory ruler at the same place 
as his sovereign ? n 

There is no definite evidence that the Vakajakas were of 
northern origin. Hence it is difficult to agree with V.A. Smith 
when he states that ‘if Vindhya£akti and Pravarasena are the 
same person as VindhyaSakti and Pravira of the Puranas, the 
origin of the family might be sought somewhere in the area 
now known as Central India (M.P.)*. 2 On the other hand, 
we meet for the first time with the name Vakataka in an 
inscription on a pillar at Amaravati. There it is the name of a 
person and no definite conclusion can be drawn from it 
regarding the original home of the tribe; but at the same time 
it is not possibly without significance that the first mention of 
the name comes from South India. It should further be noted 
in this connection that all the charters, excepting one, of the 
dynasty have been found in the region lying to the south of the 
Vindhya, and that one also—the Indore plates of Pravarasena II s 
—might have been carried to the place, as assumed by 
V.V. Mirashi, who observes that ‘these plates were found in 
the collection of the late Pandit Vamanasastri Islampurkar. 
It is well-known that the Pandit was engaged in collecting 
old Sanskrit manuscripts and historical records from different 
parts of the country. I have shown elsewhere that the two 
other grants found in his collection at Indore were originally 
from Khandesh and the places mentioned in them can also be 
located in Khandesh. As all other copper-plate grants of the 

i. EHDy ed. G. Yazdani, 154 
a. JRAS 1914, 339 
3. Ep Ind. f xxiv, 528* 
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Vakatakas discovered so far originaliy came from Vidarbha, 
the Indore copper-plate grant also, in all probability, belongs 
to the same part of the country. None of the places mentioned 
in it have been located in North India.’ (C//, V, XIII). Even 
if Indore be considered to be the original site of the record, it 
cannot go against the South Indian origin theory of the 
Vakatakas, for as we have already indicated, Prthivlsena I 
appears to have conquered a portion of the Madhya Pradesh 
region, which may thus have formed a part of the empire of 
Pravarasena II. It should, however, be noted in this connec¬ 
tion, that immediately after Prthivlsena I the M.P. region 
passed under the rule of the Gupta Maharajadhiraja Candra- 
gupta II. 

While writing on the Basim plates of Vindhyasakti II, V.V. 
Mirashi made the following interesting observations :— 

(a) there are several Prakrit technical terms common to this 
plate and the Hirahadagalli and the Mayidavalu plates 
of the Pallava king Sivaskandavarman; 

(b) the titles Harltlputra and Dharmamaharaja given to 
Pravarasena I, Sarvasena and Vindhyasakti II in the 
above grant are on a par with the use of such titles in 
the grants of the early southern dynasties like the Cufus, 
Pallavas, Kadambas and the early Calukyas. 1 

It has further been pointed out that ‘the patronage that the 
Vakatakas extended to a ministerial family of South India for 
several generations may also indicate their southern origin. 
This family was named Vallura after the village Vallura in 
the southern region which was its original place of residence. 
This place has not yet been definitely identified, but it may 
be the same as modern Velur, which lies 30 miles north by 
east of Hyderabad in the Yelgandal district of the former 
Hyderabad state.’ (C//, VXVf). 

In view of the above discussions we may possibly infer that 
the Vakatakas were of southern origin and their homeland 
might have been in the Vidarbha country. From this base they 
expanded towards the north and west and brought a portion 
of the Madhya Pradesh region also under their control. G. 
J-Dubreuil has very aptly observed, ‘When trying to compile 
i. Ep.Ind., xxvi, 1378* 



SOURCES 


143 


the ancient history of the Deccan, I have come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the Vakatakas must be classed among the dynasties 
of the Deccan; and what is more, I can affirm that of all the 
dynasties of the Deccan that have reigned from the III to the 
VI century, the most glorious, the most important, the one that 
must be given the place of honour, the one that has excelled all 
others, the one that has had the greatest influence on the 
civilisation of the whole of the Deccan, is unquestionably the 
illustrious dynasty of the Vakatakas.” 1 

V.V. Mirashi has observed : ‘The Vakatakas were one of 
the most glorious dynasties that flourished in South India in 
ancient times. Their empire at one time extended from Malwa 
and Gujarat in the north to the Turigabhadra in the south 
and from the Arabian Sea to the west to the Bay of Bengal in 
the east. They were great patrons of literature. The liberal 
patronage they gave to Sanskrit and Prakrit poets soon brought 
the Vaidarbhi and VachchSmI ritis into prominence and 
induced great poets like Kalidasa to adopt them for their works. 
They themselves composed Kdvyas and subhashitas which have 
evoked praise from famous poets and rhetoricians like Bana and 
Dan<jhn, Kuntaka and Hemachandra. The temples they erect¬ 
ed are no longer in existence, but the sculptures found in 
their ruins have attracted the notice of art-critics, who rank 
them among the best specimens of ancient times. The magni¬ 
ficent vihdra and chaitya caves which their ministers and feuda¬ 
tories excavated out of solid rock at Ajanta and GulwaqLa still 
excite the admiration of the world.’ (C/7, v, i) 

Our inference regarding the original home of the Vakatakas 
is confirmed to some extent by the evidence of the Sassanid 
Paikuli inscription. It mentions the Abhiras and the ksatrapas 
of Malwa as subordinates under the then ruler of Iran, but is 
absolutely silent about the Vakatakas. Had Indore or Vidiga 
been the home of the dynasty, we may expect that they would 
have been brought under the Sassanid yoke and mentioned in 
that epigraph. In fact, the Vakataka expansion began from 
south towards the north and not vice versa . 

It may of course be pointed out that the Paikuli inscription 
has got no direct bearing on the evidence of the early home of 
i. AHD, 71 
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the Vakatakas, since it does not preclude the existence of the 
dynasty in the eastern Madhya Pradesh region. But still we 
may use it as an indirect evidence corroborating other sources 
of information. We have to bring in the evidence since it has 
been supposed that Vindhyagakti and Pravlra ruled not far 
from Vidiia, modem Besnagar near Bhilsa. Such a wrong 
idea arose from a misunderstanding of the Puranic account 
quoted before and herein the Paikuli record comes to our help. 


Genealogy and chronology of the Vakafakas 

The genealogy and chronology of the Vaka(akas are still in 
a very unsettled state. R.C. Majumdar has presented us with 
the following table i 1 


Vindhya£akti I 
(250 A.D.) 

(Main Branch) Pravarasena I 

(270 A.D.) 


(Gautamiputra) 


Rudrasena I 
(330 A.D.) 


Prthivisena I 


(Basim Branch) 


Sarvasena 
(330 A.D.) 

Vindhyasena or 
Vindhyagakti II 
(350 A.D.) 

Pravarasena II 


(375 A.D.) 

Rudrasena II 
(400 A.D.) 


Divakarasena Damodarasena Pravarasena 
(420 A.D.) (435 A.D.) (450 A.D.) 

Narendrasena 
(480 A.D.) 


(390 A.D.) 

Son, name lost 
(410 A.D,) 


II Devasena 
(450 AJD.) 

Hari§ena 
(475 A.D.) 


i. JRASB (X), «i, 1-5 


Prthivisena 
(505 A.D.) 
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V.V. Mirashi rejects the table of R.C. Majumdar and 
suggests the following one in its place i 1 


Main Branch 

VindhyaSakti 
(250 A.D.) 

1 

Pravarasena I 
(270 A.D.) 

' 1 

1 

Basim Branch 

1 

(Gautamiputra) 


S»vJ. a 



(330 A.D.) 

1 

Rudrasena I 


1 

Vindhyasena 

(330 A.D.) 


(355 A.D.) 

| 

Prthivisena I 


| 

Pravarasena II 

(350 A.D.) 

1 


(400 A.D.) 

1 

Rudrasena II 


| 

Son (unnamed) 

(400 A.D.) 

1 

1 


(410 A.D.) 

Divakarasena 

Pravarasena II 

Devasena 

(405 A.D.) 

(420 A.D.) 

(450 A.D.) 


1 

Narendrasena 

1 

Hari$ena 


(450 A.D.) 

(475 A.D.) 


| 

Prthivisena 

i 

Son (Name unknown] 


(470 A.D.) 

(500 A.D.) 


Genealogy 

We have to enquire at the outset how many sons did Rudra- 
sena II leave after his death. The Poona C.P. inscription of 
Prabhavatl Gupta 1 2 describes her as the daughter of the Gupta 
king Candragupta, son of Samudragupta, and as the chief queen 
of the Vakataka maharaja Sri Rudrasena and as the mother 
of yuvardja (crown prince) Divakarasena. The inscription on the 


1. /#&, sriv, 148-55 

2. Eplnd.y xv, 3off 
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seal of the record shows that the charter was issued in the 
thirteenth year of her regency. This shows that at the time of 
the epigraph king Rudrasena was dead and Prabhavati Gupta 
was acting as the regent of her minor son Divakarasena, who 
was, however, not less than thirteen years of age. The Rithpur 
C.P. inscription 1 of Prabhavati Gupta of the nineteenth regnal 

year of Pravarasena II, on the other hand, describes her. 

as ‘ Vakafakdndm maharaja Sri-Ddmodarasena-Pravarasena-jananV 
and as ‘ sagra-varfa-Iata-divaputra-pautra .* It has been main¬ 
tained that diva is a mistake for jtva. 2 It means that Prabhavati 
Gupta lived for hundred years at the time of the execution of 
the epigraph and she was jiva-putra-pautrd at that time. 

V.V. Mirashi, however, gives an entirely different inter¬ 
pretation of the line observing that the expression diva-putra- 
pautra means ‘having living sons and grandsons.’ ‘Similar expres¬ 
sions jiva-sutd or jiva-putrd occur in the Rgveda, the Mahdbhdrata 
and the Rdmdyana as well as in some old inscriptions. To have 
living sons and grandsons is regarded as a sign of good for¬ 
tune and is therefore often mentioned in the description of 
women. The preceding expression s-agra-varsha-£ata indicating 
long life must evidently be connected with jiva . The expres¬ 
sion, therefore, refers to the long life of the sons and grandsons 
of Prabhavati and not to her own. Besides, to a widow like 
Prabhavati Gupta a long life of a hundred years is most distaste¬ 
ful. No Indian widow is likely to boast of it in her own 
record. The long life mentioned in the expression must there¬ 
fore be taken to refer to that of the sons and grandsons of 
Prabhavati. The expression cannot, of course, be taken literally, 
but must be interpreted like the epithets dirghdyuh or dyushmat 
applied to small children. The intention in such cases is to 
express the wish that they would be long-lived. The expression 
therefore means “who has sons and grandsons who (it is hoped) 
will live for a full hundred years.” * (C/7, v, 34-5) 

All such criticisms and interpretations hinge on the term 
jivaputrapautra. The record, as it stands, contains the expression 
diva meaning heaven . Can we change it to jiva, which would 
show that all the sons and grandsons of Prabhavati Gupta 

1. Select Ins ., 415ff 

2. fA.,416, fo. 8 
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were living at the time of the execution of the epigraph ? R.C. 
Majumdar’s chart shows that two of her sons were already 
dead, while according to Mirashi’s account the number would 
be one. The plate was issued from the holy place of Ramagiri 
where evidently the dowager queen’s mind was filled with 
grief and emotion. Here we may scent rather the funeral oration 
of a lamenting lady. In this background R.C. Majumdar’s 
division of the expression into two parts sagravarsasata, as 
referring to Prabhavatl Gupta herself, meaning, who was full 
hundred years of age, seems to be more reasonable. In that 
case, the other expression divaputrapautrd would mean one whose 
few sons and grandsons were already dead. 

We should now study the Poona plates in the background 
of the above accounts : 

(a) The non-mention of Divakarasena together with the 
description of Prabhavatl as sagravarjafata divaputrapautrd shows 
that he was already dead at the time of the execution of the 
epigraph. 

(b) The description of the dowager queen as maharajaSri 
Ddmodarasena-Praoarasena-janani has caused some difficulty with 
scholars. Two different theories have been put forward : first, 
that Damodarasena and Pravarasena were one and the same 
person and, secondly , that actually Damodarasena was dead at 
the time of the execution of the epigraph and the epithet 
maharaja is added before his name to show that he also ascend¬ 
ed the throne and was ultimately succeeded by his younger 
brother, Pravarasena II. 

R.C. Majumdar has pointed out the defect of the first 
theory on two grounds : first , ‘in that case it would be some¬ 
what unusual to mention the two names together’; secondly , 
‘as noted above Prabhavatl Gupta was more than hundred 
years old in the nineteenth year of Pravarasena II. If this king 
had ascended the throne immediately after he had become 
a major, as his identification with Damodarasena would 
imply, then he would have been forty years of age at the time 
of the Rithpur grant. As his mother was more than 100 years 
old, she must have been more than sixty when Damodarasena 
alias Pravarasena was born. This must be regarded as very 
unusual.’ 1 Thus wc cannot accept the theory of A.S. Altekar 
i. JRAbB (L), xii, 3 
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that ‘Divakarasena died while yet a minor, that his younger 
brother Damodarasena, another minor succeeded him and 
that Prabhavati continued to be the regent till the latter came 
of age and assumed full power of administration under the name 
of Pravarasena II. 1 

So on the basis of the above accounts we can draw the 
following conclusions : — 

1. After the death of Rudrasena II, Prabhavati Gupta 
became the regent of her minor son Divakarasena. This 
regency lasted at least for 13 years, and then Divakarasena 
died and his brother Damodarasena succeeded him. 

2. When Prabhavati Gupta was nearly 100 years of age, both 
her sons Damodarasena and Pravarasena had been alive. 
R.C. Majumdar’s table seems to indicate that Pravarasena 
began his rule after the death of Damodarasena. The 
Rithpur G.P. is dated in the 19th year of Pravarasena, 
and as in /. 10 of the record the name of Damodarasena 
is preceded by the word maharaja the natural inference is 
that there was a partition of the Vfikafaka empire between 
the two brothers. The land granted evidently fell within 
the kingdom of Pravarasena and hence his regnal year 
has been mentioned in the record. 

We now turn to the Vatsagulma or Basim branch. The above 
genealogy possibly needs some modifications in two respects. First, 
according to the Basim record, Sarvasena, the first king of the 
branch was succeeded by his son VindhyaSakti or Vindhyasena. 
In the Ajanta inscription of the time of Harisena, however, the 
name of the son of Sarvasena is read as Prthivisena by G. Biihler, 
while V.V. Mirashi reads the name as VindhyaSakti. G. Biihler’s 
reading seems to be the correct one. 2 If this view be accepted 
then it naturally appears that Sarvasena had two sons, Vindhya- 
Sakti and Prthivisena, and both of them became kings, evidently 
one after the other. 

Secondly, from a study of the DaJakumdracarita as already 
stated, V.V. Mirashi points out that Harisena left a son who 
evidently succeeded him. 3 Harisena left a vast empire, as we 

1. Lc., cf. EHD y ed. G. Yazdani, 177; WHIP, vi, 104 

2. Select Ins ., 427, fh. 

3. ABORI , xxv, 20 ff 
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shall see later on, and the dynasty did not come to an end 
with his death. 

Before we turn to the vexed problem of chronology we may 
note two broad facts about the dynasty : 

1. Both Sarvasena of the Basim branch and Rudrasena of 
the main branch have been assigned to 330 A.D.; in 
other words, both of them became king at the same 
time. It is not unlikely that Pravarasena I was succeed¬ 
ed by his youngest son Sarvasena, because his eldest 
son Gautamiputra died during his lifetime. The question 
now arises, whether according to the law of primogeni¬ 
ture Rudrasena could legally succeed Pravarasena I. 
The Mitak§ara on Yajnavalkya states that a son gets 
right to his father’s property as soon as he is born. 
But Mitaksara is later than 4th century A.D. Manu, 
on the other hand, seems to indicate that a son could 
get a right to property after the death of his father 
only (ix. 104). So Gautamiputra had not the privilege 
of getting any right to the property of Pravarasena I 
and hence his son Rudrasena, strictly speaking, had no 
claim to the throne. So after the death of Pravarasena I, 
Sarvasena evidently became king and during his time 
the Vakajaka kingdom had not evidently been parti¬ 
tioned. [infra) When Sarvasena’s son Prthivlsena I 
or Vindhyasena became king, Rudrasena of the main 
branch, son of Gautamiputra, challenged the authority 
of his cousin Prthivlsena or Vindhyasena and with the 
help of his maternal relatives, the Bhara£ivas, partition¬ 
ed the Vakataka kingdom and forced him to the Basim 
region. 

2. R.C. Majumdar thinks that ‘Narendrasena of the main 
branch and Harisena of the Basim branch were both 
sixth in descent from Pravarasena I. As such they 
may be regarded as contemporaries or very nearly so.’ 1 
V.V. Mirashi, however, objects to this view: ‘We cannot 
however be certain about the contemporaneity of princes 
by counting generations, as the reign-periods of kings 


i. l.c ., 4 
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vary greatly. Besides, Narendrasena was sixth in descent 
from Pravarasena I, one of his ancestors, viz., Gautami- 
putra did not reign. Narendrasena was therefore pro¬ 
bably a contemporary of Devasena. Consequently, 
Prthivisena and Hari§ena may have ruled in the same 
period.’ 1 A critical study of the available records, how¬ 
ever, shows that R.C. Majumdar’s view is the correct 
one. We shall see later on that Narendrasena ruled 
from 475 to 500 A.D., while Harisena from 480 to 505 
A.D , and thus they were contemporaries. 

Chronology 

The Main Branch —Epigraphic records prove beyond doubt 
that Rudrasena II, the fifth king of the main line married 
Prabhavati Gupta, the daughter of the Gupta king Candra- 
guptall, who ruled from c. 375 A.D. to 414 A.D. Thus the 
two rulers were contemporaries at least for some time. On the 
basis of this contemporaneity R.C. Majumdar has made two 
interesting observations :— 

(a) ‘We can hardly believe, in the absence of clear and 
positive evidence, that Candragupta II was more 
than 40 in 375 A.D. (the year of his accession) for he 
ruled till 413 A.D., and personally carried on military 
expeditions in Western India about 400 A.D. Even 
if we regard his age as 40 when he ascended the 
throne, he would have led an active military life at 65 
and ruled till 78. The probability therefore is that he 
ascended the throne at about 30 and his daughter 
Prabhavati was born about 365 A.D.’ 2 

(b) Prabhavati Gupta did not become a widow till after 
the death of her father Candragupta. The period of 
her regency could not be earlier than 417 to 436 A.D. 3 

The first theory is a very reasonable one and we may hold 
that the date of the Rithpur plates, which were issued when 


i. lHQ,xxiv, i^3 

a. /.*., 3 

3- »*>> 2 
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Prabhavati was 100 years of age, as we have already seen, 
would approximately be 465 A.D. 

There may, however, be some difficulty in accepting the 
second theory. Candragupta II’s conquest of the Sakas must 
have been achieved in the first decade of the 5th century, and 
V.A. Smith has very aptly observed that in this Saka-Gupta 
struggle, the Vakatakas held a position of strategic importance 
and a Vakafaka king ‘could be of much service or disservice 
to the northern invaders of the dominions of the Saka satrap 
of Gujarat and Surastra.* 1 The Udayagiri cave inscription of 
401 A.D. shows that Candragupta II made elaborate prepara¬ 
tion for this campaign and he also must have taken the 
Vakataka factor under consideration. It is therefore very likely 
that this campaign which came to a successful close not earlier 
than 410 A.D., was carried on when the Vakajaka kingdom 
was under the control of his daughter. This seems to show 
that the regency of Prabhavati Gupta continued in the first 
one and half decade of the 5th century. It may, of course, be 
argued that the campaign against the Sakas might have been 
carried during the time of Rudrasena II who was the son-in- 
law of Candragupta II and who was under a certain amount 
of Gupta influence as proved by his acceptance of Vaisnavism 
in preference to Saivism which was the religion of his ancestors. 
We shall see later on that this Gupta-Vakafaka matrimonial 
alliance was concluded to check the hostilities between the 
two families and Candragupta II could hardly be sure of the 
Vakafaka factor until her daughter came to power. 

On the basis of the above discussions we may tentatively 
come to the following dates with a margin of few years :— 
c. 390-400 A.D. —Reign of Rudrasena II: the short reign 
of the monarch is evidenced by the fact 
that he left minor sons. 

c. 400 A.D.-415 A.D. —Regency of Prabhavati Gupta 
c. 465 A.D. —The 19th regnal year of Pravarasena 

II. The kingdom was therefore partitioned 
between the two brothers Damodarasena 
and Pravarasena in c. 446 A.D. 


i. JRAS , 1914, 324 
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We have already seen that the Poona C.P. inscription of 
Prabhavatl Gupta was issued in the 13 th year of her regency 
when her son Divakarasena, it has been held, was possibly 5 or 
6 years of age. 1 R.C. Majumdar has pointed out that princes 
attained majority in ancient India generally at the age of 21. 
It may then be assumed that Prabhavati’s regency ended about 
415 A.D., when Divakarasena ascended the throne. D.C. Sircar, 
on the other hand, quotes several sastric injunctions to show 
that in ancient India majority was attained at the age of 16 
and then observes : ‘If Divakarasena was the eldest of the 
three sons (Divakarasena, Damodarasena and Pravarasena II, 
there being no reason to believe that two of the three names 
indicated a single individual) of the Vakataka king Rudra- 
sena II, as he seems to have been, it is not unnatural to 
believe that he was at least about five years old, when his 
father died. Consequently, it is probable that he had already 
attained majority before the time when the Poona grant was 
issued about 13 years after the death of his father. This would 
suggest that the cause of Divakarasena not being installed 
as maharaja even as late as the 13th year of his yauvarajya was 
probably something other than his minority. It may have been 
due to his mother’s love of power, or to some defect or defor¬ 
mity of the prince, or to some unknown political problem.’ 2 

If we accept the above view it would be difficult for us to 
determine the time when Divakarasena ascended the throne. 
But there is no difficulty in assuming that Pravarasena II 
became king in 446 A.D. and the Vakataka kingdom was 
partitioned about that time. 

Rudrasena II’s father Prthivisena I evidently enjoyed a 
fairly long reign as in the Vakataka records he is described as 
being surrounded by sons and grandsons. V.V. Mirashi attri¬ 
butes to him a reign of 50 years. 

As already stated all the Vakataka records while speaking 
of Prthivisena categorically asserts that the military and the 
fiscal power of the dynasty had been continuing steadily to 
increase and prosper for about a hundred years at the time of 
his rule. This shows that the Vakataka dynasty came to power 

i. IHQ,xx iv, i*>i -2 
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about 265 A.D. The question now arises how we should divide 
these 100 years among the predecessors of Pfthivisena I. It may 
be noted in this connection that the Vakataka records of the 
main line which speak of these 100 years with reference to 
Rudrasena I never mention the name of Vindhyasakti. Accord¬ 
ing to these records the line starts with Pravarasena I. So the 
beginning of this ‘100 years’ should synchronize with the acces¬ 
sion of Pravarasena I on the throne. In this connection we 
may note again the following Puranic account regarding 
Pravarasena I and his father Vindhyasakti : 

(a) That Vindhyasakti ‘after having known 96 years will 
enter upon the earth’. 

(b) That Pravarasena I ‘will reign for 60 years.’ 1 

It is really difficult to determine what is exactly meant 
regarding Vindhyasakti I in the above statement. He certainly 
could not have ruled for 96 years which is by itself impossible. 
If it means that he lived for 96 years and if at the same time 
we believe in the Puranic statement that Pravarasena I ruled 
for 60 years then we have to assume that Pravarasena I became 
a king during the lifetime of his father who never ascended 
the throne. In the Ajanta record, Vindhyasakti is described 
as vatfiSaketu and equal in prowess to Purandara and Upendra 
but he is never given any royal title, raja or maharaja. The 
statement svavdhuvirydrijitasarvaloka by itself carries hardly any 
meaning besides showing that he was a powerful man. In the 
face of all these evidences it is quite apparent that Pravarasena I 
was the first independent king of the dynasty and he came to 
the throne about 265 A.D., while his father Vindhyasakti has 
been in all probability a subordinate ruler of some importance. 

In this connection we should note another fact ignored by 
many previous writers. When Pravarasena died about 325 A.D. 
he was succeeded very naturally by his son Sarvasena, his eldest 
son Gautamiputra having predeceased him. Sarvasena appears 
to have been much older than Rudrasena I, his nephew, and 
there was evidently no partition of the empire during his life¬ 
time. It was evidently after his death when his successor came 
to the throne that Rudrasena I rose in revolt and the empire 


i. DKA, 48 & 72 
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was partitioned, (supra) Thus the 100 years before PrthivI- 
sena I may be divided as follows :— 

Pravarasena I —60 years (265-325 A.D.) 

Sarvasena —15 years (325-340 A.D.) 

Rudrasena I —25 years (340-365 A.D.) 

As Pravarasena I ruled for 60 years his son naturally appears 
to have a short reign. The division of the two houses took place 
thus between 340 and 365 A.D. 

Let us now turn to Pravarasena II of the main line and his 
successors. We have already seen that in c. 445 A.D. he came 
to the throne while his charters range from the years 2 to 27. 
So his reign-period would cover c. 445 A.D. to 475 A.D. His 
son Narendrasena and grandson Prthivisena II may each be 
allotted 25 years in the absence of other evidences. 

The Basim Branch —Sarvasena died c. 340 A.D. He left two sons 
Prthivisena and Vindhyasakti II. The Basim plate of Vindhya¬ 
sakti II is dated in his 37th regnal year. He therefore appears to 
have ruled for 40 years if not more and in that case Prthivi¬ 
sena, evidently his elder brother might not have ruled for more 
than 15 years. In determining the chronology of the successors 
of Vindhyasakti II we shall follow the maxim set forth by R.C. 
Majumdar: ‘In all cases where nothing definite is known, we 
should proceed on the basis of a reasonable and probable 
state of things’, with two observations of our own:— 

(a) Vindhyasakti IPs grandson ascended the throne when 
he was a boy of mere 8 and so we can accept a period 
of 48 years of reign in his case as assumed by Majumdar 
and Mirashi. 

(b) In the Chikkulia plates Vikramendravarman I, son 
of Madhavavarman I, is called Vifnukuridi-Vakata-variiSa - 
dvay-alankrta-janma. 1 Vakaja is evidently the same as 
Vaka(aka and the statement shows that Madhava¬ 
varman I had a Vakanaka princess as his wife. Accord¬ 
ing to V.A. Smith the Vakataka father-in-law of 
Madhavavarman Visnukun<Jin was king Harisena, 2 
the last king of the Basim branch mentioned in the 
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epigraphic records, and this view has been accepted by 
almost all the later writers. D.C. Sircar thinks that 
Madhavavarman I ruled from c. 535-585 A.D. while 
according to K. Gopalachari the period is 553-593 A.D., 
and according to M. Rama Rao 525-575 A.D. 1 We 
shall see later on that Gopalachari’s view cannot be 
accepted. Madhavavarman I possibly began his reign 
about 530 A.D. He ruled for a period of nearly 50 years 
and thus when he ascended the throne he could not 
have been more than 30. According to the scheme of 
chronology, we have adopted here Harifena cannot be 
dragged down beyond 505 A.D. R.C. Majumdar thinks 
that Harisena became king in 475 A.D. V.V. Mirashi’s 
view on this point is somewhat self-contradictory. In 
1HQ, xxiv, p. 155 and Ep. Ind ., xxvii, p. 315, Mirashi 
accepts Majumdar’s date, while in Ep. Ind., xxii, p. 22, 
the same scholar says : ‘the reign of Harisena, the last 
known Vakataka king came to an end about 530 A.D.\ 
In his Corpus v, he again adopts the date 475-500 A.D. As 
we have already seen from the evidence of the Data - 
kumdracarita it appears that Harisena left a son who might 
have been the father-in-law of the Visnukun^in king 
Madhavavarman I. 


i. JW,xl, 380 
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On the basis of the above discussions, the Vakataka genea 
logy and chronology may be stated as follows : 

(VindhyaSakti) (1) 

Pravarasena I (2) 

(265-325 A.D.) 


(Gautamiputra) (4) Sarvasena (3) 

(325-340 A.D.) 


Rudrasena I Prthivlsena I (5) Vindhyasena 

(340-365 A.D.) (340-355 A.D.) or 

Vindhya£akti II 
(355-395 A.D.) 

Pj-thivisena II | 

(365-390 A.D.) \ 

Pravarasena I 

Rudrasena II (395-415 A.D.) 

(390-400 A.D.) —Prabhavatl Gupta I 

| (Regency—400-415 A.D.) | 

Son (name lost) (6) 
(415-455 A.D.) 

Divakarasena (7) Pravarasena II & Devasena 

(acc. 415 A.D.) Damodarasena ( ?) (455-480 A.D.) 

(445-475 A.D.) 

Narendrasena Harisena 

(475-500 A.D.) (480-505 A.D.) 




Prthivlsena II (?) Son (505- ) (8) 
(500-525 A.D.) 



NOTES 


1. According to the epigraphic records of the main branch, the hundred 
yean before the time of P^thivlsena I when the V&k&taka rule is 
supposed to have begun, as we have already seen, does not indude 
the period of Vindhyaiakti. It is really doubtful whether he ever 
assumed any independent status. The Pur&nic account here is hope¬ 
lessly corrupt and is often contradicted by epigraphic evidences. 

2. As already indicated, the Pur&nas attribute to him a long reign of 60 
yean which may only indicate that he ruled for a long period. In 
the absence of any other evidence, we have no other alternative but to 
take the statement only tentatively. 

3. He should be induded within ‘the period of hundred yean’ before 
Prthivisena I, and the partition of the empire evidently took place 
during the time of his successor. As bis father ruled for a very long 
period, his reign period naturally was short. 

4. Gautamlputra died before his father and did not reign. 

5. As bis younger brother ruled for nearly 40 years, his reign period 
appears to have been short. The Basim plate of his brother is dated in 
37th regnal year. 

6. As this prince ascended the throne at the age of eight only, he evident¬ 
ly had a long reign. 

7. The dates of Div&karasena and Pravarasena II have already been 
discussed. 

8. From a critical study of the DaJakum&racarita, V.V. Mirashi concluded 
that Harifena left a son who came to the throne. We shall discuss this 
topic later on. 



Chapter XI 


POLITICAL HISTORY 

On the basis of the Puranic accounts noted above, 1 Vindhya- 
sakti I has been considered to be the founder of the dynasty. 
The Ajanta inscription of Harisena no doubt calls him 
vcafiiaketu but does not adore him with any royal title. He was 
possibly a subordinate ruler though described as equal to 
Purandara and Upendra in power and as the conqueror of the 
earth by his valour—vague descriptions practically carrying 
no significant meaning. In the epigraph, he is described as a 
brahmin of Vifnu-vrddha-gotra . 2 3 

VindhyaSakti I was succeeded by Pravarasena I (265-325 
A.D.) the first independent king of the dynasty. He possibly put 
an end to the rule of the later Satavahanas in the Vidarbha 
region. In the Vakafaka records, he is given the title of 
maharaja and samrdt and is credited with the performance of 
four atvamedhasy vdjapeya , sixteen atirdtra and other Vedic sacri¬ 
fices. He evidently undertook extensive military conquests 
which earned for him and his dynasty an important position 
among the royal families of South India. A.S. Altekar makes 
two sweeping statements regarding this monarch that need con¬ 
sideration :— 

(a) c In his father’s time his principality consisted of a few 
districts in the western Madhya Pradesh and in Berar. 
At the end of his career the Vakataka empire included 
the whole of the Madhya Pradesh and Berar, Malwa, 
Northern Maharashtra, a considerable portion of the 
modern Hyderabad (State) and portions of (South) 
Ko£ala or Chhattisgarh.’ 8 


i, For the Pur&nic account, supra 

a. A.S. Altekar thinks that Vindhyaiakd is a biruda , the real name of the 
king being something else. He adopted it when his power extended up 
to the Vindhyas. 

3. EHDy ed. G. Yazdani, 159 
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(b) ‘The patrimony which Pravarasena had inherited in¬ 
cluded only a few districts; he expanded it into an 
empire which covered practically the whole of the 
Deccan between the rivers Narmada and Krishna. The 
northern Maharashtra, Berar, the Madhya Pradesh and 
Hyderabad (State) were certainly included in his em¬ 
pire. His sphere of influence extended over Malwa and 
Gujarat, AndhradeSa and Southern KoSala.* 1 
Pravarasena I was no doubt a great king but it is very 
doubtful whether his kingdom was such an extensive one. 

It is contended by several scholars that the Saka satraps 
of Malwa and Gujarat acknowledged his supremacy. A study 
of the ksatrapa coins shows that there was no mahaksatrapa in 
the §aka realm from A.D. 295 to c. 340 A.D. Thus during 
this period the Sakas evidently acknowledged the supremacy 
of some other power. E. J. Rapson points out that the Sassa- 
nids of Iran extended their sway over India while the Paikuli 
inscriptions mention the chiefs of Paradan (Paradas), Makuran 
(Makran), the Abhiras and the ksatrapas of Avanti [Avandi- 
kanxvat(a) vya] as vassals under Varhran III. It is difficult 
to believe that this Sassanid lordship over the satraps continued 
for long and there must have been other factors that prevented 
the revival of the office of mahaksatrapa. Altekar thinks that 
after 340 A.D. the Scythians acknowledged the suzerainty of 
Pravarasena. But of this there is absolutely no proof. The big 
hoard of 633 ksatrapa coins found at Ghhindwada district of 
Madhya Pradesh has been supposed to be tribute paid by the 
Scythians to Pravarasena I. It is very doubtful whether the 
district was included within the empire of Pravarasena at all. 

From the tradition recorded in the Sriiailasthalamdhdtmya 
that ‘the princess Candravati, a daughter of the Gupta king 
Candragupta conceived a passion for the God on the Sri- 
saila hill and began offering everyday a garland of jasmine (mal- 
lika) flowers to him,’ it has been inferred that the Vakafaka 
territory in the east extended round about the mouths of the 
Krishna; i.e., AndhradeSa was conquered by Pravarasena I. We 
know that Prabhavatl Gupta, the daughter of the Gupta 
monarch, was married to Rudrasena II, fifth in descent from 
i. EHD, ed. G. Yazdani, 161 
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Pravarasena I. Even if we identify Candravat! with Prabhavatl 
Gupta there is no reason to assume that AndhradeSa came 
under the influence of the first Vakataka emperor. The histori¬ 
cal value of the Srttailasthalamahdtmya is very doubtful. Prabha¬ 
vatl Gupta was a staunch follower of the Vaisnava faith, while 
Mallikaijuna on Srisaila is a form of God Siva. 

Barring the Puranic tradition which has been wrongly inter¬ 
preted as associating Pravarasena with the Madhya Pradesh 1 
there is no evidence that the Vakataka monarch’s sway extended 
over that region or over Southern KoSala. The Nachna-ki- 
talai and the Ganj records are the earliest evidences showing 
Vakataka suzerainty over Bundelkhand but they belong to the 
time of Prthivisena I, the great grandson of Pravarasena I. 
Pravarasena I’s sway over the western Maharashtra region also 
is incompatible with the rule of the Abhlras in the same place in 
the same period. 

It is difficult to agree with V.V. Mirashi that Pravarasena I 
conquered Purika which was, according to the Puranas, it is 
maintained, under the domination of the Nagas at this time. We 
have already noted that a critical study of the Puranic accounts, 
on the other hand, seem to indicate that a branch of the later 
Sungas had been ruling over there. If he really conquered 
Purika and made it his capital it was at the cost of the later 
Surigas. Similarly, there is no evidence, whatsoever, that some 
smaller kings of the Kalinga region acknowledged his sway, 
though the performance of four alvamedhas by him proves that 
he made some conquests. 

The Vakataka epigraphs are eloquent over the marriage of 
Pravarasena’s son Gautamlputra with the daughter of Bhavanaga, 
the king of the BharaSivas, ‘who were besprinkled on the fore¬ 
head with the pure water of (the river) Bhagirathi (Ganges) that 
had been obtained by their valour .* 2 K.P. Jayaswal has tried to 
show that in the so-called dark age intervening between the fall 
of the Imperial Ku$agas and the rise of the Guptas the Bhara- 
givas became the most important power of India and they extend¬ 
ed their rule over almost the whole of North India as well as a 
large tract of South India including the Andhrade^a . 3 Jayaswal’s 
theory has already been refuted 4 and here we only want to note 

1. supra 

2. Corpus , iii, 241 

3. History of Irma, 48ff g 174 

4. EHNI, i 3 8f 
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the fact that there is no evidence to show that the Vakatakas 
were originally subordinates under the BharaSivas, as main¬ 
tained by Jayaswal. 

According to the Puranas, Pravarasena I had four sons and 
all of them became kings. This statement, as already stated, 
can hardly be accepted; for the epigraphs clearly show that 
the Vakataka empire became partitioned into two parts, and 
not into four as the Puranic statements would suggest, and this 
partition again took place possibly after Sarvasena, the son 
of Pravarasena. (supra) 

Pravarasena I was succeeded by his son Sarvasena (325-340 
A.D.) on the Vakataka throne, his other son Gautamiputra, the 
son-in-law of Bhava-naga, having predeceased him. 

Partition of The Empire 

Main Branch —Sarvasena was succeeded by his son Pj-thivl- 
sena. Rudrasena I (340-365 A.D.), son of Gautamiputra, chal¬ 
lenged the authority of his cousin which ensued ultimately into 
a civil war and Prthivlsena was forced to retire to the Basim 
region where he founded a new kingdom. Here we may note 
that as Samudragupta is described in the epigraphs as a 
Licchavi dauhitra , which has been interpreted by historians to 
mean that he owed much to the Licchavis for his power and 
conquest, Rudrasena 1 is similarly described as e Bhdraiivdnarfi 
maharaja-§ri-Bhavanagadauhitra\ which evidently shows that in 
his struggle against his cousin, he was helped by his maternal 
grandfather’s family and this help evidently enabled him to 
seize the throne. 

This Vakataka-Bhara£iva entete produced an indirect result. 
The Guptas were rising to power in North-Eastern India and 
Candragupta I, the first Gupta mahdrajddhiraja came to the 
throne of Magadha in c. 319-20 A.D. It appears that his kingdom 
extended from Allahabad to W. Bengal. When Samudragupta 
succeeded Candragupta he undertook extensive military cam¬ 
paigns as proved by his Allahabad record. It was formerly believ¬ 
ed that Samudragupta conquered the Maharashtra region and 
brought the Vakatakas under control. The theory was based on 
the wrong identification of Devaraspra, mentioned among the 
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countries of Dak§inapatha conquered by the great Gupta 
monarch, with Mahara${ra. G. J-Dubreuil has pointed out, 
that ‘it (Devarastra) must be identified with the province of 
Devaras$ra ( — Yellamanchili tract) mentioned in a copper¬ 
plate grant found in the district of Vizagapatan*. 1 But even 
after this, K.P. Jayaswal maintains that Samudragupta 
attacked the kingdom of the Vakatakas and killed Rudrasena I. 
The basis of this theory is the identification of Rudradeva 
conquered by Samudragupta with the Vakataka king. But here 
we should remember the fact that Rudradeva conquered by 
Samudragupta is called the king of Aryavarta, while Rudra¬ 
sena I was the king of Daksinapatha. Rudradeva should be 
identified with the king of the same name whose coins have 
been found at Kosam and this would explain why he is men¬ 
tioned first among the Aryavarta monarchs in the Allahabad 
record. S.K. Aiyangar postulated the view that as in the 
Vakataka records Pravarasena I only is called samraf while his 
successors are given the tide of maharaja , the Vakatakas after 
Pravarasena I entered into a subordinate alliance with the 
Guptas evidently being frightened by the great digvijaya of 
Samudragupta. This theory, curiously enough, has been 
accepted by some recent scholars 2 like D.G. Sircar who main¬ 
tains that if not during the time of Samudragupta, during the 
time of his son Candragupta II at least the Vakatakas 
became subordinate under the Guptas. In support of this 
theory, it is pointed out that in the records of Prabhavatl 
Gupta we find the use of the term mahdrdjadhiraja with refe¬ 
rence to the Gupta monarch while the Vakataka kings are 
given the simpler title of maharaja . It is no doubt a fact 
that during the regency of Prabhavatl Gupta the Gupta 
influence reigned supreme in the domain of the Vakatakas 
but there is no evidence that these South Indian monarchs 
played a subordinate role at this time. In this age, while with 
the Guptas generally the title of mahdrdjadhiraja denoted an in¬ 
dependent status and maharaja a subordinate one, with the 
kings of South India the title of maharaja was quite a loftier one. 
Pravarasena I was given the title of samraf evidently because he 
performed aivamedha and other sacrifices, for, according to the 

1. AND, 60 

2. The Classical Age, 180 
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gastric injunctions such kings only could take that title. So 
when in the epigraphs of Prabhavatl Gupta we find a distinc¬ 
tion between the titles of the Guptas and the Vakatakas, we 
may assume that she was only following the then customs of 
the two countries lying on two sides of the Vindhya. It should 
be noted further that in the records of Prabhavatl Gupta the 
Gupta era has not been used. 

The main result of the Vaka{aka-Bhara£iva entete was that 
it stirred up Samudragupta to take steps against the further 
increase of the Vakataka power and influence which could 
hinder him in his campaigns both in the Uttarapatha and the 
Daksinapatha. Evidently with this aim Samudragupta con¬ 
quered the forest country (/.21 of the Allahabad record). Two 
inscriptions dated in the years 199 and 209 of the Gupta era 
from the Baghelkhand region describe king Hastin as ruling 
over Dabhala together with the 18 forest kingdoms. The 
Atavikarajya or the forest country therefore denoted Pabhala 
and the adjoining wild region corresponding to the territory 
round present Jubbulpore. As a result of this conquest the 
Narmada became the southern boundary of the Gupta empire. 
The conquest of Aryavarta together with the Atavikarajya thus 
put a strong barrier against the expansion of the Vakatakas 
towards the north. 

In the epigraphic records Rudrasena I is described as a 
devotee of the God Mahabhairava, the terrific aspect of Siva. 
The Bharasivas were worshippers of Siva and it is not unlikely 
that the Vakataka king developed his devotion for the god 
through the influence of his maternal grandfather’s family 
which helped him in his war against the son of Sarvasena of 
the Basim branch. 

Rudrasena was succeeded by his son Pf thivlsena I (365-390 
A.D.) who is described in the epigraphic records as dharma - 
vijayi. From the Allahabad inscription we learn that dharma - 
vijaya was marked by three distinct features, viz., grahana (cap¬ 
ture of the enemy), mokfa (liberating him), and anugraha 
(favouring him by reinstating him in the kingdom). In this 
connection we may note two records, one from Nachne-ki-talai 
in the old Jaso state and the other at Ganj, both in the Bundel- 
khand region. The records belong to a king named Vyaghra- 
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deva who calls himself a vassal of the Vakajaka king Pjrthivi- 
sena. Some scholars hold that this Vakataka monarch should 
be identified with Prthivisena II, the last king of the main 
branch but as D.C. Sircar points out, the palaeographical 
peculiarities, e.g., the triangular form of v and the old form of t 
and j of the Nachne-ki-talai and Ganj records are certainly 
older than those of the Basim plates of Vindhya€akti II and 
hence Prthivisena of the records should be identified with 
Prthivisena I . 1 

If we accept the above view, it will at once raise some 
interesting issues. From the Allahabad record it is clear that 
the Bundelkhand region passed under the rule of Samudra- 
gupta, while there is an inscription of the emperor at Eran in 
the Saugar district, to the south-west of Bundelkhand. Samudra- 
gupta lived up to c. 375 A.D ., 2 while Prthivisena I appears to 
have been a younger contemporary of Samudragupta because 
he ruled from c. 365-390 A.D. The question now arises, who 
conquered the Bundelkhand region and from whom ? Was it 
conquered by Samudragupta from Prthivisena I or did Prthivi¬ 
sena conquer the region from the Guptas ? Here we should 
make a very critical study of the available epigraphs, especially 
the Allahabad record. Incidentally it should also be noted that 
the old view that Samudragupta carried on his digvijaya some 
time between 340 and 350 A.D. is^ a mere surmise not sup¬ 
ported by any positive evidence . 3 

Let us now turn to the Allahabad record. J.F. Fleet 
thought that the record was incised after the death of 
Samudragupta inasmuch as //.29-30 describe the fame of 
Samudragupta as reaching the abode of Indra 4 (i.e. he 
was dead). This theory has been controverted by G. Buhler 
and others who pointed out that the epigraph contains no 
reference to the alvamedha sacrifice of Samudragupta, the 
performance of which by the king is proved by the evidence of 


1. JRASB (X), xii, 72-3 

2. This is proved by the Mathura inscription of Candragupta II, Regnal 
year 5; Gupta year 61 =380 A.D., Select Ins , 269 

3. EHNIy 179 

4 . ib. y 160 
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the coins, and hence the record must have been executed before 
that event. Further, //.29-30 really mean that the king’s fame 
reached heaven and this cannot be interpreted as meaning that 
he was dead. 1 

From the above discussions we can possibly conclude that 
Samudragupta’s conquests were not undertaken in the later 
part of his reign, but before his alvamedha sacrifices. Now, in the 
Poona plates of Prabhavatl Gupta, he is given the epithet 
anekatvamedhqyajin 2 3 while his aivamedha type of coins can clearly 
be divided into two groups according to the legend on the 
obverse 8 . He therefore must have performed at least two 
alvamedha sacrifices when the two groups of coins were issued. 
Such costly sacrifices could not have been performed in quick 
succession and thus we must allow a margin of some years 
between the execution of the Allahabad record and his death. 
Now, there is another record of the king at Eran, as already 
stated. Lines 1-6 of the record are entirely broken and lost and 
an indefinite number at the bottom is damaged. 4 5 What, how¬ 
ever, remains of it shows that it could not have contained in 
the broken part a detailed account of his digvijaya as described 
in the Allahabad record. 6 The find spot of the record shows 
thus that he extended his conquest upto Eran in the early part 
of his reign and before he undertook his campaigns in south¬ 
eastern Dak§inapatha and his second digvijaya in North India. 
Evidently in his first Aryavarta campaign he attacked the 
Nagas of Mathura-Kantipura-Vidisa region and then swooped 
down upto Eran. Military Strategy also points to his conquest 
of Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand regions prior to his conquest 
of Dak§inapatha, for, he could not undertake such campaign 
leaving his western rear exposed to the attack of the rising 
Vakataka power, now in alliance with his enemies. 

Thus we are naturally inclined to think that Pfthivisena 
conquered the Bundelkhand region from the Guptas, possibly 
from Candragupta II who came to the throne in 375 A.D. as 

1. EHXI> 180 

2. Select Ins , 411 

3. EHM 7 , 197 

4. Select Ins 9 260 

5. tL, 254ff 
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proved by the Mathura inscription of his time. The territory, 
however, did not remain long under Prthivlsena I and was re¬ 
taken by Candragupta as proved by latter’s inscriptions at 
Udayagiri and Sanchi. Thus a trial of strength went on bet¬ 
ween the two dynasties and ultimately a peace was cemented 
by matrimonial alliance resulting in the marriage of Prthivl¬ 
sena Fs son Rudrasena II with Prabhavatl Gupta, the 
daughter of Candragupta II. This marriage was of great poli¬ 
tical importance for both the dynasties. Like his father, 
Prthivlsena I was a devotee of Lord Mahesvara or Siva and it 
was evidently for his honest character that he has been compar¬ 
ed to Yudhi§thira in the Vakataka epigraphs. 

Pfthivisena I was succeeded by his son Rudrasena II (390- 
400 A.D.), the husband of Prabhavatl Gupta. The predeces¬ 
sors of Rudrasena II were all Saivas, as we have already seen, 
but the new king became a devotee of Cakrapani-Vi§nu evi¬ 
dently under the influence of his wife. His reign thus saw the 
beginning of the introduction of Gupta influence in the trans- 
Vindhyan region. This influence became stronger when Rudra¬ 
sena II died a premature death about 400 A.D. and Prabha- 
vati Gupta became the regent of her minor son yuvardja 
Divakarasena. The Poona C.P. inscription of the queen, issued 
in the 13th year of her regency throws interesting light on the 
history of the Vakatakas of the age. The inscription opens with 
an account of the Gupta dynasty up to Candragupta II and 
then mentions Prabhavatl Gupta, the agramahi$i ofRudrasena 
and mother of the crown prince Divakarasena. The absence of 
the names of the predecessors of Rudrasena II evidently shows 
how Candragupta II, exercised tremendous influence in the 
affairs of the kingdom through his daughter. The grant was 
issued by the queen from Nandivardhana which was the capital 
of the kingdom at that time. The mention of Nagapura-Nandi- 
vardhana in the Deoli grant of the Ras{rakuta king Kfsi^a III 
shows that the place was very near Nagpur, possibly in the 
Nagpur district itself. 

Candragupta II selected this period for his expedition 
against the Sakas of Western India. The Gupta king realised 
that his southern rear was now quite safe and through his 
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daughter help would also come from that quarter, if necessary. 
The conquest of the Western k$atrapas by Candragupta II is 
proved by his rare silver coins which are more or less direct 
imitations of those of the latest Western k$atrapas . As E.J. 
Rapson states : ‘Like their prototypes, the coins of the latest 
mahakfatrapaSy which they closely resemble in style and fabric, 
they have on the obv the date accompanied by some equivalent 
of the word var^e, being the king’s head, and retain some traces 
of the old inscription in Greek characters, while on the rev they 
substitute the Gupta type (a peacock) for the caitya , with cre¬ 
scent and star.’ 1 The latest date on the coins of the Western 
kfatrapas is 310 or 31X (Saka) —388+X A.D., while the 
earliest date on the silver coins of the Gupta monarch struck in 
imitation of the former is G.E. 90 or 90X«A.D. 409+X. 
Thus it was during this period that the Gupta conquest of 
Malwa and Gujarat took place. It is possible to limit the period 
further, for the Udayagiri inscription of the year 401 A.D. 
shows the occupation of the Eastern Malwa by the Guptas and 
it is improbable that the Western k$atrapas were able to resist 
for long the victorious progress of Candragupta II. 2 

Thus it is evident that the conquest of the &akas by 
Candragupta II which earned for him the immortal titles of 
Sakari and Vikramaditya was achieved while his daughter had 
been ruling over the Vakafaka territory. This coincidence can 
hardly be accidental. It is not unlikely that the Vakatakas also 
had some contributions in the achievement of this stupendous 
task. This part of Vakataka history cannot be properly assessed 
for want of direct evidence. 

We have already indicated that the Rithpur inscription of 
Prabhavati Gupta was issued about 415 A.D. 3 It proves that 
Divakarasena ascended the throne while about 445 A.D. 
Pravarasena II, became king after a partition of the empire. 
(supra) After Divakarasena’s death, Pravarasena II appears 
to have captured a part of the kingdom as proved by the 
find spot of his epigraphs. His charters range from the year 2 
to 27 and the fact that he appointed sendpati governors in 

i. CIC, cli 
a. EHMI,2 05 
3. Select Ins, 415 
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different parts of his empire is also very significant. This seems 
to show that Damodarasena, his another brother, who became 
king in other part of the empire, possibly left an heir whose 
cause was upheld^by a section of the people. Pravarasena II 
evidently set aside the claim and there was trouble in the coun¬ 
try when military governors had to be appointed. From the 
epigraphic records we get the names of some such senapati gov¬ 
ernors, such as Citravarman, Namidasa, Katyayana, Vappa- 
deva etc. Of these Chitravarman was placed to look after the 
affairs of the Bhojakata ra?tra (?) then ruled over by &atrugna- 
raja and Kon^araja. It is not unlikely that the Bhojas, who 
were an important factor in the Maharashtra politics, took the 
side of the son of Damodarasena and so a military governor 
was placed in the region. 

There was also another factor that induced Pravarasena II 
to keep the country under military rule. The Bhitari inscrip¬ 
tion of Skandagupta shows that about 455 A.D. the Pu$yamitras 
who, ‘had great resources in men and money 5 attacked the 
Gupta kingdom then ruled over by the aged king Kumaragupta 
I, maternal uncle of Pravarasena II, and Skandagupta, the 
son of Kumaragupta, had to fight hard with them ‘to restore 
the fallen fortunes of his family* and had to pass a whole night 
on bare earth. 1 Ultimately Skandagupta became victorious 
but the aged king Kumaragupta died before he could get 
news of this victory. The Pura^as associate the Pugyamitras 
with the Mekala country lying to the north-eastern frontier of 
the Vakataka kingdom. Pravarasena II might have apprehend¬ 
ed some danger from this tribe, which like the nomads of Cen¬ 
tral Asia, suddenly became infused with warlike activities. 
Under such circumstances, which appeared to be an abnormal 
one, military governors had to be appointed for the protection 
of the country. 

The epigraphs of Pravarasena II have been found in 
Wardha, Chhindwara, Nagpur, Balaghat, Siwani, Amaraoti, 
Betul and other districts. Thus he kept intact the kingdom ruled 
over by his grandfather and the territory appears to have 
suffered no loss since the time of Prthivisena I. 
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The early charters of Pravarasena II were issued from the 
city of Nandivardhana while his later charters were issued from 
Pravarapura. It is not unlikely that Pravarapura was another 
name of Nandivardhana itself. Narattanga-vari-sthana, from 
where his Tirodi plates were issued, was evidently a place of 
pilgrimage which the king visited. Unlike his parents, who were 
Vai§navas, Pravarasena II became a Saiva. This shows that he 
freed his country from the influence of the Guptas. 

The commentator of the Prakrit kavya Setuvandha informs 
us that Pravarasena II lived some time in the court of his ma¬ 
ternal grandfather Candragupta II and once composed a 
poem which was later on corrected by the great poet Kalidasa. 
The prince must have composed the same in the later days of 
the Gupta monarch, and in this connection we may note 
further that in his Srngaraprakdia , Bhoja has quoted a verse 
written by the great poet who is said to have reported to the 
Gupta monarch Vikramaditya on the luxurious life at the 
court of the Lord of Kuntala, who has been identified with 
Pravarasena II. 1 It is difficult to determine the authenticity 
of such statements. In any case, the Kuntala region at this time 
was under the rule of the Kadambas. V.V. Mirashi points out 
that the Pattan plates of Pravarasena II of the year 27 refer to 
a Kalidasa as the writer of the charter. 2 

At this stage we may make a short resume of the history of 
the Basim branch, for after the death of Pravarasena II we 
enter into a confused period of Vakafaka history when the 
cousin dynasties entered into a bitter rivalry with each other. 

The Basim Branch —We have already seen that after the death 
of Sarvasena there was a war of succession and Sarvasena’s son 
moved to the Basim region and founded a new dynasty there. 
Sarvasena had two sons, Prthivisena and Vindhya€akti II. 
Prthivlsena was possibly the eldest one in whose time, as we 
have already seen, Rudrasena I started the so-called main 
branch with the help of his maternal relatives, the Bhara- 
sivas. In this connection it may be noted that in the Ajanta 
inscription, as restored by D.C. Sircar, Pjrthivlsena is des- 
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cribed as having defeated the king of Kuntala. 1 According 
to the scheme of chronology accepted in these pages Prthivl- 
sena I (340-355 A.D.) would be a contemporary of the 
Kadamba king Mayura£arman who was the first ruler to 
establish his dynasty in the Kuntala country. In his Candra- 
valli stone inscription 2 Mayurasarman claims to have conquered 
Trikuta, Abhira, Pallava, Pariyatra, Sakasthana, Sendraka, 
Punnadu and the Maukharis. It is very difficult to determine 
how far the claims can be regarded as authentic. He 
possibly made an attempt to extend his territory towards the 
north and formed alliances with the Traikutakas and the 
Abhlras of the Aparanta region and the Saka ksatrapas of 
Malwa and Gujarat. This alliance might have been directed 
against the new Vakataka power and the statement of the 
Ajanta record may be interpreted to mean that Pfthivlsena I 
thwarted the attempt of the Kadamba king. The war, however, 
weakened his position and Rudrasena I, son of Gautamlputra, 
utilised this opportunity to drive him into the Basim region. 
Prthivisena was succeeded by his brother Vindhyalakti II 
whose Basim record is dated in the 37th year of his reign 
showing that he possibly ruled from 355 to 395 A.D. 3 Very 
likely he left no son and so after his death the throne passed 
on to his nephew, the eldest son of Prthivisena, Pravarasena I. 
In 415 A.D. Pravarasena’s minor son of eight years of age as¬ 
cended the Basim throne. His name cannot be traced in the 
Ajanta record. He may, however, be allowed a tentative period 
of 40 years. The next king Devasena was a contemporary of 
Pravarasena II of the main branch. He was a pleasure loving 
ruler but was fortunate in getting the services of an efficient 
minister named Hastibhoja who looked after the affairs of the 
state. 


1. Select Ins, 42$t 

2. ib 99 449 

3. Eplnd, xxvi, 137f 



Chapter XII 


TUSSLE BETWEEN THE TWO BRANCHES 

After the death of Pravarasena II of the main branch in 475 
A.D. and the end of the rule of Devasena of the Basim branch 
c. 480 A D., we enter into a very confused period of Vaka(aka 
history and often it becomes difficult for us to follow the course 
of events. A critical study reveals, however, the following 
characteristics that began to orient the life of both the main 
and the Basim branches : 

(a) Both the dynasties contracted matrimonial alliances for 
political purpose with different ruling houses of the 
Deccan. 

(b) While after the partition the two houses had been liv¬ 
ing independently without intervening in the affairs of 
the other, there arose gradually a bitter rivalry between 
the two and this ultimately proved disastrous for both, 
especially for the main branch. 

(c) The Vakatakas began to intervene in the affairs of 
other Deccan states and also in Malwa, Ko£ala and 
Mekaia where new dynasties appeared. Such imprudent 
policies became ultimately another factor of their ruin. 

Ill 

Pravarasena II of the main branch was succeeded in 475 A.D. 
by his son Narendrasena while in 480 A.D. Devasena was 
succeeded on the Basim throne by Hari§ena. Narendrasena and 
Hari§ena thus appear to have been contemporaries. Narendra- 
sena’s son Prthivisena II ascended the throne in c. 500 A.D. 
while Hari§ena ruled up to c. 505 A.D. Thus for 5 years ex¬ 
tending from 500 to 505 A.D. Hari§ena also was his contempo¬ 
rary. Now we have to make a comparative study of the achieve¬ 
ments of Narendrasena and Prthivisena II on the one hand 
and of Harisena on the other. This will bring forth at once the 
bitter rivalry that had been going on between the two houses : 
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(a) The Balaghat record informs us that the command of 
Narendrasena (475-500 A.D.) was honoured by the kings 
of Kosala, Mekala and Malwa; 1 that he married Ajita- 
bhattarika, the Kuntala princess; 2 he is further des¬ 
cribed as apahrtavam$a$riyah suggesting that the fortune 
of his family had for a time been in the possession 
of another and he retrived this fallen fortune. 

(b) In the Ajanta inscription, on the other hand, Harisena 
(480-505 A.D.) of the Basim branch is described as 
subjugating Kuntala, Avanti, Kaliriga, Ko&ala, Trikuta, 
Lata. Andhra and other countries. The inscription is 
pardy damaged and so the full sense of the account can¬ 
not be precisely determined. 

Now, if we make a comparative study of the above details 
we find that both Narendrasena and Harisena claim suzerainty 
over Ko&ala and Malwa regions (Avanti), showing that a 
rivalry was going on between the two families. This rivalry 
possibly originated when Narendrasena married the Kuntala 
princess Ajitabhattarika for the Kadambas appeared to have 
lived in bad terms with the Basim house, since Prthivisena I 
thwarted the northern advance of the first Kadamba king 
Mayura&arman. [supra) Narendrasena’s Kuntala wife was evi- 
dendy a daughter of the Kadamba king Santivarman who ruled 
from 450 to 475 A.D. 

Now, let us see what is meant by apahrtavaififaSriyak , an ex¬ 
pression used in connection with Narendrasena in the Balaghat 
plates, and then we shall try to determine how far his command 
was respected by Mekala and Malwa. A study of the history 
of the Traikutakas at this stage would throw welcome light on 
our problem, and so we propose to go a little bit off the track 
here. 

As we have already seen the Traikutakas are mentioned for 
the first time in the Candravalli inscription of Mayurasarman. 
The name of the dynasty is evidently derived from the Trikuta 

1. Ep Indy ix, 267ff 

2. A.S. Altekar thinks that ( the identification of the family of this 
princess is not yet satisfactorily settled, but very probably she was a 
daughter of the Kadamba king Kakustha-varman, who is known to 
have married his daughters in Gupta and other royal families .* (JVH/P, 
vi, 106) 
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mountain which is placed by Kalidasa in the Aparanta region. 1 
It started as a subordinate under the Abhlras and in the first 
quarter of the fifth century assumed an independent status, but 
used the era started by their former master which was evidently 
prevalent in the region. The independent existence of the dy¬ 
nasty is revealed to us by three G.P. inscriptions 2 and coins. 
From these we get the following genealogy :— 

maharaja Indradatta 

maharaja Dharasena (K.E. 207—456-57 A.D.) 

mahdrdja Vyaghrasena (K.E. 241—490-91 A.D.) 

The existence of maharaja Indradatta is known to us from 
the inscriptions on the coins of his son Dharasena which reads 
as ‘maharaja-Andradattaputra-paramavasnava-sri maharaja-Dharasena*. 
V.V. Mirashi assigns him to the period 415-440 A.D. 3 

Dharasena, who appears to have ruled from c. 440 A.D. to 
465 A.D., was a contemporary of the Vakafaka king Pravara- 
sena II. From his Pardi plate of the year 207 we learn that 
he performed an aSvamedha sacrifice and he takes the tide of 
maharaja both in the inscription and coins. 

Dharasena was succeeded by his son Vyaghrasena who is 
known from coins as well as his Surat plate of the year K.E. 
241. He thus may be assigned to the period 465 A.D. to 495 A.D 
A Kanheri inscription of the year 245 = 494-95 A.D. refers to 
the increasingly victorious reign of the Traikutakas. It, there¬ 
fore, belongs to the time of Vyaghrasena. 4 

1. Raghuuatfda , iv, 58-9 

2. Pardi plates of Dharasena: year 207; Surat plates of Vyaghrasena* 
year 241; Kanheri plate of the Traikutakas: year 245. ( Corpus , iv, 
22-32) 

3. Corpus , iv, xlii 

4. ‘One more inscription, consisting of a single plate was found inside a 
Buddhist stupa at Kanheri in North Konkan. It records the construc¬ 
tion ofuchaitya (i.e., the stupa in which the inscription together with 
some relics was found) dedicated by a pilgrim from Sindh to the 
venerable £&radvatiputra, the foremost disciple of the Buddha. The 
inscription mentions only the increasingly victorious reign of the 
Traikutakas, but does not name any reigning king.' It is dated in the 
year 245 (494-95 A.G.). As a period of as many as 36 years inter¬ 
venes between the date of the Pardi plates of Dharasena and that of the 
Surat plates of his son Vyftghrasena, it seems that the latter were pro- 
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After Vyaghrasena, we get no inscription or coin of the 
dynasty. On the other hand, as we have already stated, we 
find that Harisena of the Basim branch who ruled at this 
period claims to have conquered the Traikutakas in the Ajanta 
record. The Vakataka king Narendrasena of the main line 
might have been in alliance with the Traikutakas, and this 
episode is hinted at by the expression apahrtavamSa&riyah in the 
Balaghat record. 1 If that be so then ultimately Narendrasena 
managed the affairs in his favour and his prestige suffered no 
loss. 

Another interpretation is also possible, Harisena's suzer¬ 
ainty extended over Ko£ala and other regions. But epigraphs 
indicate that Ko£ala and Mekala had been under the influence 
of the main branch and this evidently shows the tussle between 
the two houses. The Bainhani plates of the Pandava king 
Bharatavala refer to a dynasty of four rulers of Mekala :— 

Jayavala 

! 

Vatsaraja * Dronobha^arika 

I 

maharaja Nagavala =- Indrabhaftarika 

I 

maharaja Bharatavala or Indra Lokaprakasa, a 

princess of Kosala 

While editing the epigraph, Chhabra observes : ‘The con¬ 
tents of the eleventh stanza.are ambiguous. In natural sequ¬ 

ence, it speaks of the royal donor Bharatavala, represented, as 
an Emperor ( sdrvabhauma) honoured by his vassals, but, at the 

bably issued towards the close of Vyaghrasena’s reign. The Trailed taka 
king during whose reign the Kanheri plate was issued may, therefore, 
have been the successor of Vyaghrasena. During his reign the Trikuta 
country was invaded by Harisena, the last known Vakataka king who 
flourished in circa 475-500 A.C. In the inscription in the Ajantft cave 
XVI, Hari?ena is credited with a victory over Trikata, but it is not 
known if he supplanted the ruling dynasty. He was possibly content 
with exacting a tribute from it as he must have done from the other 
countries mentioned in the same inscription, viz, Kuntala, Avanti, 
KaliAga, Kosala, Lata and Andhra.’ (Corpus, iv, xliii) We cannot 
agree with the view that the inscription was issued by a successor of 
Vyaghrasena. 

1. Corpus, v 
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same time it contains a veiled reference to his overlord, Naren- 
dra, that is the Vaka(aka monarch Narendrasena. There is ob¬ 
viously a pun upon the word Narendra, which, when cons¬ 
tructed with Bharatavala, means ‘king’, while otherwise it stands 
for the personal name of the Vakajaka sovereign concerned. 
There is another word in the verse, which has likewise double 
meaning, and that is saumya . It qualifies vatnSa. When it refers to 
Bharatavala’s vamfa it means ‘lunar’, and when it adverts to 
Narendrasena’s vam$a> it simply denotes ‘auspicious’. The 
implication is quite obvious. The Pandavas, the avowed ances¬ 
tors of Bharatavala, belonged to the lunar race, while the Vaka- 
takas were Brahmanas and as such their family could aptly 
be described as auspicious.* 1 

This shows that Bharatavala 2 was a subordinate ally of 
Narendrasena. His marriage with a KoSalan princess is also 
significant. The dynasty of KoSala appears to have been not 
in enmity, but rather under the influence of Narendrasena, for 
otherwise a subordinate ruler would not have dared marry a 
princess of the family. In this sense it may be contended that 
Kogala also obeyed the command of the Vakajaka king. It is 
not unlikely that the marriage was arranged by Narendrasena 
himself. Thus the Ko£alan affair was another cause of tussle 
between the two houses, but Narendrasena somehow main¬ 
tained his prestige. 

Narendrasena’s claim over Malwa is indeed an interesting 
one. We have seen that the Malwa region (Avanti) was 
conquered by Gandragupta II during the regency of Prabha- 
vatl Gupta. During the time of Kumaragupta, Ghatotkaca 
Gupta was appointed a viceroy in eastern Malwa with 
jurisdiction over Tumbavana, modern Tumain about 50 miles 
to the north-west of Eran. The position of western Malwa was 
somewhat peculiar. The Mandasore inscription of Kumara¬ 
gupta I and Bandhuvarman refers to Kumaragupta as ruling 
the earth (Kumaragupte prthivirp pragasati) and Bandhu¬ 
varman as ruling at DaSapura evidently as a feudatory under the 

i. Ep Ind 9 xxvii, 137 

3. The assumption of the title of maharaja by Bharatavala and his father 

proves that they were practically independent though obeying the 

command of the V&k&taka monarch. 
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former. The record, however, is dated in the Malwa year 
493 — A.D. 436. 1 2 The absence of any reference to the Gupta 
era is very significant. It shows that though Kumaragupta I 
was recognised as the nominal overlord, Bandhuvarman, the 
ruler of Dasapura, was practically independent so far as the in¬ 
ternal affairs of the territory was concerned. In this connection 
we may note the evidence of another Mandasore record of the 
Malwa year 524. The record is a posthumous one and men¬ 
tions Govinda Gupta while Indra is represented as being suspi¬ 
cious of Govinda’s power. Govinda Gupta is evidently identi¬ 
cal with maharaja Govinda Gupta known from the Vaisali seal 
as the son of maharajadhiraja Candragupta II and the queen 
Dhruvasvaminl. D.R. Bhandarkar thinks that as in this record 
‘Indra is represented as being suspicious of Govinda Gupta’s 
power the latter seems to have been in supreme power.’* If we 
accept the view then we have to infer that Govinda Gupta, 
brother of Kumaragupta I, revolted and became independent 
in the western Avanti region. Some scholars find in the term 
Indra an indirect reference to Kumaragupta I, on account of 
the latter’s title of £ri Mahendra and Mahendraparakrama on the 
coins. As the Mandasore record of 435 A.D., referred to before, 
describes Kumaragupta I as ruling the earth, it may be pre¬ 
sumed that this revolt possibly occurred after that date. This 
supposition is strengthened by the fact that in the second part 
of the above Mandasore record, which bears the date M.E. 
529 = 473 A.D. there is no reference to any Gupta king. Possi¬ 
bly, after this revolt western Malwa region became an indepen¬ 
dent unit, though it had already been autonomous in internal 
matters, as shown by the use of dates in the records in the 
Malwa era and not in the Gupta era. 

We have sketched at some length the history of the western 
Malwa country to show that when Narendrasena Vakajaka 
had been ruling it was not strictly a part of the Gupta empire, 
as it has been supposed by many scholars, and so it might 
have entered into an alliance alternately with Narendrasena 
and Harisena. 

1. Select Ins , 288 

2. ASIR, 1922-3, 187 
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About c. 500 A.D. Narendrasena was succeeded by his son 
Prthivlsena II. For five years he was thus a contemporary of 
Hari?ena of the other branch. In the Balaghat record Prthivl¬ 
sena II is described as the restorer of the fortune of his family 
which had fallen twice. A.S. Altekar makes two observations 
in this connection :— 

(a) ‘The first misfortune mentioned above probably refers 
to the invasion of Manamatra, the king of Sarabhapura 
in Chhattisgarh, who succeeded temporarily in occupy¬ 
ing Berar and the Southern Madhya Pradesh. He was, 
however, soon expelled from these territories by the 
exertion of Pi-thivisena.’ 

(b) ‘The Vakafaka seems to have fallen on evil days again 
during the reign of Prthivlsena following an attack by 
the Traikutakas in the west.’ 1 

None of the above views can be accepted. We have already 
seen that the Traikutaka power came to an end with the 
death or defeat at the hand of Harisena of the Traikutaka kin g 
Vyaghrasena during the time of Prthivisena’s father and there¬ 
fore the question of Traikutaka attack referred to above can¬ 
not arise. 

As regards the invasion of Manamatra, the king of Sarabha- 
pura, it may be noted that the theory is based on the wrong 
identification of the Sarabhapurlya king Manamatra with 
Mananka, the Rastrakuta monarch, originally suggested by 
Sten Konow 2 and accepted by many later scholars. We shall 
see later on that a branch of the Rastrakutas of which 
Mananka was one really occupied a considerable portion of the 
Vidarbha region after the fall of the Vakatakas, but the 
Sarabhapura king Manamatra never came into collision with 
Prthivlsena II. 

From several epigraphs we can draw out the following 
genealogy of the dynasty of Sarabhapura to which Manamatra 


1. EHD, ed. G. Yazdani, 184 

2. Eplnd t ix, 171 
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belonged :— 

Prasannamatra 


Mahajayaraja Manamatra 1 


Mahasudevaraja Mahapravararaja 

Thus we find the presence of a new dynasty in Kogala. 
Harisena, as we have already seen, claims to have conquered 
the country and he might have overthrown the dynasty of 
Sarabha that had been ruling there and that was subordinate 
to the other branch. He installed a new dynasty headed by 
Prasannamatra under his own suzerainty. Prasannamatra had 
a short reign and was succeeded by his eldest son Mahajayaraja. 
Mahajayaraja died without leaving any issue and was succeed¬ 
ed by his nephew Mahasudevaraja. All the charters of Maha¬ 
jayaraja and Mahasudevaraja were issued from Sarabhapura. 
When Mahapravararaja came to the throne he began issuing 
his charters from Sripura, where evidently he had transferred 
his capital. In the seal of his Thakurdiya plates he is described 
as having won the earth by his own arms. If he really 
made some new conquests and assumed an independent 
status it must have been long after the fall of the Vakatakas. 
There is nothing to show that the Sarabhapura kings threaten¬ 
ed Prthivisena II in any way as asserted by A.S. Altekar. 

The dangers to the dynasty of Prthivisena II referred to in 
his Balaghat plates came possibly from Harisena who had been 
meddling in the affairs of the eastern Maharashtra since the 
time of Narendrasena. 

The second danger threatened him directly and it came 
from the Nala dynasty whose existence is disclosed to us by the 
Rithpur C.P. inscription and the Podagarh record. 2 The 
Rithpur plates were discovered along with a set of copper plate 
of the Vakajaka queen Prabhavatl Gupta. The inscription 
refers to mahdrdja-Bhattaraka-arthapati Bhavattavarman of the 

1. Some scholars maintain that the successor of Mahajayaraja was his 
younger brother Manamatra. But there is no proof to substantiate the 
assertion. The identification of Manamatra with Mahadurgar£ja also 
appears to be untenable. 

2. Ep Indy xjx, iooff; xxi, 1538* 
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Nala dynasty and records the grant of a village called 
Kadamba-giri-grama (Kalamba in the Morsi taluk of Amraoti 
where the plates were discovered). The grant is dated in the 
eleventh regnal year of the king and was issued from Nandi- 
vardhana, but actually made at Prayaga or the confluence of 
the Ganges and the Jumna. It does not follow, however, that 
Prayaga formed part of the dominion of Bhavattavarman for 
grants of distant villages were often made at holy places like 
Prayaga and Benares. We have seen that Nandivardhana was 
the capital of the main line of the Vakatakas and the Rithpur 
record thus shows unmistakably that it was conquered by the 
Nalas. Prthivisena, however, was able to drive the invader out. 
This is proved indirectly by the Podagadh inscription of prince 
Skandavarman, son of king Bhavattavarman, informing us 
that the prince recovered the lost sovereignty and repopulated 
the capital. In the background of the Balaghat record stating 
that Prthivisena II overcame all his dangers, this can only 
mean the defeat of either Bhavattavarman or his son Skanda¬ 
varman, who had to acknowledge the suzerainty of the Vaka- 
taka monarch. Later on prince Skandavarman managed to 
regain his independence somehow, though ruled evidently 
as a subordinate ally of Prthivisena II. 

From what has been stated above it will appear that both 
Prthivisena II of the main branch and Harisena of the Vatsa- 
gulma house were great conquerors. Harisena possibly gave a 
death blow to the Traikutaka house of Aparanta and also 
threatened the main line by establishing a dynasty of his own 
choice in the Daksina-KoSala region. He might have also 
helped the Nala king in occupying a portion of the Vidarbha 
country. But Prthivisena II withstood successfully the danger 
created by his relative. In the Ajanta record, Harisena further 
claims his suzerainty over Kuntala, Lata, Andhra and other 
countries. He might have remained satisfied by exacting tributes 
from these kingdoms, as Mirashi suggests. 1 

We have no record of any Vakataka king after these two 
monarchs. From a critical study of the DaSakumdracarita , 
Mirashi has inferred that Harisena left a son who was weak 
and led a dissolute life and the feudatories began to show signs 
i. Corpus, iv, xliii 
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of revolt. This ultimately led to an invasion of the kingdom 
by the Kadambas and the king suffered a serious defeat and 
was killed in the fight. 1 The suggestion is no doubt very interest¬ 
ing but the account of the Daiakumdracarita is a confused one. 
In this connection we may note that Vikramendravarman II, 
son of the Vi§nukun<Jin maharaja Madhavavarman I who 
came to the throne about 535 A.D., is described in the 
Chikkulla plates, as Vifluikundi-Vakafa-vaTfifa-dvaydlankrta-janma. 2 
This shows that Madhavavarman I was the son-in-law of 
a Vakafaka king. This king has been identified with Harigena, 
which, however, becomes chronologically impossible. He may 
have been the son-in-law of Prthivisena II who ruled up to 
c. 525 A.D. It is not unlikely that after the death of Hari$ena, 
Prthivisena II occupied the territory of the collateral branch 
to avenge the troubles created by Hari$ena himself. If Harisena 
left any heir he was possibly killed. 


x. ABORI, xxvi, 30 
2. Ep Ind y iv, 193! 
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FALL OF THE VAKATAKAS 

It is difficult to determine how the Vakataka dynasty which 
played such a glorious part in the annals of ancient Deccan 
came to an end in such on abrupt manner. Two theories have 
been put forward by scholars : 

(a) that the Vi?nukundin king Madhavavarman I became 
too powerful and occupied the kingdom of the Vaka¬ 
takas. 

(b) that the Vakatakas met their end under the pressure of 
a Rastrakuta dynasty in the sixth century A.D. 

Madhavavarman 

The first theory is based on the evidence of the Khanapur 
plates edited in Ep. Ind. xxvii, pp. 312ff. It maintains one 
Madhavavarman who has been sought to be identified with 
Madhavavarman I of the Visnukundin dynasty who claims to 
have performed eleven aSvamedhas and thousand agni?tomas 
etc. On the basis of this identification it is claimed that 
Madhavavarman I conquered Maharashtra and gave a death 
blow to the Vakataka dynasty. The history of the Vi$nukun<Jin 
Madhavavarman is still far from clear and so any speculation 
centring such a figure will remain always inconclusive. In any 
case, there are difficulties in identifying the Vi§nukun<Jin 
Madhavavarman I with the king of the same name in the 
Khanapur plates : 

(a) There is no other definite Vi§nukundin records from 
the Maharashtra country nor there are any other references to 
his supremacy in later records. 

(b) As already stated, the son of the Visnukun<jin 
maharaja Madhavavarman I, Vikramendravarman II, who 
came to the throne about 535 A.D., is described in the Chikkulla 
plates as Vityidtundi-Vakata-varhia-dvayalankrta-janmay showing 
that Madhavavarman I was the son-in-law of a Vakataka king. 
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Had Madhavavarman I put an end to the rule of the Vaka takas, 
Vikramendravarman’s statement becomes meaningless. 

Madhavavarman of the Khanapur plates was possibly a 
local king and cannot be identified with his namesake of the 
Visnukundin dynasty. 

Early Rdffrakufas 

Let us now turn to the second theory that the Vakataka 
kingdom came to an end under the pressure of the Rastrakutas 
and in the sixth century there rose up a Rastrakufa kingdom 
in the Deccan. The main plank of the view is the Kauthem 
plates of the later Calukya king Vikramaditya which state 
that the early Calukya ruler Jayasimha defeated the Rastra- 
kuta king Indra, son of Krsna, who had a mighty force 
of 800 elephants and thereby established the Calukya sover¬ 
eignty. 1 This account has further been worked out on the basis 
of the following two records : 

(a) The Undikavatika grant which describes Mananka as 6 the 
ornament of the Rashtrakutas 5 and then speaks of his 
son Devaraja whose son was Bhavisya who was succeed¬ 
ed by Abhimanyu. 2 

(b) The Pandurangapalli plates which speaks of Mananka as 
the conqueror of Anga, ASmaka and Vidarbha. His 
son Devaraja appears to have three sons, Jayaraja, 
Bhavisya and Abhidheya. 3 

We can thus draw up the following genealogy of the 
Ra$traku{a family : 

Mananka 

i 

Devaraja 

f I 

Bhavisya Abhidheya Jayaraja 

Abhimanyu 

So far we stand on somewhat sure ground. But the account 
has been complicated by several identifications. First , Mananka 

1. Ind Ant, xvi, 15iff 

2. Ep Indy viii, 63 
.3. MASR, 1929,197 
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has been identified with the Sarabhapuriya king Manamatra and 
his son Devaraja with Manamatra’s son Mahasudevaraja. Thus 
it has been held that the dynasty ruled over an empire extend¬ 
ing from the Kolhapur region, proved by the discovery of the 
Pandurangapalli plates, to the Kosala country where the char¬ 
ters of the Sarabhapuriya kings have been found. It is further 
believed that the empire after Devaraja became divided into 
three parts, Jayaraja ruling in Chattisgarh, Bhavi§ya in Western 
Madhya Pradesh and Abhidheya in Southern Maharashtra 
region. Abhimanyu succeeded his father Bhavl$ya and the three 
parts formed a loose federation. 

The identification of Mananka and his son Devaraja with 
Manamatra and Mahasudevaraja has no basis. It was first 
suggested by Sten Konow, then accepted by G.J-Dubreuil and 
later on became an obsession with most writers. The unsound¬ 
ness of the theory has been ably demonstrated by D.C. Sircar 
on the following grounds :— 

(a) ‘that none of the Sarabhapuriyas ever claimed to be 
a Rastraku(a; 

(b) that the two families apparently ruled over different 
territories from different capital cities; 

(c) that the seal of the Sarabhapuriyas bears the represen¬ 
tation of the Gaja-Lakshml, while that of the Manapura 
kings (the dynasty of Mananka) the figuTe of a lion; and 

(d) that the charters of the kings of Manapura are not 
written in the box-headed script like those of the 
Sarabhapura kings.’ 

The above observations would shake up the theory of an 
early big Rastrakuta empire and there is no basis for thinking 
that king Indra, son of Kr§na, who is stated to have been defeat¬ 
ed by the Calukya ruler Jayasiipha in c. 530 A.D., according 
to the Kauthem Plates of Vikramaditya, was a grandson of 
king Abhidheya of the Pandurangapalli plates. Even the Aihole 
inscription 1 which describes in minute details the achievements 
of all the predecessors of Pulakesin II is silent over this feat of 
Jayasintha. On the other hand, the Aihole record informs us that 
Klrtivarman had to conquer the Nalas of Bastar, the Mauryas 
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of Konkan, the Kadambas of Kartiataka while his successor 
MangalHa annexed the kingdom of the Kalacuris. 

The Undivatika and the Pandurahgapalli records prove, 
however, the existence of the kingdom of Manahka in the 
Maharashtra region, possibly after the fell of the Vaka takas. In 
these records the royal house of Manahka is said to have its 
headquarter at Manapura, which has been identified by V.V. 
Mirashi with Man in the Satara district. 1 The Pandurangapalli 
grant makes the interesting statement that Manahka conquered 
Vidarbha, ASmaka and Anga. The mention of Anga seem to 
indicate only that the king of the country entered into some 
sort of relationship with the ruler, while the kingdoms of Vidar¬ 
bha and A£maka may have been actually conquered by hitn. 
Vidarbha was the kingdom of the main branch of the Vaka- 
takas while A€maka which included Mulaka, i.e., the district 
round Pratisthana, modem Paithan on the Godavari in the 
Aurangabad district, was under the Vakatakas of the Basim 
branch and later on came under Prthivlsena II. Thus the rise 
of Manahka might have been one of the causes of the downfall 
of the Vakatakas. Manahka is also described in the same record 
as the chastiser of the Kuntalas which shows that he also fought 
with the Kadambas of the Kanarese country. 

Manahka wa^ succeeded by his son Devaraja, who, as we 
have already seen, cannot be identified with Mahasudevaraja, 
son of Manamatra, the Sarabhapuriya monarch. V.V. Mirashi 
thinks that he is identical with the king of the same name 
mentioned in the Siroda C.P. charter issued from Candrapura 
in the twelfth regnal year of the king. 2 The king of the Siroda 
charter is stated, however, to have belonged to the family of 
the Bhojas. Candrapura has been identified with modem 
Chandore in Goa. This shows that while the Vakatakas had been 
ruling in the Western Maharashtra region a minor local dynasty 
of the Bhoja stock had been ruling on the western sea-coast. It 
is not clear whether this Bhoja dynasty was independent or 
owed allegiance to the Kadambas. 

After Devaraja three more kings sat on the throne. They are 
his two sons Bhavisya and Abhidheya and grandson Abhimanyu. 

1. ABORJ, xxv, 42 

2. Ep Ind, xxiv, 143!; xxvi, 337! 
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It is*difficult to determine their order of succession. The UncKva- 
tika grant of Abhimanyu states that the king granted the village 
Umjhkavatika in presence of Jayasimha who was the commander 
of the fort of Harivatsakotta. O. J-Dubreuil raises the question, 
can this Jayasimha ‘who overthrew the Rastrakufa (?) king 
Indra’ be the founder of the Calukya dynasty, for, in the 
Calukya records Jayasinaha of the Manavya gotra is the first king 
of the dynasty ?* 

Tivaradeva 

The Vakataka supremacy in the north-east came under 
challenge from the SomavamSI king Tivaradeva whose Rajim 
and Baloda plates were issued from Sripura. 2 The dynasty 
ruled in Bhandak at least for three generations before Tivara¬ 
deva and it may be noted that all their plates have been found 
in the region. From these Bhandak records and the records of 
Tivaradeva and his successors, the following genealogical table 
of the dynasty may be drawn up: 

Udayana 


Indrabala Name not preserved 

Nannadeva Isanadeva (1) (i) (i) Bhavadeva 

| RanakeSarin 

Mahasiva Tivaradeva Candragupta 

Harsagupta = Vasata (daughter of 
Suryavarman, maharaja 
_of Magadha) 

MahaSivagupta Balarjuna RanakeSarin 

The synchronism Har sagupta—Vasata, daughter of 
Suryavarman, maharaja of Magadha, helps us to fix the date of 
Tivaradeva, who was assigned to 8th century by Kielhorn. 8 
This Suryavarman should be identified with the prince of the 
same name, son of Iganavarman of the Haraha inscription of 
i. AHD 9 hi 
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554 A.D. 1 Har§agupta*s father Candragupta was thus a con¬ 
temporary of Suryavarman, and hence the latter’s elder brother 
Maha$iva Tivaradeva probably flourished in the period 530- 
550 A.D. Tivaradeva overthrew Mahapravararaja, the Sarabha- 
puriya king, who acknowledged the suzerainty of the Vakatakas 
and occupied his capital {supra ). In the Baloda plates he 
describes himself as the lord of entire KoSala 2 3 and this proves 
that he became a king of considerable importance. The Vi§nu- 
kundin king Madhavavarman I defeated Tivaradeva and 
occupied his capital. The rule of the dynasty, however, continued 
for some time. 

Kalacuris 

While Tivaradeva occupied a portion of the Vakafaka 
empire in the east, the Kalacuris appeared on the north. All 
their copper plate charters available to us were issued from 
their camps fixed at different places such as UjjayinI, VidiSa 
and Anandapura. V.V. Mirashi thinks that their capital was 
Mahismati or Mandhata on the Narmada. The Abhona plates 
of the Kalacuri year 347 = 597 A.D. was issued by the illustri¬ 
ous Sankaragana, son of the illustrious Krsnaraja. It records a 
grant of hundred nivartanas of land in the village of Vallisika 
which was situated in the vi$qya of Bhogavardhana. The donee 
was a brahmana residing at Kallivana and the grant was made 
at the request of Gogga, possibly the queen. The identification 
of the above places gives us interesting results. Mirashi says, 
‘Kallivana, where the donee was residing is modern Kalvan, 
the chief town of the Kalvan taluka of the Nasik district. It 
may be noted in this connection that the present plates were 
found at Abhona which lies only seven miles west of Kalvan. 
Bhogavardhana, the headquarter of the district in which the 
donated village was situated, is probably Bhokardhan in the 
Hyderabad State, where a large Brahmai^ical cave temple of 
about 8th Century A.D. has been recently excavated. Vallisika 
is modern Valsa, 7 miles south of Bhokardhan.’ 8 


1. Eplttd, xiv, 115 

2. Eplnd , vii, 105 

3. Corpus, tv, 40 
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It would thus appear that the kingdom of Sankaragana 
extended from Malwa to Maharashtra and Andhra in the south. 
Kr§naraja, his father, is not credited with any conquest which 
seems to indicate that he was a petty local ruler of the Mahis- 
matl region and it was Sankaragana who first really made 
extensive conquests. It is difficult to determine what the boun¬ 
dary of his empire in the east was though in the epigraph he 
claims that his empire was bounded by the eastern and the 
western oceans. 

The western extension of the empire may be determined to 
some extent by the Sankheda plate of the same king. The plate 
was issued from the victorious camp at Nirgundipadraka by 
Santilla the baladhikrta (military officer) of Nirihullaka who 
bore the titles of bhogikapdlaka and mahdpilupati and who is 
described as meditating on the feet of the illustrious Sankara- 
gana, the son of the illustrious Krsnaraja. 1 The find spot of the 
above epigraph shows that the Kalacuri dominion comprised 
Gujarat, in the west and thus it might have extended upto the 
sea. 

V.V. Mirashi thinks that Sankaragana ruled from 575 
to 600 A.D. and that there were at least two kings in the 
dynasty ruling before him. We know Sankaragana’s father 
was Krsnaraja but his grandfather’s name has not come down 
to us. ‘Krsnaraja’s father seems to have extended his power 
in the east, west and south. In the west he supplanted the 
Traikutakas and divided his extensive kingdom among his 
feudatories. The Mauryas were placed in charge of Aparanta 
or North Konkan, while Gujarat or at least the central part of 
it was given in charge of Sangamasintha. We do not know 
whether Maharashtra including ancient Vidarbha was annexed 
to the Kalacuri kingdom during his reign or during that of 
his son Kr§naraja.* 2 


1. Ep Ind 9 ii, 22S; Corpus , iv, 44ft 

2. ib ., xlvi 



Appendix V 

A NOTE ON THE FAR SOUTH 

The history of Far South of India, i.e., India south of the 
Krishtla, is somewhat obscure during the period with which 
we are dealing. We have already referred to the early history 
of KaficI which is also far from clear. Traditionally the region 
was divided into three kingdoms and a number of smaller states 
subordinate to them. A$oka in his edicts, as we have seen, refers 
however to the four states lying outside his empire towards the 
south as Cola, Pan<Jya, Satiyaputa and Keralaputa. 

In any case, the region lying to the south of the hill of Tiru- 
pati formed a distinct unit known as Tamilakam, predominantly 
Dravidian or Tamil in culture and language, and the orthodox 
Tamils looked down with disfavour the crossing of the Tirupati 
belt. The significance was that the Aryan culture prevailed in 
the north and the Dravidians did not look upon it with favour. 

The Kalinga king Kharavela who was a contemporary of 
the Satavahana monarch Satakarni I and thus appears to have 
ruled in the beginning of the Christian era makes two interest¬ 
ing statements regarding the Far South in his Hathigumpha 
record : 

1. ‘and ( he) thoroughly breaks up the confederacy of the 
T[r]amira (Dramira) countries of one hundred and 
thirteen years which has been a source of danger to 
{his) Country (Janapada)’. 

2. c and a wonderful and marvellous enclosure of stockade 
for driving in the elephants {he) _and horses, ele¬ 

phants, jewels and rubies as well as numerous pearls in 
hundreds {he) causes to be brought here from the 
Pandya king.’ 

It is difficult to determine exactly what is meant by the 
above passages. There is hardly any reference in Tamil litera¬ 
ture to show that the three principal states or any three states 
of the Far South formed a confederacy lasting for one hundred 
and thirteen years and we have no means to determine how 
any of the Tamil states became a danger to the kingdom of 
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Kalinga. Similarly, the significance of the second statement 
is also not clear. It possibly alludes to some presents received 
by the Kalinga Ming from the Pantjya monarch. In any case 
the mention of the pearls of the* Pancjya country is interesting, 
for the pearl fishery of the place is referred to in the foreign 
and the indigenous accounts. Thus we have not only the men¬ 
tion of Pdridya-Kavafarri ca mauktikam (ArthaSastra, ii. 11), but 
also the interesting statement of the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea 
that ‘from Comari toward the south this region extends to 
Golchi (Korkai), where the pearl-fisheries are; (they are worked 
by condemned criminals); and it belongs to the Pandian king¬ 
dom.’ 

II. Foreign accounts 

The foreign accounts constitute the most authentic source 
for studying the history of the Far South during the period 
with which we are dealing here. When the Satavahanas were 
busy in establishing their power in the upper Deccan and were 
facing opposition from North Indian dynasties, KaficI establish¬ 
ed commercial relations with China and ‘from the first century 
B.C. the products of Southern India had begun to reach China 
by sea, and that at the beginning of the Christian era, under 
orders of the court, a Chinese mission traversed the entire 
Indian ocean’. As K.A.N. Sastri points out, ‘One of the most 
surprising results of recent research is the discovery by Paul 
Pelliot of a passage (II) in Pan Kou, a very early Chinese 
writer, attesting the existence of an active intercourse between 
China and the states of Insulindia and Southern India in the 
Han period, beginning from the second century B.C. If the 
text of Pan Kou has been correctly interpreted, it would 
warrant a somewhat drastic revision of the notions now held 
regarding the age when the Hindu colonisation of the eastern 
lands began.’ Such activities would presuppose a well-orga¬ 
nized government in the region without which commercial 
activities can hardly prosper. This seems to show further that 
economically Cola and the Pandya kingdoms on the eastern 
side of the Peninsula were in a flourishing state, a fact indirectly 
proved by a reference to a Pandyan embassy being sent at the 
court of the Roman emperor Augustus in the work of Strabo. 
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It is stated that the embassy was accompanied by an Indian 
sophist who committed himself to the flames at Athens, like 
Kalanos, who had exhibited a similar spectacle in the presence 
of Alexander. 

Curiously enough we hear nothing about the western side 
of the Far South till we come to the Periplus of the Erythraean 
Sea , composed by an anonymous sailor between 60 and 80 A.D. 
He possibly went up to Nelcynda and thus had a first-hand 
knowledge of the western sea-board of India. He divides the 
Peninsular India into two divisions, Dachinabades (Daksina- 
patha) and Damirika or Tamilakam, i.e., the country of the 
Tamils. The statement is interesting showing that in the first 
century A.D., Tamil was the chief language of the region. 
Damirica on the other hand was parcelled into three kingdoms, 
Cerobothra, the Pandian kingdom and Coast Country. We are 
fortunate in having an account of each of them: 

1. Cerobothra—The Periplus states, ‘Then comes Naura 
(Cannanore) and Tyndis (Ponnani), the first markets of Dami¬ 
rica and then Muziris (Cranganore) and Nelcynda (certainly 
very near the modern Kottayam), which are now of leading 
importance. 

Tyndis is of the kingdom of Cerobothra ; it is a village in 
plain sight by the sea. Muziris, of the same kingdom, abounds 
in ships sent there with cargoes from Arabia, and by the Greeks; 
it is located on a river, distant from Tyndis by river and sea 
five hundred stadia, and up the river from the shore twenty 
stadia’. 

Nelcynda is stated to be a part of the Pandian kingdom and 
so there is no confusion here. But nothing is said about 
Naura, which from the nature of the account quoted above 
seems to have been outside Cerobothra. Its political status 
cannot be precisely determined. Possibly it was a small inde¬ 
pendent unit. 

The kingdom of Cerobothra carried on extensive trade with 
the west. The chief object of export was pepper and malaba- 
thrum. Though the account of the Periplus is somewhat con¬ 
fused it seems that the other objects of export from this kingdom 
were fine pearls, ivory, silk cloth and also spikenard from the 
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Ganges. The description shows that the Cera kingdom main¬ 
tained inland trade with distant places like the Gangetic country. 

The Cera kingdom—In this background we may note the 
Sangam account that the Cera ruler Imaiyavaramban Neduii- 
jeral Adan captured the Yavanas, poured oil on their heads, 
bound their hands behind them and did not release them until 
they paid him a huge ransom. Here evidently the Yavanas 
referred to the western sailors who possibly offended the king 
by some audacious acts. The date of the king has been fixed 
c. 155 A.D. This seems to show that the western trade of the 
Cera kingdom that had begun in the middle of the first century 
had been continuing till the middle of the next century at least. 
It must, however, be admitted that in view of the exaggerated 
nature of the indigenous accounts we are not always faced with 
sober history. Thus the title of the king Imaiyavaramban is ex¬ 
plained as meaning that he conquered the whole of India 
from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, an assertion which ap¬ 
pears to be absurd on the very face of it. He might have entered 
into some diplomatic connections with the North Indian rulers 
and this has been exaggerated into conquests by the poets. 

The Pandian kingdom—We have alfeady noted reference to 
the Pandian kingdom in the Periplus and other earlier classical 
writers. It appears to have been a big territory extending in the 
west up to the modern Kottayam and in the south up to Cape 
Comorin. As already stated it was a centre of pearl trade 
centred at Korkai and worked by condemned criminals. 

The Coast Country—According to the Periplus the Coast 
Country or the Cola kingdom stretched from Colchi or Korkai 
towards the north and had a region inland called Argaru 
(Uraiyur). The Periplus states that ‘at this place, and nowhere 
else, are bought the pearls gathered on the coast thereabouts; 
and from there are exported muslins, those called Argaritic’. 
- Aelian also refers to the pearl fishing of the kingdom of Soras 
(from Tamil Sola) who was a contemporary of the Bactrian 
king Euciatides. The Cola kingdom had three important ports 
Camara (Kaveripatnam or Puhar), Poduca (Pondicherry?) 
and Sopatma (Markanam). These ports carried on trade both 
with the western coast, on the one hand, and the Gangetic 
country and Chryse (Burma ?) on the other. In this connection 
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we may note that recent excavations at Arikamedu, near 
Pondicherry, have brought to light the remains of a Roman 
trading station and fragments of Roman pottery belonging to 
the first two centuries. The Sangam works mention colonies of 
Yavana merchants on the coastal districts which evidently refer 
to places like Arikamedu and others. 

Ptolemy in his Geography mentions Limirica, identical with 
Damirica of the Periplus , and speaks of the following political 
units: 

1. The kingdom of Karoura ruled by Kerobothra (Kerala- 
putra). 

2. Pounatta (S.W. Mysore). 

3. The kingdom of Aioi, with capital at Kothiara, usually 
located at S. Travancore. 

4. The kingdom of the Pandioi (Pandya) with capital at 
Madoura or Madura. 

5. The kingdom of the Kareoi, possibly in the valley of the 
river Tamraparni. 

6. The kingdom of the Batoi, with capital at Nikama. 

7. The kingdom of Orthoura, ruled by the Soringoi, 
possibly representing the old Cola janapada. 

8. The kingdom of Malanga ruled by Basaranagas. 

9. The kingdom of Sora ruled by Arkatos. 

From the above account it is clear that at the time of 
Ptolemy, the Far South was divided into at least eight smaller 
kingdoms, leaving out of course Pounatta the political status of 
which is not clearly stated. In this connection we may also 
note the following passage from the Geography : 

68, ‘Between Mount Bettigo and Adeisathros are the Sorai 
nomads, with these towns:— 

Sangamarta 

Sora, the capital of Arkatos. 

The Mount Bettigo is the same as the Tamil Podigai, i.e., 
the Malaya ranges, while the Adeisthros refers to the Sahya or 
the Western Ghat ranges. The above description thus shows that 
the Sorai nomads lived somewhere in the South-West of the 
Deccan Peninsula. The name Sora, however, points to the 
Colas while Arkatos possibly refers to the Arkot region This 
shows that here we have really an account of - the Arouarnoi 
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or the Aruvanadu region, which really formed a part of the 
Cola janapada. This is one of the many instances where Ptolemy 
has located two different names of the same locality in two 
different places. 

III. Indigenous accounts 

Tamil Sangam literature is practically our only source for 
studying the history of the age. Judged in the background of 
chronology, Malayalam will be the youngest, while Telegu and 
the Kanarese had their beginning about the eighth century 
A.D. Though older in date the Sangam literature is full of fanci¬ 
ful stories no doubt mixed up with some historical facts and in 
the present stage of our knowledge it is very difficult for us to 
use this source without proper scrutiny. As K.A.N. Sastri puts 
it, ‘we have the story of the three Tamil Sangams which is on 
the face of it a stupendous legend, but yet it has passed for 
history. And people insist again and again in South India in 
our talking only of the third Sangam*. 

Tamil historians who have critically studied this literature 
have come tentatively to the conclusion that from the first 
century B.C. to the first century A.D. or a little later even, the 
Colas were the supreme power; then the supremacy passed on 
to the Pan<Jyas while the Cera dynasties played a somewhat 
insignificant role compared to the Parujya ones. It must how¬ 
ever be admitted that even such an assertion is only a tentative 
one and until fresh evidences are coming to the surface we have 
to abide by the same. Besides the above three monarchies 
there were many vel chieftains ruling in different parts of the 
land. These chieftains claim connection with Vi$nu and Agas- 
tya and Ptolemy’s kingdom of Aioi, referred to before, may be 
one such vel constituency. 

Among the early Cola kings two names stand predominant, 
Karikala and Koccenganan. It is neither possible to determine 
the relationship between the two nor to fix their relative dates. 
From the preserved legends its appears that Karikala possibly 
had no birthright to the throne but he somehow managed to be¬ 
come the king of the land. At the battle of Venni, identified 
with Kovil Venni, a village fifteen miles to the east of Tanjore, 
Karikala defeated a confederacy of the Pandya and Cera kings 
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aided by eleven minor chieftains. Puhar or Kaveripattinam 
was possibly his capital, while Koccenganan, belonging to the 
rival Cola line, possibly ruled at Uraiyur or Uragapura and 
there were occasional civil strife between the two lines. Kari- 
kala’s rise pushed the Uraiyur line into the background, especial¬ 
ly after the battle of Venni. In the Tamil works we meet with 
many legends regarding Karikala’s conquests but his victory 
at the battle of Vakaipparandalai in which he defeated a con¬ 
federacy of nine chieftains is a memorable one. By his conquests 
the Cola king acquired some sort of control over the Cera and 
the Pandya kings and thus became in a way the de facto master 
of the region lying to the south of Kaveri. Later Ceylonese 
Chronicles credit him with the conquest of the island but it is 
difficult to determine how far the account is authentic as it is 
not mentioned in the MahdvamSa. 

The Cola monarch is said to have introduced a new system 
of irrigation in his kingdom. Thus he is credited with control¬ 
ling the Kaveri and distributing its water through different 
channels. The Grand Anicut Srirangam is regarded as being 
Karikala’s creation, and if it be a fact then Karikala certainly 
introduced a new chapter in the history of' Cola agriculture. 
Tamil poems describe him as the promoter of art, trade and 
industry and as patronising brahmanical religion and Tamil 
literature. But as numerous legends have cropped up round the 
name of the monarch it is not always possible for us to deter¬ 
mine what he actually did. In any case, he is one of the early 
noted rulers of ancient Cola kingdom. 

Among the Pandya kings, Nedufijeliyan is an important 
figure. He faced a joint attack of Cola, Cera and five other 
minor chieftains at the gates of Madura but drove them out be¬ 
yond the frontier after a decisive encounter to the north-west 
of Tiruvalur. A patron of poets and follower of brahmanical 
religion, Nedufijeliyan also defeated the chieftains of Nidur and 
Kongu and thus extended the boundaries of his kingdom. He 
possibly ruled about the beginning of the third century A.D. 

As already stated, the Cera kings practically played a minor 
part in the politics of the period with which we are dealing 
here. Imaiyavaramban Nedufijeral Adan, as noted before, 
defeated the Yavanas who are possibly to be identified with the 
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Greek and Arab sailors who came to the kingdom for purpose 
of trade, (supra) He is also said to have conquered Kadambu 
near the sea which several scholars identify with the Kadam- 
bas of Banavas! or Vaijayantl. There is some controversy re¬ 
garding the identification of the Cera capital Vaftji. Some 
maintain that it is Karur near Trichinopoly while according 
to others it is Tiruvafijikulam on the west coast of Cochin. 

We have already noted the history of Kafici during the 
early centuries of our era. Karikala is said to have conquered 
the Oliyar who have been identified with the Kalabhras by T.V. 
Mahalingam, who further thinks that the latter were of Naga 
lineage. This would seem to indicate that the predecessors of 
Somagos had been ruling in, the Kafici region which was occu¬ 
pied by the Oliyars from a very early period. It is however 
pointed out that Tondaiman Ilandiraiyan who is said to have 
ruled at Kafici was possibly related to Karikala and was latter’s 
contemporary. It is really difficult to come to any definite 
conclusion regarding the status and lineage of Ilandiraiyan. In 
any case, the relation between Ilandiraiyan and the Pallavas or 
with the Oliyar remains somewhat vague and uncertain. 
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THE MUDANANDAS AND THE CUTUS 

It has already been shown that the Kuntala country was 
the citadel of the Satavahana power when the homeland of 
the dynasty passed under the heels of the Scythians, and it 
was the VaijayantI army of Gautamiputra that freed the land 
from the hands of Nahapana. Later on VaijayantI or Banavas! 
was placed under the rule of an amdtya Sivagupta. We do not 
know exactly whether the successors of Yajha§ri Satakarni in 
the Western Maharashtra region had any hold over the 
Kanarese country once under the sway of the Satavahanas. 

The Mudanandas 

Large lead coins bearing the legend ratio mudanatfidasa have 
been found from the district of Karwar. Muda is evidently 
identical with Mundas . The Vifflu Purdna maintains that thir¬ 
teen Munda kings ruled after the Andhras, i.e., the Satavahanas. 
The coins signifying ‘Joy of the Mun<Jas* evidently belong to 
one of the members of the dynasty. Some scholars have identi¬ 
fied the Mudanandas with the pirate kings mentioned in the 
Geography of Ptolemy. 

The Cutus 

From the same region as referred to above have been found 
lead coins bearing the legend ratio cufukuldnarjidasa . We have 
at least two inscriptions referring to the Cuju kings. Thus a 
Banavas! stone inscription mentions Haritiputra Vi§nuka<Ja Cu$u- 
kulananda Satakarni who in the twelfth year of his reign made 
a gift of a naga, a tank and a vihdra . The Mallavalli inscription 
refers to the same king Manavya-sagotra Haritiputra Visnu- 
kadda Cutukulananda Satakarni who in the first year of his 
reign made the grant of a village. The king is described as the 
raja of the city of VaijayantI. 

On the same pillar there is an inscription of an early 
Kadamba king referring to Manavya-sagotra Haritiputra 



THE MUpANANDAS AND THE CUJUS 


197 


Vaijayantipati Sivaskandavarman who is stated to have ruled 
previously in the same locality. This Sivaskandavarman has 
been supposed to be a member of the Cuju dynasty which 
however seems to be quite unconvincing since he does not 
adopt title like Cujukulananda. 

Thus in the present state of our knowledge we know of only 
one king and one Cutu king. E. J. Rapson maintains 

that raja Mu^ananda reigned after raja Cufu-kulananda. D. C. 
Sircar, however, holds exactly an opposite view. In the absence 
of more evidences it is not possible to come to a definite conclu¬ 
sion. Like the Kuras of Kolapur region, the Muqlanandas 
appear to have been local rulers of the North Kanara region 
possibly reigning contemporaneously with the Cutus who occu¬ 
pied Vaijayant! and the surrounding locality. Both of them 
appear to have been conquered by the Kadambas. 
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